





THE first civil marriage to take
place at Ilkley’s Winter Gardens
proved ground-breaking in more
ways than one.

Mark Ayres, 44, and Lesley
Marshall, 37, eschewed tradition-
al speeches in favour of 4 breath-
taking stage show by illusionist
Craig Kidd and assistant Caroline
Dixon.

About 240 well-wishers took
their seats in the stalls and bal-
cony to witness tricks ranging
from sleight of hand to the spec-
tacular. ~

ide L&ﬁley, who is a teacher

‘an&hm in IIkley, got up on stage

where she watched in amazement

as the live snake she was holdmg
turned into a rabbit. \’E

She said: “I really e d it
although waiting to take part in
the trick was probably the most
nervous I had been all day. We
thought it would be a great way to
start married life and everyone
seemed to be hayving a good time "

Mr Ayres, a local government
officer from Huddersfield, said:
“We didn’t set out to be different.
Perhaps we just don’t think all the
traditional 5 are necessary.
There 0 best man, no
speec&mﬂ' d ho cake.

“We wanted to make it a real
party atmosphere, and as the
Winter Gardens is a proper the-
atre with a stage, it seemed a
shame not te put on some enter-
tainment.”

The show was peppered wrth

ew Nunn,
the bri egroum, said: “I thought
the magic show was a lovely
touch - it has certainlxrbeen a day
to remember.”
The couple were the first to wed

at the Winter Gardens after they
lobbied Bradford Council to grant
it a marriage licence last year.

Mr Ayres said: “We had been to
the Winter Gardens a few times
and realised what a lovely place it
would be to have the wedding.”

Because of work commitments,
the couple did not go on a honey-
moon straight after the wedding.



A
50 Years Ago

THE future of Wells House
Hydro at ilkley, vacant a year
after its conversion into a hos-
tel for foreign textile workers,
was the subject of a question in
the House of Commons raised
by Sir Malcolm Stoddart Scott
in 1949, He asked whether the
Ministry of Labour would offer
the hydro to the local authori-

ty to help relieve the housing

situation. In reply the Ministry
said it wag hoped to recruit tex-
tile workers from Germany

needed to house them.
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THE developer wanting to build houses
on the campus of Ilkley College has
released initial plans for the site,

Harrogate-based Crest Homes
(Northern) Lid also outlined its vision
for the area to representatives of civic
bodies at a meeting this week.

But the number of houses Crest
wants to build has mnot yet been
finalised. The firm is waiting for public
reaction before completing its propos-
als.

The concept plang will be on display
in [lkley Library from this coming
Monday for a week. Crest is also send-
ing out a guestionnaire to 800 people
who live near the campus to canvass
their views of the future of the land.

Imitial proposals for the
site are to clean and

income for the town's traders, which
experts believe will be far more than
any losses occurring from the college
closure.”

Ilkley Civic Society chairman Bob
Tilley attended the Crest Homes meet-
ing this week and was impressed by the
research the company was doing.

Mr Tilley said: “All T can say is they
are trying to communicate their
thoughts and thought processes with
the local community and local organi-
sations. But the proof of the pudding is
in the eating. They have done their
research in an extremely professional
way."

Ilkley Parish Council chairman Alec
Henderson was at the meeting when
Crest Homes showed a video outlining

its intentions.
He said: “I thought it was

restore Hillside and Wells €72 v
House and convert both I m qulte i A g

buildings into flats. The
northern part of the site
will have crescents of town
houses and semi-detached

On the western side,
detached executive-style
homes are planned, with
open space and irees in
between.

Tony Vincent, managing
director of Crest Homes,

happy
homes. WIth it g

- parish
‘council

happy with it. We have
just got to wait and see.
Basically I have nothing
against the scheme. At the
end of the day it will be a
good complex.”

But Coun Henderson said
he had been concerned
about increased heavy
fraffic on narrow roads
leading to and from the
college site while con-

said: “We have spoken to a Chall' ma.n Shperaui work v bemg

number of groups within

the town and there seem-

sto be two main concerns - one that we
will remove trees and build intensively.
1 know when people see our concepts,
they will realise nothing is further from
our minds.”

Crest Homes has established some
principles for the site and its develop-
ment. These include:

® Using materials and designs for
new homes which reflect the town's
Victorian heritage

@ Removing all modern accommoda-
tion blocks

® Building new homes to suit a vari-
ety of family types and budgets.

Mr Vincent said: “We believe this
development will be good for the town.
It will mean restoring one of Ilkley's
great heritage features, attracting fam-
ilies to local schools and generating

carried out.

Council clerk Miggy
Bailey was also impressed: “I think
they (Crest Homes) are quite keen to be
part of the community and want to do
the job right.

“They are not just going to come in
like some large firms and do whatever
they want to do. I think they are con-
cerned they are doing their best for
Tkley.”

The last lessons will take place at
Wells House in June this year when the
campus will close. From September,

‘adult education classes will continue at

the new venue of Bolton Bridge Road,
1lkley.

When the college was first offered for
sale, the owners, Bradford and Ikley
College Corporation, hoped a leisure
company would step in and buy it, but
1o serious offers were received.




TWO Tikley councillors have been
altacked after trying to block a
proposal to build cheaper homes on
the college campus site.

In response to an offer from Crest

Homes officials, Tory district
councillors Martin Smith and Anne
Hawkesworth said they would not be
happy for ‘affordable' housing to be
included in the campus develop-
ment.

As part of Bradford Couneil's plan-
ning policy, all new developments
OVer a certain size must contain a
percentage of 'affordable' housing.

But Couns Hawkesworth a.tid
Smith told developers that affordable
housing would not be appropriate for
the site which is surrounded by
exclusive detached homes.

Coun Smith denied he was being
elitist and said the plan was totally
inappropriate to the style of houses
within the vicinity: !

He said that because the site
three-guarters of a mile from th
town centre and not by a bus route it
would not be a good place for cheap-
er houses. "It is for guite sensib
reasons. It is not a matter of n |
wanting them there," said Coun
Smith,

He also said that residents living
there could be likely to ohject to
having cheaper homes built on their
doorstep, Coun Hawkesworth said:
“The portion of the college site indi-
cated by Crest Homes for affordable

* housing was on the edge of the
moors. Affordable housing to be
affordahle has to be relatively high
density buildings. I believe high den-

By Paul Langan 2till‘? T

sity buildings on the edge of the
maoor would be too obvious a build-
ing mass."

But the councillors have been con-
demned by Ilkley parish councillor
Roy Fox (Lab) who described the rea-
sons for their decision as 'ridiculous!.

He said that the lack of affordable
housing in Ikley had resulted in
steady exodus of young people from
the town to places like Otley, Silsden,
Addingham and Burley-in-
Wharfedale, where property was
cheaper. "Not everyone is wealthy
and not everyone has an executive
job. People who work in shops, cafes,
restaurants and bars are not on fan-
tastic wages but they have to have
somewhere to live,” said Coun Fox.

Coun Fox said that Ilkley's Parish
Council planning committee had
passed a resolution that affordable
housing should built on the site.

'T think it would be fantastic up
there for first time homes," said
Coun Fox.

Councillors Hawkesworth and
Smith told Crest Homes officials
they would prefer them to build
affordable houses at an alternative
site owned by the council at
Ashlands Road, off Leeds Road.

But the practicalities of this exer-
cise would be complicated, with
Bradford Council having first to
advertise the land and sell it to the
highest bidder. -

Another alternative is for Crest
Homes to provide a 'Commuted Sum

Payment' to Bradford Council's hotis-
ing department for affordable hous-
ing elsewhere in the town.

But the lack of a suitable site could
result in the affordable housing
being built many miles away from
IIkley in any other part of the
Parliamentary constituency.

Affordable housing  usually
involves housing associations and
residents entering into apreements
to buy the house between them.

But Coun Fox said that the Crest
Homes offer would result in guaran-
teed houses for first time buyers in
Ikley, "That site on Leeds Road
could be three or five years away, We
have got a site with around 100 hous-
es on it. If you are talking that
amount of houses they definitely
should be in there," said Coun Fox.

Tony Vinecent, managing director
of Crest Homes (Northern) Ltd, said:
"We have met with groups of inter-
esied parties to hear their concerns
about the development of the college
site. Among these, we've met with
loeal planners and councillors, wha
were concerned to know what our
plans for affordable housing were. A
number of ideas were tabled includ-
ing possibilities on-site and
elsewhere in lkley, The discussions
focused on finding the hest place in
Ikley,

"Crest Homes is happy to accom-
modate either option, including
building affordable homes in
partnership with a housing associa-
tion. We will be discussing this in
more detail with the planning
department."




PEDESTRIANS felt free to walk in the middi
in the early part of this century. It was a tim

its castellated tower visible i

Ty
I

e of Cowpasture _and, likley, to negotiate deep snow when this picture was taken
e when Tower Buald]ngs stood majestically at the bottom of Cowpasture Road with
n the centre of the picture. The site is now occupied by Leconfield House,

Spl{endi_dly Victorian centre aims
4" for an April re-opening

THE new owners of the Glenmoor
Centre on Ilkley Moor are hoping
the new conference and training
venue will open its doors in April
this year.

Paula Hunt and Tim Edwards, of
Nantwich, Cheshire, bought the
centre from Bradford Council and .
reverted the building to its original
name Westwood Lodge.

Mr Edwards said that workers
were busy also restoring some of
the other features inside the build-
ing to their original Victorian
splendour by pulling out unneces-
sary decoration and cement worlk.

Mr Edwards said that work being
carried out through the winter will
include fitting en-suite bedrooms
and transforming the cellars into a
bar and leisure facilities.

He added: "We will continue very
much as before, with both day and
residential conference facilities. We
hope guests will make the most of
our location on the side of Ilkley
Moor and take every opportunity
for some fresh air.

"Our aim will be to offer a small,
family-run, comfortable and relax-
mg venue for groups up to 60 dur-
ing the day and 18 overnight.

Private groups and functions, char-
ities and other organisations will
be as welcome as companies and
small groups running management
development sessions.”

Mr Edwards, his wife and their
baby Alice, will live in one of the
adjoining cottages while another
will be available for holidays.

The couple received good news this

week with llkley Parish Council's
planning committee deciding to
approve the plans to refurbish the
centre, members feeling the out-
side of the building would not be
affected by the changes.

Charity shops are ‘posing

% t\'3\‘ﬁ

ILELEY needs to think long and
hard about its commercial future or
face the prospect of becoming
swamped by charity shops, it has
been claimed.

Two parish councillors have
glanced fearfully down the road and
do not like what they see.

Coun Roy Fox said: "What has
happened in Otley could happen in
Ilklev." He was speaking at a meet-
ing of Ilkley Civic Society, where the
issue of charity shops was dis-
cussed.

"l am not against charity shops, 1
use them myseli," said Coun Fox.
However, he said there was a danger
of going too far. "I would hate to see

Ikley lose its character, It isa diffi-
cult problem. When do you actually
say enough is enough?" he said.

Coun Fox =aid charity shops
appealed to landlords who were
attracted by the prospect of regular
rent, rather than risking leasing out
a shop to a small independent trader
who would be a bigger financial
risk.

What Coun Fox did net approve of
was the move by_charity shops to
start selling brand new items to
attract shoppers. Coun Barbara
Cussons said she was also not
against charily shops, but there had
to be a balance, She said the number
of charity shops now in Otley did

threat to prosperity’

nothing for its shopping image.
Civic Society chairman Bob Tilley
said: "This is a complicated issue.
Charity shops have moved on signif-
icantly in recent years. They are an
,important source of income for
charities, they are professionally
managed but compete with other
retailers for prime sites paying high
rents and offering strong
covenants."
Mr Tilley said Ilkley was slightly
unusual in its commercial make up.
"You have very few national stores

e a guality core of independents.”

Coun Cussons said a town needed
a shopping Tocus.' Charity shops did
not provide one.




A QCC of
Tk .
Town’s
history
1s lost
for ever

ILKLEY has been deprived of
the smallest listed building in
the country after it was dam-
aged beyond repair.

& historic red and gold
pillar box in Denton Road was
removed by Royal Mail on
Tuesday after it was damaged
by a car at the weekend.

The company has said the
Victorian octagonal pillar
box, one of only two surviving
of its kind, is too badly dam-
aged to return to its roadside
position. .

It dates from 1855 and origi-
nally came from Bradford's
Peel Park. It had been stand-
ing in Denton Road since the
1930s.

A campaign to keep the box
in Ikley was led by parish
councillor Rowland Hill,
about 20 years aga.

Coun Hill, who is named
after the inventor of the
Penny Black, was initially
borrified at the removal of the
box and dismissed the Post
Office claims that the box was
beyond repair.

He said; "I'm absolutely hor-
rified that they won't restore
something as historically
important as this. It should be
put back where it belongs."

Coun Anne Hawkesworth

‘was also disgusted at the
removal and very unhappy
about the 'temporary’ replace-
ment.

She questioned exactly how
‘temporary’ the replacement
bex would be. '

"Losing the box will be los-
ing a piece of Ilkley's charac-
ter. Surely there must be some
way to repair it," she said.

Coun Hawkesworth said
she had spoken to concerned
Bradford Council conserva-
tion officers who wanted the
box repairing.

Initially, the company said
the box would be replaced by
another 'old’ box but following
pressure from Coun Hill,
Royal Mail has promised to
replace the box with a replica
of the 1855 version.

A Royal Mail spokesman
said: "The replica Penfold box
should take about eight weeks
to build. In the meantime, we
have fo have a safe box in
place for security reasons.”

Coun Hill said he would be
-seeking the Royal Mail assur-
ances in writing. '

L4

foundation
125 Years Ago

A BOTTLE containing various
newspapers including the
Dkley Gazette and the Ikley
Free Press, together with coins
of the realm, was deposited in
a cavity when the foumdation
stone of an extension to-llkley
College was laid in March,
1874. The proceedings began
by a procession of the minis-
ters, masters, students and
friends to the sita,

TO give residents an opportu-
nity of judging what a railway
‘bridge across Brook Street

cture was
erected, crossing at the point
planned in March, 1874, It was
constructed by a number of
inhabitants at their own
expense but the Ilkley Free
Press commented: “It appears
to us to miserably fail in its
object.” It was impossible to
form any idea from the struc-
ture as to what the bridge, if
constructed for the proposed
extension of the railway to
Kipton would be. “All kinds of
iong have been asked by
1S as to what the
blac stance drawn across
the street was intended for,
and in one ingtance the inter-
rogation ‘Is the Vicar dead?”
was put with the greatest
earnestness and concern,” said
the Free Press,

!

L . 454 Years Ago
HE model bridge placed
across Brook Street in March,
1874, to give residents some
idea of what the proposed rail-
way bridge would do to the vil-
lage was treated with a fair
amount of scorn and both the

Free Press thought the mod:
was a long way from achieving
its purpose. The Local Board
held a special meeting to con:
sider a memorial asking that,
the scheme to extend the [lkle
railway to Skipton should be|
opposed in Parliament with a
view to removing the objec-
tionable features but not
opposing the extension propos-
al in its entirety. After some
discussion in which it was.
maintained that the special
meeting was not in order, the
Board carried a resolution
"that this Board present a peti-
tion to Parliament as request-
ed by the public meeting
against the Skipton and Ilkley
Railway" The Garzette regard-
ed as the least objectionable
line, one to start from Ben
Rhydding station on its west-
ern side, pass the low side of

Rhyddings Grange and Little
Lane, across the highway near
the gas works, and skirt along
the hillside behind the church,

9,3 4q

Middleton

land sold
100 Years Ago

IT was believed £55,000 was
paid by a syndicate of Ikley
and Bradford for the purchase
from the Middleton family of a
large area of land between the
River Wharfe and Middleton
Woods, Lodge Hill and Carters
Lane in March, 1899. The
Holmes and the new cricket
ground were included in the
purchase but the lease of the
cricket ground was not to be
interfered with. There were
fears about the future of
Middleton Woods. A new and
more convenient road was
expected to be built.




It was recently suggested that was

he name of the fort at Elslack, and Ilkley was

called Verbeia. Where does name Verbeia come from - could it have been named afte

the river Wharfe,

at that time called Verbiae?

is - -97

It seems unlilkely as the fort at llkley was more important and wouldn't have been

Dlicana?

to an Ilkley
parish councillor - £13%la4

Coun Lexa Robinson says several people have
complained about plastic bags of dog dirt which
have been spoited in the area leading from
Beanlands Parade to the river. And she claims
that bags which have become entangled in
branches of trees have been left hanging by the
river.

Now Coun Robinson, who is concerned for the
safety of children playing by the river in the
summer, has issued an urgent plea for the prob-
lem to stop.

She said: “It can be a very real health hazard if -
people are throwing it in the river, and a lot of
infections can be picked up by children from it.

Bradford Council acted swiftly to clean up the
area last month, but the problem reappeared
only a day later, according to Coun Robinson.
She fears that a sign which was recently put up
urging dog owners to clean up after their dogs
may have encouraged them to simply throw it in
the river.

River Wharfe at Dkley, accorji.n.g
e

“It’s just not on. We must look to the safety of
children who play down by the river bank in the

rass, especially ‘when it’s coming to er.
he river i mot! the};% for mﬂﬁ%g
rubbish in. :

“It could be guite horrible if it's floating
around.” A spokesman for Bradford Council said
there had been no complaints about dog dirt in
the river,

He said dog owners were responsible for clean-
ing up after their dogs on council-owned land,

omitted from Roman maps where a smaller fort like Elslack was included.
On balanece historians favour Olicana as the Ikley site.

Coun Lexa Robinson next to a plastic bag
of dog dirt caught up in a tree.

b pite: And he warno@liat DR IVAL

refused to clean up safely after their dogs could

face fines of up to £1,000.

The spokesman added: “They are being totally
irresponsible. I would remind dog owners that
the offerice is failing to clean up by disposing of
it in such a manner that still complies with the

rules.”

Future of Kings Hall
U‘{hes in residents’ hands

THE chairman of Ilkley Civic Society

believes a brighter future for the
Kings Hall/Winter CGardens complex
lieg with the town’s residents.

. Bob Tilley is irritated at the length
of time being taken fo sort out a
Lottery package for the buildings.

John Botteley, Bradford Theatres
manager, hopes to hear next month if
Bradford Council’'s application for

ding has been successful.

The council submitted a bid last
year for Arts Council funding for a
feasibility study for the Kings Hall.

The money will allow for a study to
be carried out to decide how best to
improve the Victorian building.

Mr Botteley has said he is commit-
ted to the Kings Hall and understands
the frustration of Ilkley residents who
feel little progress is being made.

At a public meeting last November
he said he was determined to see the
building restored to its former
Victorian glory, but improvements
had to be paid for.

Mr Tilley said: “I think if the deci-
sion is bad news, the emphasis has to
be moved to a local level. The people
of Ikley will have to examine the way
forward.”

He said a trust could be set up to
take control of the buildings, with all

the regular users of the facilities play-
ing their part. “It would take a lot of
imagination and effort. We are talking
a five-year scheme here,” he said.

Mr Botteley said if the Arts funding:
decision did not go in the Council's
favour, the option 'of obtaining
Lottery Heritage funding would be
examined.

He has said he would love to pump
cash into the Kings Hall but his bud-
get meant he had to perform a diffi-
cult juggling act with limited
finances. “We have to rob Peter to pay
Paul,” he said.

He said: “The older the building

_ gets, the more we have to spend fo

keep still.”

Groups using the facilities have
complained about the cost of hiring
the two venues, a situation Mr
Botteley has defended. :

He said: “The lettings revenue ni
way covers the cost of keeping that
hall open. We receive £46,000 a year. It
costs vastly more than that” he said.

The Bradford Theatre's manager
said the council had approved his rec-
ommendations all the way to date,
and was confident councillors would
come up with the necessary money for
the council’s share of a study or any
future Lottery funding.
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i £Y's environment and
theritage could soon be set to be
‘placed under even tighter controls.
It has been revealed the town is
lamong the first 10 conservation
areas of 56 in the Bradford district
to have its conservation area
| guidelines reviewed.
| Thereview will 2im to enable the
special characteristics of Ilkley to
ibe more clearly defined and the
‘control of development within the
lconservation area to be improved
and updated.
A Bradford Council planning
‘gpokesman said: "We are reviewing
‘conservation practice in Ikley and
in discussions with a number of
ations including the civic
society and the parish council.
This may include design guid-
‘ance for owners and developers and
the infroduction of more stringent
ontrols in relation to distinctive
tures of the town's heritage.
B 'The latter would only be intro-
‘duced if there was local support.”
. Councillor Anne Hawkesworth,

Town’s herita

THIS picture of ice floes on the River Wharfe in the 1930s provi
sented some spectacular views in the Wharfe Valle

By Alistair Walton

as Conservative Planning spokes-
woman in Bradford, said that the
issue had long been one of concern
to her.

She said: "Ilkley town centre,
particularly The Grove, needs
reviewing as to the retention and
conserving of its original ethos and
design.

"As in certain other towns, such
as Oxford and Chester, we have a
duty to ensure that certain streeis
in Ilkley are not only conserved,
but improved. These areas are of
worldwide importance.

"I call for special control and spe-
cific guidelines for future shop
front replacements. Not particular-
1y of uniform design. Uniformity™
can be boring. However, guidelines
of appropriate designs would be
advantageous. These obviously
should be included into a policy
document. There could also be a
case for preferred colours of paint.”

Anne
Hawkesworth

Coun Hawkesworth added that
an additional issue in Ilkley was
the preservation of the library
annex at Ilkley College, and said
she was surprised by an ‘apparent
disregard’ for it by the civic society.

Ilkley Civie Society chairman
Bob Tilley welcomed the news of
the review and attributed it to co-
operation between the civic soci-
ety, Nlkley town planning depart-
ment and Bradford Council.

Mr Tilley said: "It is good news, it
is a real partnerghip. The problem
with the conservation area policy
at the moment is that it is a big
area. Anne Hawkesworth has

ge faci
stricter safeguards

des a reminder of how harsh some winters can b"é."'l.'he icé pl;e-
y, especially this one looking upstream from Escroft.

ng '

picked up on one particular part of
it and The Grove is probably the
most important part of the conser- |
vation area." |

He added that the civic society
had expressed interest in the future
of the library anmex at Ilkley |
College to Crest Homes, the compa-
ny hoping to develop the site, and |
that a conclusive response was yet |
to be made.

The spokesman for Bradford
Council said on the issue; "No deci-
sions have been made regarding |
the future annex at Ilkley College.
Crest Homes has bought the site |
but has not yet submitted a plan- |
ning application. The council
would wish to preserve and
improve the special architectural |
and historic character of the listed |
college buildings - including the |
library. Demolition would need spe-
cial consent and the council would
seek the views of English Heritage
and national conservation organi-
sations, as well as local opinion

before making any decision."



A NEW link road between llkle
time “Not the least valuable development associated with the new housi
road link between Little Lane an s gl

taken lc_:rnger than most people expected. There has been a footpath link for some time

by eyclists. The greater portion of the new houses will be built between this new road an

war from a camp at Otley were engaged in the construction of the road. This
towards llkley with Brook Cottage oh the right and in the distance are th

y and Ben Rhydding was under construction in Sepiember, 1945, The llkley Gazette said at the

_ _ kley is that at long last it will provide the
d Valley Drive. That this road would come one day has been clear for o?rer 20 yearg but it has
- a way used more or less unofficially
| d the main road.” German prisoners of
picture shows preparations being made looking
e houses at the eastern end of Little Lane.

ILKLEY Savings Week in® «
October, 1949, was marked by ™
the raising of the standard at .
the top of Braok Street by the |
Chairman of Ilkley Urban
District Council, Coun M E
Midgeley.

Figures of national savings dur-
ing that year showed that with-
drawals were outstripping the
amount of new savings and it
was because of this that a
Savings Week was held.

Coun Midgeley said they must
adjust their outlook to changed
conditions. There was a much
smaller margin available for
saving than there was a year
or so previously.

Prices had risen, wage rates
had risen slightly less than
prices and for many people
incomes had remained
unchanged, he said.

Charles G Hodges, headmas-
ter of the llkley Church of
England School in Leeds

Road, and chairman of the
llkley National Savings move-
ment can be seen in the fore-
ground.




ADVERTISERS are needed to produce thousands more street
maps for Tkley.

The town’s Tourist Management Committee Tresponded to a
growing number of requests for a street map of the town cen-
tre by producing 2,000 capies.

Kathleen Pinder, tourist officer for Iiley, prepared and drew
the map, numbering every shop - but the committee decided
to go for a more ambitious move and went for a specially
designed plan of the town centre,

Traders were asked to advertise on it and the printer’s graph-
ic artist spent many hours drawing the centre. Since it was
published last month all 2,000 copies have been snapped up,
and now more advertisers are needed to pay for another print
run.
‘Adverts for local businesses are printed around the border of
the plan but the reverse side (containing the key to all the
shops and businesses) also needs to be completed.

Mrs Bailey said that advertisers wounld benefit because their
display would be seen by the thousands of tourists finding
their way around using the free street guide.

Copies will be available at the Tourist Information Office and
on the counter at local shops. Adverts will cost £50 each and
anyone wanting more information should call Mrs Bailey at
Ilkley Town Hall on 01943 4362132,

220 [an .
OLICANA HISTORICAL SOCI
ETY: The Society's Annual
General Meeting on April 15 was
enlivened by a vivid and
humoeurous talk on the Woodhall
Moated Manor Project, by excava-
tion director Simon Thompson.
The Woodhall site is rich in
amhaeiolegical finds dating from
pre-Norman times, up to the 20th
century. The lecture was followed

by the business section of the
meeting, when the following offi-
cers were elected: - Chairman -
Pat Hudson, Vice-Chairman -
Phillip  Allon, Secretary -
Maureen Johnson, Treasurer -
Helen Marshall.

by Ludovic M Mann, FSA, as
being probably the richest dis-

ict in England in astronomi-
cal markings at a lecture on
‘Geometrical and Astronom-
ical Rock  Sculpturings,
Observatories and Sites near
Glasgow' in 1924. He said the
Swastika rock on Ilkley moor
had long been discussed, but
the curious carvings on it had
remained an enigma. By
means of the application of cer-
tain keys, however, he read the
rock in the most precise man-
ner. The Swastika cut upon the
rock represented the Sun's
annual path in the heavens so
accurately that it demonstrat-

ed incontrovertibly that those
who cut the design about 2,000
BC were fully cognisant of the
inequalities of the sun's
motion, the discovery of which
was usually attributed to
Hipparchus, but was now
known to have been common
to knowledge before his day.
The cups and winding Flyfot
(or Swastika form) carved on
the rock at Ilkley demonstrat-
ed by the most ingenious man-
ner that ancient sctilptors por-
trayed the inequalities of the
sun's motion, he said.




Tlkley was one of the most
important towns in the area in
Roman times,

For example, its size of population
in the first century AD was greater
than it was in the industrial
revoloution. The first

census taken in 1801 revealed Ilkley
to house 426 people, compared to a
population of approximately 1,200 in
Roman times, rising to over 1,500 on
oCCasions.

1t was the winter of AD79-80 when
the Romans came to Ilkley in force
and stayed for around another 300
years. :

British Governor Agricola planted
his fort on the banks of the Wharfe,
a strategic point in the Roman road
system in the north.

At the Ilkley crossroads' at least
three roads intejected, connecting
York with Ribchester (to the west)
and Manchester with Bainbridge
and Aldberough (to the north).

He re-named the Celtic town of
Llecan as Olicana. The name is
taken from the Latin meaning, "01",
a cliff or a station and "ceann'
meaning a headland or rocky
outcrop, thus Ol-y-ceann, the station
by the rocky headland, referring to
the location by the Cow and Calf
rocks.

The Roman fort was centered
around the area where the parish
church now is.

Indeed the mediaeval builders were
fond of using Roman remains for
quarries to gain dressed stones, and
Iikley's church contains many
stones from the fort.

The fort had a garrison of about 500
! men, although at the height of its
power the numbers were raised to
more than 1,100 men and approxi-
mately 150 horses.

Its position was determined by the
steep drop of llkley moor at the rear
and two streams to the sides, all of
which provided good strategic
defence. The fort was set atop a 15
foot rampart made of turf over
stone.

But following the reign of the
Emperor Hadrian and his ambitious
plans for the northern frontier, the
Ikley garrison was dismantled and
the troops sent north as he judged
the area surrounding Olicana
suitably peaceful.

Evidence suggests a strong rebellion
by the Brigantes around AD154 and
this led to the eventual return of the
garrison, and the construction of a
second fort dedicated jointly to the
leaders M. Aurelius Antoninus and
L. Aurelius Verus. T
The new Antonine fort was se
directly on top of the old
fortification and survived for some
30 years (2pprox).

A conflict for overall power in Rome

led to the fall of the Tkley fort.

Clodius Albinus was govenor of
Britain and took most of his troops

stationed in the UK to Gaul (France)

to fight with Septimius Severus.

It ig widely known by many that the
Scottish hordes subsegquently
overran Hadrian’s Wall and took all
the Roman fortifications (such as
Vindolanda) in the north.

It is around this time that fhe Ilkley
fort was burned, it still being
occupied (probably by a small
caretaker force), in AD196.

A third fort was constructed in the

A Roman alter re-cut for use as a
window head at llkley Parish
Church.

Severan period, the first inllkley to
be made of stone,

" By this time a town was grwing

around the fort as the local Celtic
population saw the benefitof
trading with the Romans. They
brought produce and livestock and
traded for manufactured geods such
as tools and pots.

This created a strange combination
of Celtic and Latin populations
Jiving in harmony. While technically
they considered each otherthe
enemy, they saw the benefi. of
mutual co-operation.

The end of this fort is unkrown. The
Romans left peacefully to fght on
the continent and the fort vas used
by civilians, the Brigantes who for
the period had been trading with
the invaders, who then cane down
from the hills to make use of the
Romans' expertise. The fort was not
their only lasting legacy asthey also
created a comprehensive mad
system, drainage systems md, of
course, the bath house.

The community of TIkley isproud of
its connections to Roman tmes, and
the town has made full useof the
history it has to-offer.

By the river where the locaion of
the fort is to be found, a series of. ...
information boards and imaginative

sketches of the buildings layout are
on display. These are produced in
connection with the Manor House
Museum in the same locality.

Ilkley White Wells is the home of
the modern Roman Baths.

Although the original baths were
further in the town (where the Rose
and Crown/the parish church now
lies?)

The spirit of the idea was recreated
by the Victorians who saw the value
of the towns natural springs and set
up their baths at the source.

@ Today parts of the fort can still be
seen by the river (behind the Manor
House Museum) and the museum
itself holds many artifacts from the
period.

15. 99
Otley in Roman Times.

In Roman times there is little
avidence that Otley held any major
significance as a settlement.

It 1ay between the two Roman
garrisons at Ilkley and Adel (known
to the Romans as Burgdunum) - the
two forts being some 11 miles apart,
and although Reman coins have
been found in and around the town,
its significance at the time was
mainly as a refuge for Brigantes,
particularly the higher grounds of
the Chevin (a fact supported by
Earthenware pottery found in the
area).

There was a claim that Otley was
the town of Campodonum, a Roman
station alluded to by Antonine in
the second century AD.

He said that Calcaria was nine miles
from York (in Roman times called
Eboracum) and Campodonurm being
20 miles from there. This coincides
with the distances from York to
Tadeaster and then onto Otley but it
has been since proved that
Campodonum is now in the neigh-
bourhood of Wakefield.

Besides, it would seem foolish on
the Romans behalf to have a station
s0 close to that of Ilkley as Otley is.

By the 5th century the Romans had
become practising Christians. It was
Constantine the Great who intro-
duced the teachings of the Bible as
the State religion of the empire. His
mother (the empress Helena) was
reputed to have discovered the
original cross and her name was
lent to many holy-wells in the
Wharfedale valley, including one at
Adel and one in Denton, Otley.
However, Otley was to gain its
position of prestige when the
Romans left Britain in the fifth
century and, after a period of tur-
moil, the area eventually passed
into the hands of the Saxons....
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There is good evidence of
a substantial population
residing in Otley and
Ilkley in the years
leading up to and around
the birth of Christ,

Ikley

According to the Roman
historian, Ptolemy
(writing in AD150 approx),
Ilkley had become one of
the nine capital cities of
the Brigantes, the Celtic
war-like race who were led
by people like Boadicea,
the famous warrior

queen.

These people had come
over to Britain before it
became an island (after
the ice-age 10,000 years
ago) from places like

Evidence of these people
can still be seen today on
Ilkley moor. Stone
'features such as the '12
Apostles' (a 50 foot circle
of 12 standing stones)
were used by the

many possible reasons,
maybe as a place of
worship or sacrifice, or
possibly as is suspected
with Stonehenge, as a
calendar or timepiece.

In the years leading upto

Ireland and Scandinavia.

population of the time for

Brlgantes fall to the
might of Rome”:+"

people.

It was around AD71 when
the Roman general
Petilius Cerialis began his
invasion of these parts in
earnest. Venutius made a
brave stand against them,
there are reports of resi- ~
dents burning their own
houses in fury in an
attempt to defy the on-
rushing Romans, but it
was all in vaif and
Venutius was eventually
betrayed when his queen
handed the Romans one of
his bravest chiefs,
Caractacus, as a token of
good faith.

Eventually, the Romans
won through with over-
whelming numbers and
the governor general of
the area planted a fort in
the town of Ilkley. At the
time the town was known
to the Celts as 'Llecan’,
but the Romans changed
its name to a more
familiar sounding
'Olicana.

Otley

There is evidence Otley
boasted a sizeable
population for

pre-hisoric times.

The attraction of the
Chevin as a defencible site

Initial forays have already been made by the Romans into th?.- turn of the first (called Ceflnl (Celtic) in
Britian but the main invasion hof this area took place in millennium, the Romans pre-Roman times)
AD71 when the Roman general Petllius Cerialis began ~ Star ted to show an combined with the river
his campaign. el : Lrétgerest in Bm;:i(;wlwl/ :11':3; ajtl? htl]alf lglaﬂg ﬂgg;s \évll;'_lch
: % 1 1y g e was
g:&;ured is one of the participants |r| Ilkley s Olicanianl ma}%Png part Lt e e and i
expanding empire. animals such as wild boar
It is said to be in BC55 and bears, created a local
when Julias Ceasar, Holy ~ Populace from tribes
. Roman Emperor, made his which had previously
| initial forays into our been Nomadie,
island. These people were nature
By AD&3, the tribes of worshippers and laid
| Brigantia had always down tracks which would
supported the Romans but  eventually become the
a dispute between the Roman roads of the area.
Queen-regnant The Roman historian
Cartimandua and her Gildas spoke of how they

consort Venutius led to a
strong anti-Roman faction

(the Romans), "repaired
those ruinate causeys laid

building in the tribe, and down by the Ancient
eventually civil war. Britons."
While he was a brave and  Celtic ruins and stone
| fearless leader, his wife circles in the area testify
| fawned and toadied to the  tothe dwelling of these
| conquering hordes of people in the vicinity and
Romans. the town formed part of
g The feud between the great Brit-Welsh
: Cartimandua and her province of Strathclyde,
consort got so bad that which stretched from the
| the Roman legions hadto  Mersey in the south,
kidnap her-and carry her  through Lancashire and
to safety to protect her Yorkshire to the Cheviot

from her own tribes-




Ulaauin  would be lnkely to
remain closed on Thursday and
scaffolding would be put up at
the bank. In the meantime, cus-
tomers were being advised to 20
to TSB in Otley and Lloyds in
Keighley.

‘A Health and Safety
Executive inspector visited the
gite, and a spokeswoman for
Lioyds said a report on the inci-
dent was being compiled by
structural engineers.

29|44

-

ABOVE AND
LEFT: Firemen
use heat-
seeking
equipment to
check the
rubble.

TOP LEFT: The
site in daylight.




ENCINEERS and safety experts
have been inspecting the
premises of Lloyds Bank in
Tlidey,

after a large chunk of the

ma ¢ building collapsed into

- Emergency crews launched a
major operation after a side
wall and gable end of the town
centre building collapsed at 9.20
on Tuesday night.

Bradford and Ilkley firefight-
ers scoured the site, situated
between Brook Street and the

‘central car park, for anyone-

who may have been trapped, but
7 t.

orial staff at the UFD
Magazine, whidh has offices on
the top floor of the building,
‘saidil was a miracle that no-one
was killed, |
~_ Graham Birdsall, editor, said:
T missed it by two minutes. I
don't know what would have
happened if this had happened
during the day - we see hun-
‘dreds of people who walk down
t}us path coming from the car

".Tust look at some of those
chunks of rock. It's a miracle
no-one was killed, and it's a
lucky escape for those of us that
0 into the back where 95 per
cent of the rubble came down."

Mr Birdsall revealed that
fears had been raised over the
building's state before the com-
pany moved in nime months
ago. He said: "We spoke to a
structural engineer from the
estate agents before we moved
in but we were assured it was
safe. The chimney had a huge
bulge three-guarters of the way
up it, but we were told it was
_Sa._fa." A

Eye-witness Matthew
Trimnell, 18, who was in a near-
by premises, said: “We heard a
rumbling sound like either a lot

LEFT:

of glasses smas

earthquake. I came to the
window and we saw bricks just
come down into the centre of
the road which was quite
dramatic.” :

Senior Divisional Officer for
West Yorkshire's fire service
Allan Hughes, said: "We were
called to what we thought was

‘an explosion but it was a col-

lapse of the gable end of the
building. 1 have no idea what
caused it.

"Fortunately it was a quiet
night. If it had been a busy
Friday night there may well
have been casualties”

Most of the rubblefell onto a
rear outbuilding and demol-
ished staff toilets, but heavy
bricks had also p]unged onto

‘the pavement on West Street.

Staff from surrounding busi-
nesses, who were waiting ves-
terday morning to be given the
all-clear to enter the sealed-off
area, expressed relief that the
incident had not happened dur-
ing the day.

Holly Flather, who works at
Travel Management Team on
Brook Street, said she and her
colleagues used a narrow alley-
way next to the site to get into
work every day.

She said: "This is our only
way in. | don't believeit. It's just
arelief that nobody was injured
- if it had been earlier on when
people were leaving work, it
would have been awful "

David Roberts, bank manager
at the branch, said the incident
had damaged the branch's com-
puter system buf there had
been no risk to the bank's safe.

He added: "There was some
talk that the heavy rain may
have caused some of the prob-
lem."

Mr Roberts said that the

Graham
Birdsall.

RIGHT:

Matthew
Trimnell.
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GREEN belt land on the banks of the

fe is again under threat - two
years after a scheme to turn it into a
holiday village was thrown out by
planners.

The important washland at Hollin
Hall Farm, Cocking End, has been
advertised for sale as 'Riverfront
Development Land’ by a Leeds-hased
company acting on behalf of the
OWTErs.

A surveyor for GVA Grimley,
Michael Hardman, said: “The bottom
line is that we see it a potential cara-
van park with chalets, but we are
selling it unconditionally.”

But anyone interested in buying
the land to develop it into a caravan
park is likely to get short shrift from
planning bosses.

likley planning officer Martyn
Burke said: “It is green belt landand
washland - development potential is
extremely limited.”

The Hollin Hall scheme has
spanned more than a decade with the
initial planning permission for a hol-
iday park scherhe being granted in
the 1980s. But the outline application
expired.

A new plan was submitied by
Vincent Dobson, of Wharfe Valley
Developments two years ago, but it
was refused after a flurry of ohjec-
tions from planners, sports clubs,
environmental groups and others.

At a public meefing in likley, Mr
Dobson told objectors that he wanted
planning permission to prevent ruth-
less developers building on the site
and stated that he had no intention
himself of going through with the
scheme.

Objectors feared that flood preven-
tion work which needed to be done if
the 6.5 acre site was developed would
lead to flooding further down the
river in Ilkley.

This would put sports fields and
other facilities under threat of being
inundated. Other objectors worried
that erosion of the riverbank would
result, forcing the reconstruction of
likley Golf Club and, spoiling the

river ‘banks for anglers. Mr Hardman
said his company had marketed the
site on behalf of Wharfe Valley
Developments.

“There is a lot of work to be done on.
it but we have been marketing it for
two weeks and we have had a lot of
interests,” said Mr Hardman.

Planners said that since the origi-
nal planning permission was given,
green belt policy had been tightened
and the only possible development
which could be considered was one
which provided sports facilities only
on the land.

Ilkley Parish Council planning
chairman Kate Brown said: “We
were very concerned to see the sign
and wondered what ‘development’
land meant. | understand that out-
door sports might be feasible but
leisure uses such as a caravan park
could not be because it is in the
green belt.”

Objectors to Mr Dobson’s original
scheme also felt that it was out of
character for the area and traffic
problems would result from cars and
caravans going in and out of the site.




® BELOW: Medieval
soldiers spectacularly
fire their cannon dur-
ing a thrilling display
in the main arena.

50. ¥ears Ago
2¢-3.99

A BRIEF history of the Wells
House Hotel (the building has
served in more recent times as
Ilkley College) was given in
1949 when it was derequisi-
tioned by the Ministry of
Works because there were not
enough Eurgopean Volunteer
Workers to fill it. Built more
than 90 years previously, Wells
House - including the large
annexe - contained 130 bed-
rooms. Before the end of 1938 it
had changed ownership sever-
al times. At the outbreak of the
1839-45 war in September, 1939,
Wells House was requisitioned
by the Wool Control and was
used as a centre for finance,
statistics and rationing depari-
ments until the end of 1946,
Singe that time it had been
unoccupied though never
derequisitioned and was taken

over by the Ministry of Works

as a hostel of European
Voluntary Workers.

ILELEY may be forced to go it

alone in a bid to refurbish the
Kings Hall/Winter Gardens
complex after news that lottery
funds have dried up.

Theatre bosses in Bradford
were hoping last month to get
the thumbs-up on their appli-
cation to the Arts Council for
lottery cash to carry out a fea-
sibility study on the down-at-
heel complex.

But theatres manager John
Botteley told the Gazette the
only news they had heard so
far was that the Arts Couneil
has no cash to spare.

The saga has been going on
for more than three years
while the building, on Station
Road, has deteriorated even
further, according to Ilkley dis-
trict and parish counciller
Anne Hawkesworth.

“] am not expecting anything -
1 think the lottery money looks
like it has gone for the present
time,” said Coun
Hawkesworth.

by Paul Langan , 1144 |

Mr Botieley said the bid for
the feasibility study cash had
been in the pipeline for about
12 months. -

“There was a delay for the re-
organisation of the Arts
Council. Now we have heard
that money is severely restrict-
ed,” said Mr Botteley.

Bradford theatres has agreed
to spend around £30,000 to
refurbish the toilets and foyer
area at the complex. Work
should begin in September.

“We have got fed up with
waiting. We now feel we want
to go ahead and start some
work ourselves,” said Mr
Botteley.

He said that lack of Arts
Council cash could mean that a
scaled-downs refurbishment,
carried out piecemeal, could be
carried out by Bradford
Council, but he premised the
search for lottery cash would
continue.

“Whatever happens we will

not let the thing die and we will
pursue whatever options are
available to wus,” said Mr
Botteley.

Coun Hawkesworth said the
time had come for Tlkley to
examine other methods of
applying for lottery money,
rather than waiting for
Bradford Council to cash in
through the Arts Council.

And nexi week parish coun-
cillors will discuss a communi-
ty plan for the buildings which
could attract cash from other
SOUTCES.

Tikley Parish Clerk Miggy
Bailey said: “There was a sug-
gestion at one of the open con-
sultation meetings about get-
ting more community involve-
ment. That is an option for the
new parish council to look at.

“We were waiting to see what
happened with the Arts
Council - if they got the go-
ahead then fine, but now this
has happened, I ought to put it
to the new councillors.”




o

THE riverside Memaorial

) e

War Memorial. A British Legion scheme for 12 houses and

Gardens at llkley now occupy this land which once served as allot
New Brook Street in May, 1948, this picture shows top left the llkley Moor Hotel, in Skipto
lowing a disastrous fire in 1968 in which two guests and two staff members died. B
the Memorial Gardens scheme between the Old and New Brid

ments and hen runs. Looking from
n Road which was demolished fol-
y a majority of 162 in a total vote of 2,566

ges on the south side of the River Wharfe was chosen for iikiey's

Memarial Close for disabled ex-servicemen gained second place

and a Memorial Hall scheme third. When the scheme for the Memorial Gardens was put forward it was estimated costs would
be in the region of £10,000 to £12,000, The schemes were selected by the War Memorials Committee after much discussion
and following public meetings in which residents showed little interest.

A MAJOR storm is brewing in the Ikley district as the
dark menace of the wheelie bin looms on the horizon.
Nopody likes rubbish and we want it off our hands as
quickly as possible - whatever type of bin we have
dumped it in. Once again Bradford ‘Council has been
held up as the Great Satan for ing to meddle with a
tried and tested system. CIOED

. A certain amount of hysteria appears to accompa

| this subject. Certainly, wheelie bins will not add tgsir:he
natural beauty of Ilkley, Addingham, Burley-in-
Wharfedale or Menston.

However, the sight of a plastic bin is far more bleasing
on the eye than' empty crisp packets and half chewed
takeaway remains - items all too easily ripped from

- flimsy black bags by hungry rats and other unpleasant
creatures.

It is difficult to argue with the council’s view that any
move to reduce landfill is a positive one. Increased recy-
cling (if indeed that is what the scheme leads to) should
also be encouraged/welcomed, However, those so out-
raged by the prospect of wheelie bins are correct to
highlight the potential security problems.

A wheelie bin ‘parked’ outside a house all day does
scream ‘come in and help yourself’ to would-be bur-
glars. It may be that a wheelie-good neighbour scheme
needs to be introduced. Some community spirit should
ensure that bins can be wheeled back up drives by

frieléds and neighbours if they know someone is at
work, -

There is also some justification in fears for the elderly.
Nobody wants to see elderly people struggling with
large bins up and down steps and long drives,

However, will Bradford Council really force such people
to struggle with bins? Such a policy would rightly seé)
them condemned as heartless, uncaring and arrogant.
We shall wait and see.

1:00‘. Years Ago

THE &»r‘ vision of a refuse
destructor was an urgent need
for Ilkley, said the Ilkley
Gazette in June, 1899, 3

to mind the unsightly appear-
ance of the refuse tip on the
riverside towards the bridge
and the unpleasant odour aris-
ing from the burning of refuse
on Saturday afternoons at the
tip a little beyond Sunset View,
the need was most apparent.
The Gazette referred to other
towns of similar size to Ilkley
which had the advantage of a
destructor and supported any
suggestion on the part of the
local authority to obtain ane.

NANT Cottage, The Grove and
South Parade, Ilkley, were
bought by Joseph Crowther, of
Burley-in-Wharfedale, at an
Mlkley property sale for £2,200.
A plot of land with frontages to
The Grove and Wilton Road
and used as a kitchen garden,
was sold to Mr B Nussey, at 48
9d (24p) a yard. There were
2060 sguare vards. Another
plot of land, 4022 square yards

- with frontages to The Grove,

Eaton Hoad and St James Road
was bought by Mr J W
Ackroyd, of Bradford, at 6s per
yard. The former steam laun-
dry building at Burley-in-
Wharfedale with machinery

' and together with a neighbour-
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1scovered

75 Years Ago

THE discovery of an ancient
regervoir behind the White
Wells on Ilkley Moor in 1924
provided a good deal of specu-
Iation as to its use. It was sug-
gested that perhaps it served
as the first reservoir for the
town, but prior to the forma-
tion of the first private water
company in 1851, water in the
village was obtained from pri-
vate wells and three principal
springs. One of these was at
the bottom of the old cricket
field, known as Susan Well,
another behind the Old Star
Inn, known as Pollard Well and
the third well, known as
Dropping Well, was on Skipton
Road.



ILKLEY'S former bandstand which stood in West View Park
on the edge of likley Moor provided the platform for many
enjoyable performances by a popular llkley orchestra in the
first half of this century.
The Municipal Orchestra - as it was known - played twice
daily, morning and evening at the band enclosure under the
conductor of a talented musician. 7

By 1914 West View Park had become the general rendezvous
of the visitors who derived great pleasure from the music pro-
vided for them. It was said: "There was nothing more agree-

able after a day's ramble about the moors than to sit in the

cool of the evening and listen to the strains of delightful musi
discoursed by the orchestra." ¢ g

At that time it was intended to light up the bandstand and shel-
ters at West View Park with coloured fairy lamps.

Band performances continued at West View until the thirties
and for several years after the 1939-45 war the bandstand

served as a reminder of those Sunday evenings when on
could say: "Oh! Listen to the Band." - i

ILELEY'S landlords are pushing
for a bylaw to end the alarming
amount of drinking on the town's
streets.

The Pubwatch group is fed up
with drinkers congregating out-
side pubs and wandering off with
pint glasses and bottles.

However, there ig no immediate
prospect of an end to the problem
as police have highlighted difficul-
ties which could lie ahead.

Tracey Mallows, licensee of The
Station Hotel, and chairman of
Tlkley Pubwatch, said: "It is some-
thing all the pubs feel very strong-
1y about."

»There are two main reasons
why we want something doing -
the cost in lost glasses and the
safety aspect. People are walking

By Jonathan Riltgrg‘ ,1 ﬂ

off with a loaded weapon," she

Mrs Mallows said there were
cases of people wandering out of
one pub with a drink in their hand
and then trying to drink it in
another pub.

"Nobody wants to see people
drinking in the streets, it certainly
doesn't do anything for the town's
image," she said,

'Drinking outside can lead to
glasses being smashed on the
ground and in the road. This caus-
es problems for motorists," she
said.

Mrs Mallows said the call for a

bylaw to prevent drinking on the
streets might seem 'drastic' fo
some people, but it was a step
which would make life so much
easier for the town's landlords,

"lkley Carnival day was a night-
mare," she said. Many people
stayed behind after the festivities,
with drinkers spilling out of the
town centre pubs onto the
streets.

She said landlords did their best
to cope with people wandering
outside their particular pub but
the only real answer to the prob-
lem was to give police officers the
pt')iwer to stop people drinking out-
side.

Mirs Mallows and her colleagues
believe a bylaw would make the
rules very clear for drinkers - if

ou want a drink, drink it inside.

The Iikley Pubwatch team
meets regularly with Inspector
Alison Bennett of Ilkley Police.

Insp Bennett said! "We have
discussed this and T realise it is a
concern. There is a 1ot of drinking
on the streets.” .

"In the better weather people sit
outside on the grass and we have
limited powers to stop it she
said.

However, Insp Bennett said the
problem with introducing a bylaw
was how to define ‘drinking on
streets.’

She said: "A bylaw would have
to be very carefully worded so not
to preclude people enjoying a glass
of wine with a picnic down by the
river."




| by Jonathan Ritson

POSTMAN Pat and his black and
white cat never faced the problem
of ‘shrinking’ post boxes during
their exciting adventures.

The fictional postie, created by
Ilkley resident and children’s
author, John Cunliffe, would find
life a bit more stressful in Tkl
than in his usual haunts. :

It seems the town cannot cope

with the ever-growing size of

envelopes residents are posting,
Ilkley's post boxes are just not up
“to the task of taking late 20th cen-
tury designs, it has been claimed.

Two Ilkley parish councillors
believe they have stumbled across
an obvious yet rarely publicised
problem.

This ‘discovery’ comes as Royal
Mail prepares to spend £4.000
restoring the town’s oldest Penfold
post box, a listed“building which
dates back to 1855,

Coun Anne Hawkesworth and
Coun Amanda Clarke believe Royal
Mail could think about spending a
little more money to end the frus.
tration of residents who find their
mail simply will not fit in their
local ‘red box.’

i7/6[49
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Postman Pat, created by likiey author John Cunliffe, does not

have the problem of large envelopes on his rounds.

Coun Hawlkesworth gaid: “T am
sure this-is not something unique
to Ikley but it is certainly some-

~thing which needs to be looked at ”

She said the post boxes in Station
Plaza could take larger envelopes,
as did the post office itself, but it
was not convenient for everyone to
take their post to that point in the
town,

“Parking restrictions mean it is

ILKLEY'S youngsters have a ques-
tionable record when it comes to
policing their own facilities, it has
been claimed. ;

Coun Lexa Robinson is furious
that the town's Riverside Gardens
is again being mooted as a possible
site for a skating park,

Although Coun Robinson sup-
ports the idea of a skateboard
park in Ilkley, she has vowed to
fight any scheme in the Riverside
Gardens every inch of the way.

Speaking at Monday evening's
meeting of the parish council's
finance and general purposes com-
mittee, Coun Robinson said the
skaters should not have their way
at the expense of the rest of the
community.

"T do not think any town can
provide more for its youngsters

than llkley does" said
Robinson.

She reeled off a long list of
clubs, organisations and activities
on offer in the town, from soccer to
the sea scouts. .

Coun Robinson also called into
question that young people would
respect the facilities. She said the
back of the town's youth club (the
Warehouse) was covered in graffiti
- hardly a good example of young
beople fireating facilities with
Tespect.

"I feel skating is a sport, where-
as the Riverside Gardens is for
recreation, It is enjoyed by young

children, the elderly, disabled peo

ple and families having picnies,"
she said, = :

"It should not be forgotten,
these are memorial gardens,” said
Coun Robinson.

She said the area needed to cre-
ate skating facilities could be the
size of a tennis court, an unac-
ceptable loss of Riverside Gardens
greenery, she said.

Former parish councillor Roy
Fox is heavily involved with the
Warehouse set up. He said there
was graffiti on the back wall, some
of it rather unpleasant. However,
he said it was out of sight to most
people and was largely confined to
this one wall in town,

"l feel the Riverside Gardens
would be a good-site for skating
facilities, at the road end, furthest
away from the hotel," he said.

difficult for people to use the boxes
in Station Plaza.” she said.

The Gazette, intrigued by this
preblem, hit the streets of Ilkley to
see if residents really did have a
problem.

S8ix post boxes were visited (those
in Parish Ghyll Road, Cunliffe
Road, Skipton Road, Grove Road,
Westville Road and St James Road)
and all but one proved too small to

swallow an A4 size envelope, Coun

Clarke said: “This is a major proh-

lem, particularly for people who

work from home.”

She said the removal of the
Victorian post box had highlighted
the problem. Coun Clarke said her
husband had remarked how much
easier it was to post items in the
temporary box. However, she was
keen to see the original box
returned and unaltered,

Coun Clarke said it had made her
realise the need for more post bozes
able to cope with large envelopes,

A spokesman for Royal Mail said:
“If there is a formal request we
would listen sympathetically but it
does need to come from more than
one person.”

He said boxes of particular histor-
ical significance could not be
replaced with modern post boxes,

Coun Hawkesworth, said the
return of the historic Penfold post
box was exeellent news - provided
there was no attempt to widen its
opening. “That is one box we don't
want changing,” she said.

She would like to see new boxes to
complement Ilkley’s traditional
designs. “We want to keep the best
of the old but also live in the pre-
sent,” she said.

"I appreciate that it is a memor-
ial gardens but these people
fought and died for children," he
said. "They should be able to play
in a play area."

Two of Coun Robinson's col-
leagues said there was a danger of
‘picking' on youngsters and alien-
ating them. y

Coun Bob Jones said: "If you
have a out of sight out mind policy
then you could get trouble."

He said it would not be sensible
to push the youngsters into an
area where their activities could
not be seen openly.

- Coun Gary Shipley said: '."We

ave to be seen to approach this in
a positive way, not negative."
"We have to compromise in a
community," said Coun Julia
Collineton._
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DEBATES over the future of
Ikley Grammar School will
include a possible change of

name, the chairman of gover- |

nors has confirmed.

Under the Bradford school
reorganisation from a three to
a two-tier system of educa-
tion, Ilkley Grammar will
undergo a massive upheaval.

Already discussions have
taken place about the future
of the school, and the extra
teachers and buildinge need-
ed to accommodate around
500 more pupils.

Governing body chairman
John Cockshott said: "We are
very much focussing on the
fact that it is a new school.
The name of the school is
part of that debate - it will be
on the agenda during the next
academic year."

Mr Cockshott said that the
name issue will be raised at

rnors' meetings in
September or October but
nothing will be decided with-
out local consultation.

Mr Cockshott said at the
moment governors were
mainly concerned with pro-
ducing plans for the new
buildings which will be need-

ed from September 2000. He |

said there will be a meeting
next week to discuss what
was needed.

Tn preparation for the
changes, teachers who will be
working at the new school
have spent a joint training

Teachers from Ac
Ikley and  Burley-in-
Wharfedale middle schools -
which are to be abolished -
who have been appointed to
the new school and its present
staff met to discuss the organ-
isation of the school.

Head teacher Peter Wood
gaid: "Although the school
doesn't come into exisience
until September 2000, we have
a great opportunity in this
area to begin our planning
early. Virtually all the new
staff have been appointed
from our local middle school.
Because we have worked with
them within the Iikley
Pyramid of Schools for years,
we already know each other
well and they are familiar
with the way we work."

Mr Wood said it was impor-
tant to begin detailed plan-
" ning for the new school early.

He added: "There's going to
be a lot more work going on
next ' year -so that when
September 2000 comes we'll be
ready and prepared.”

‘ i
SIR, - [% istaLgldldLg or The Kings
Hall/Winter Gardens, Tlkley.

Praised by Presner in 1957 for its
style, gracs and beauty, loved by gen-
erations of Ilkley people since it was
first built at the turn of the century,
lovingly preserved and maintained
over the same period until 1974 when
Ikley lost control over its own hall.

Now it stands virtually derelict, but
still used by Ilkley people who have
nao wish to see it disappear - its toilets
a disgrace.

If it had been privately owned it
would have been shut down years ago
by the health authority. Ifs sole use
now seems to be by film and TV com-
panies, who want to depict the
depression of the 1920s and 30s, which
is exactly what it looks like - a stop-
ping off point on the Jarrow March.

How could Bradford Met have possi-
bly allowed it to get like this unless it
was deliberate? It is a cultural shock
for the people of likley, who attend
functions at the Hall, 4s then pay a
visit to either The Alhambra Theatre
or St George's Hall, Bradford.

The staff are decked out in splendid
uniforms, there are thick carpets
under your feet, expensive wallpaper
covers the walls, gilt lamps and chan-
deliers dazzie your eyes,

You leave after the performance in a

state of shock, wondering how it can |

be possible for some halls to receive
such glittering treatment, while
Ilkley is totally ignored and treated
like Cinderella.

How a loyal and faithful servant of

more than 20 years like caretaker Ian |

Powell has to dust down his evening
dress and bow tie for an 'Tkley func-
tion' while in Bradford at the
Alhambra, even the latest recruit is
filled out with a smart begilded uni-
form.

After spending £9 million on the
Alhambra and a like sum on 5t
George's Hall, Bradford can't serious-
1y believe that we would think it any
more than a joke to to apply for lot-
tery money.

HARRY TOLSEND

Razxsliegh,
The Drive,
Ben Rhydding.

Eieaﬁ% for wheelie

S are

FEARS that Hkley people will
have wheelie bins imposed on
them in unsuitable places have
been rubbished by one resi-
dent.

Andrew Dundas, who lives
at The Pines Cottages, Parish
Ghyll Drive, received a pleas-
ant surprise when he rang
Bradford Council to suggest
that the location was not suit-
able for pushing wheelie bins

-around.

An inspector from City Hall
arrived this week to examine
the area.

Mr Dundas said: "He said
that slopes here are far too
steep and steps are far too
many and numerous. We won't
be asked for wheelie bins to be
usedlfr

He added: "This shows the
council does send out people
to inspect where things are dif-
ficult and they don't impose
wheelie bins."

The council inspector
agreed that all six properties
could continue with their
bagged rubbish collection.

He also toid Mr Dundas that
there were several other loca-
tions in the steep area where
wheelie bins were not practi-
cal,

Mr Dundas praised the
inspector's attitude towards
his job and the professional

rubbished

and polite way he dealt with
the problem.

The introduction of wheelie
bins has led to vociferous
protests in Ilkley with many
residents afraid they would
unable to manoeuvre the larg
er containers on sloping an
difficult ground,

Former Ilkley dustbinman
Brian Clark, 65, and his wife
Margaret, 60, made a five-foot
wide sign saying No Wheelie
Bin Here and hung it outside
their Sunset Drive home.

The Gazette letters page has
been deluged with protesis
ahout wheelie bins but resi-
dents in nearby Menston are
reportedly content with their
introduction.

A spokesman for the cleans-
ing department, which feels
the new bins would be a bonus,
said: "We have always accepted
that for a variety of reasons it
would not be possible for every
household to have a wheeled
bin and that we would look at
people's individual circum-
stances.

"Anyone who has concerns
about the new system is urged
to contact us 80 we can assess
their situation and, as Mr
Dundas has found, if a wheeled
bin is not appropriate we will
make aliernative arrange-
ments to collect their rubbish.”

Fe Is about town’s charms
HIRREL B . .
fading in charity shop light

PLANS to open another charity shop in many charity shops - particularly a small

Tikley have sparked fears that the town's
charms could suffer if the trend continues.

Visitors flocked to Ilkley at the weekend
when the sun hit the town.

But many warned that the town's image
could deteriorate after they spotted the
new British Heart Foundation shop on
Brook Street - due to open on August 3.

_ Margaret Morton, of Dewsbury, who
comes to Ilkley every few weeks, said: “I
think that they can take over, but having
said that, I always look in them.

“T sometimes think the prices are not
that much lower than in the other shops.

“We have always come to Ikley, and 1
have liked it for the good shops, but it has
gone down and it has lost some of its char-
geters =

“If it gets taken over by charity shops; it

; wlttll’ no longer hold interest for a lot of peo-
3 ple”

Doreen Stokes, of Keighley, backed her
comments. She said: “People get a bit fed
up of seeing charity shops.

“1 think that a town can only take so

town like Tikley”

Ikley resident Geoff Marshall, 73, who
lives on Castle Gate, said: “We are getting
a lot of charity shops now.

“There are still too many, but they say
that Otley is even worse than [kley.

But he added: “It’s like anything else -
within a year, it will be part of the scenery.

“As long as they are decent charity
Sltlgis. 1 don’t think there's anything wrong
a

A spokesman for the British Heart
Foundation said: “We think that our shops
provide a service for the community wher-
ever they are based.

“We do spend quite a lot of money fitiing
out the shops to make them look as as pro-
fessional as possible.

“We spend between £30,000 and £40,000
on each shop. That is recouped within the
first year’s trading, and after that profits go
to fight heart disease.

He added: “In the broadest sense, every-
one can suffer from heart disease. It's doing
a service for everyone.”
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THIS warshouse, pictured from Brook Street, likley, which once served shops in The Grove, was converted to a row of shops
to become what is now the Grove Promenade. The land in front of the building formed the base of an embankment which car-
ried the railway west of likley. 8. 3.9

g

Donkey' Jackson, of likley, was one of the town's likeable characters at the turn of the last century who could perhaps be
regarded as a pioneer for providing a form of transport for residents and visitors alike. From his thatched cottage in Bridge Lane
he would operate his donkey hire business and today the stone steps leading to his front door still stand on the west side of
the lane. It was the partial collapse of the old building when part of the roof fell in, that for.ced him to move into Ca_stie Yard
where he continued his business until 1906. John Jackson, for that was. his full name, died in 1907 at the age of 81 and likley
lost one of its best known and much photdgraphed local characters.
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BILL OWEN made his final public
appearance in Ilkley and one resident
has paid a glowing tribute to the popu-
lar actor who died on Tuesday after los-
ing his battle against cancer.

Leslie Simpson, a member of the
team behind the British Watercolour
Society’s seasonal exhibitions in Ilkley,
revealed how the actor, best-known as
Compo in BBC television’s Last of the
Summer Wine, was not a man to break
a promise.

Mr Simpson said: “Bill opened the
summer exhibition on June 5.

“He had been filming in France the
day before and was due to be filming in
Holmfirth (the setting for the comedy)
on the Sunday.

“He was really too ill to open the
event but he was determined to do so.”

Mr Simpson said everyone connected
with the British Watercolour Society
was very upset about the actor's death.

“There are two sorts of people in life,
those who grab everything and those
who don’t. Bill was a very popular
man,” he said.

Mr Simpson revealed such was the
affection for the man, that two of those
connected with the summer exhibition

our in for
mpo

Bill Owen is pictured at his last
public appearance in llkiey. (T&A).

had driven Mr Owen to Leeds for a sur-
geon’s appointment and later taken
him shopping.

“Apparently, Bill was very quiet dur-
ing the start of filming for the new
series of Last of the Summer Wine, yet
sprang into life when he got into the
character of Compo,” he said.

The 85 year-old actor had a special
affection for Yorkshire, despite being a
Londoner by birth. He was the only non
Yorkshire member of the Yorkshire
Society.

Two years ago he revealed that his
wish was to be buried in Holmfirth, a
place he had come to think of as home.

Boundaries

Wl ebated

100 Years Ago

A MOVE in 1899 to extend the
boundaries of the Ilkley Urban
District by including Nesfield
with Langbar, Middleton and
Denton was to be considered
by councillors. The council's
street and drainage committee
believed preliminary steps
should be taken to achieve this
but it was agreed that a special
meeting of the councilshould
be called to discuss the ques-
tion. The committee's recom-
mendation followed a report of
the deputation appointed to
consult with the Wharfedale
(Ilkley) Estate Company which
had indicated that it was
desirous of making arrange-
ments for the treatment of
sewage and that it was the
intention to extend Brook
Street to the River Wharfe and
build a new bridge over the
river, Coun J C Naylor thought
these proposals were grave
matters and needed careful
consideration. It would be a
costly business and there

Town Hall future ‘under threat’

ILKLEY fesidents have been
warned not to be surprised if
they find themselves without a
town hall in the not-too-distant
future.

A number of changes at the
town hall has left the chair-
man and parish clerk uneasy
about its future status.

Indeed,” both have said the
situation over the building's
future is of 'grave concern.'

The very future existence of
the town hall itself is being
guestioned, although this has
been rubbished by Bradford
Couneil.

Coun Kate Brown and Miggy
Bailey are unhappy with plans
Use Dales bus
LR}

Y14 :
“lor lose it

ILKLEY residents have been
urged to make use of a Dales
hus service to ensure it coniin-
ues.

Parish councillor Tracy
Keeley said; "1 would like to
bring to people's attention the
fact that Ilkley islucky enough
to have a daily bus service that,
will take people into the
Dales."

The bus travels from Ilkley
bus station through
Addingham, Bolton Abbey,
Grassington and Kettlewell
hefore reaching Buckden.

Coun Keeley said: "This 18
the first time in 17 years that
llkley has had such a service.

“The present contract is due
to run until January 2 next
year. It would be a shame for
the bus to be underused and
for us to maybe wait another
17 years for it to be reinstated."

Bus times can be obtained at
the information board at Dkley
bus station stand 'C.

to reduce the level of staff at
the building, which they say
could lead to its eventual
demise. The council does not
agree.

A council spokesman said:
"The revenues and housing
departments at the town hall
are to share offices to provide a
more cost effective service.
Details are still being worked
out but we aim to maintain the
existing level of service."

The council said there has
been a decline in the use likley
cash office, mainly because
more people are using direct
debits. In the first three
months of this financial year

there were 9,700 transactions
compared with 11,400 in the
same period last year. This is
the busiest fime of the year
and at quiet times Ilkley staff
handle as few as 30 tramsac-
tions a day. «

'"Because the cash revenues
department is currenily in a
separate office two cashiers
are needed for health and secu-
rity reasons. When the offices
are merged only one cashier
will be required." said the
spokesman.

Coun Brown and Mrg Bailey
are not impressed. In a letier to
the council, they said: "With
the exception of planning

every department in|this totn
hall has had its\ services
reduced. In the case 'of educa-
tion the service was cut to the
hare bones so that at the end of
the day the-inevitable hap-
pened - the department closed.
We would expect the same to
happen with the council tax
service."

Mrs Bailey said the move
made a mockery of the govern-
ment's commitment to local
government. A recent white
paper emphasises being 'in
touch with the people, and Mrs
Bailey said the current propos-
als flew in the face of such
guidelines. :
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THESE buildings in Station Road, likley, which were once pén .of Baolling Farm, later to be known as Sedbergh House, wre
demolished in 1897 for the development of a new library. The buildings (left) were known as Tower Buildings and were pulled
down more than 70 years later to make way for Leconfield House,

e

' ILKLEY Castle by 1§74 had become a dwelling of all the squalid wreichedness and poverty in the village, as recalled in this
week's feature. The building (pictured), donated to the local authority by Percy Daiton, is today known as the llkiey Manor House
Museumn and Art Gallery after being restored in 1961. Its history dates back to the 15th century and it is believed the name

'llkley Castle' came about from its association with the Roman fort.
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Kate Henry, six, and Tessa Redshaw, four, enjoy the soaring temperatures at likley’s Lido. (T&A

Sun brings flocks of visitors to llkley

THE scorching temperatures have seen Ilkley Lido
under siege from residents and visitors desperate to
cool off. .

Record numbers have headed into town to enjoy the
outdoor swimming pool as the country baked in the
summer heat.

More than 8,000 people have poured into the pool
since the weekend, which has recorded the highest
number of visitors since 1995.

@uenes have built up outside the Denton Road-based
1ido as sun seekers look to relax in the cooling waters.

Staff have been rushed off their feet catering for the
thousands of visitors, many of whom have arrived

armed with picnics and refreshments.

Tlkley's Lido is one of the few remaining Lidos left in
the country. It opened to the public in 1936.

The rush of visitors is in complete contrast to the
game week last year.

Tt was deserted as Ilkley endured a miserable spell of
weather. |

The Lido opens every year at Spring Bank Holiday
and remains open until September. After that, swim-
ming enthusiasts have the option of visiting the town's
indoor pool next door.

It is open from 10am to 7.30pm, Monday to Friday, and
10am to 5.30pm on Saturday and Sundays.




A CONTROVERSIAL plan to site a
bathroom fittings factory in a resi-
dential area of Ilkley may be
thrown out before it reaches the
planning commitiee stage. .

Planners have already received a
418-signature petition and between
30 and 40 separate letters of objee-
tion to the plan put forward by
Dikley resident David Harrison.

Mr Harrison has run his manu-
facturing, storage and distribution
buginess, Cavalier Marketing, in
Silsden, for the last 16 years and is
seeking to expand to bigger
premises. '

He wants to move into a building
on Valley Drive, formerly used by
the Woolmark Company for
research and development. The
site is designated in planning
terms as light industrial! which
means that its use is compatible
with the surrounding residential
e Py - et

But if Mr Harrison's planning
application is successful the desig-
nation will change to 'general
industrial’ which could involve
processes which cause disturbance
to nearby householders.

_ Objectors have been cencentrat-
ing on the possible noise and fumes
coming from the bathroom fittings
business as well as the impact on
the surrounding roads from extra
traffic. They are also worried about
the intended storage of one tonne
of the hazardous chemical
Isocyanate in the building. It is
used with resin to create expand-
ing foam for filling in shower trays.
Ikley Parish Council's planning
committee has already recom-
mended refusing the plan and if
the chief planning officer and the
‘chairman of the planning commit-

tee agree, it could be turned down |

by officers using delegated powers,

Ilkley planning officer Martyn
Bu;l_:e. said that oificers were
waiting for detailed estimates of
traffic which would be generated
by the development before making
their recommendations to couneil-
lors. lb.6.40 5

Many residents in the area
believe that the land should be
redesignated as housing land now
that the Woolmark company has
moved to another part of the site, a
policy which is finding increasing
sympathy at the town hall,

There are worries that if the des-

4 lgnation is changed to general

<

industrial use, a situation could
arise in the future where the bath-
room fittings factory vacates the
site leaving it open for planning
applications for completely inap-
propriate industrial use.

- Mr Burke said: "This application
has made us think about the future
of the site. We may wish to review
the designation of the site and con-
sider alternative uses for it He
added: "likley badly needs land for
employment where there are
appropriate locations, but the
interests of the residents should be
81VEN prominence,”
aglrl Harrison'sdfactory in Silsden
mploys around 40 people and is
situated in a semi-resit?é}ntial area

only yards from an infants' school,

_The business is mainly warehous-

mlgn aénd distribution with a small

P vacuum forming sho

trays and filling them with fg';_v;r.

He told the Gagzette that no fume

creating processes would he
carried out.
A  spokesman for Bradford

Council's environmental health
department said there had been no
complaints against the factory
since it had been in operation.

ILKLEY'S Cancer Research Campaign Shop
shrugged off designer criticism and unveiled
its new look this week. -

In last week's llkley Gazette, the decision to
change the Grove-based shop from blue to
white, received stinging criticism.

Bob Tilley of IHkley Ciyic Society, felt the
new colour was against the spirit of 'uniform’
shop fronts in The Grove. ’

Despite the row, the charity weut'?xhegd with
its new look launch and invited Olicanians to
enjoy a day of fun and bargains,

The charity is very proud of its Tikley _shu_p
and is grateful for the fantastic suppert it
receives from the town. > )

In consultation with supporters nationwide,
the charity has modernised its logo to take on
the fund-raising challenge of the new millen-
ninam. - :

Regional director Pat Bradley, who last week
rejected the criticism of the re-branded look,
claiming the alternative would look like a
'dog's breakfast, said: "Our original logo - a
cluster of healthy cells with the rogue cancer

cell out of control - was almost 30 years old but
it is just as relevant today, We've changed the

- =, colours and reinforced the images making

them more relevant to our mission - to cure
cancer."

The Tkley shop is one of more than 270
nationwide which generate a joint annual
turnover of £15 million.

The charity believes its Tikley shop has been
a greal success since it was opened in October
1997, However, there is no question of any lau-
rels being rested on. ¥

Volunteers are still urgently needed. Anyone

Pictured outside the re-designed shop
are Sue Thompson, Elaine Hildreth,
Geoff Slight and Sheila Harwell.
(005-31AH).

mnterested in volunteering for just a few hours
a week should eall in to the shop any time
between Sam and S5pm (Monday to Saturday) or
telephone 01943 601862.

Donations of adult and children's clothing,
shoes, books, toys and bric-a-brac can also be
taken to the shop during business hours.



EXCLUSIVE

by Jonathan Ritson \.L\'ﬁ !

DEVIL worshippers are probably
responsible for sinister carvings
which have appeared on Ilkley
moar, it'was claimed this week.
Ben Rhydding ufologist Nigel
Mortimer is disturbed by occult
graffiti which has appeared at a
number of ancient sites on the
Moor.

Mr Mortimer believes Iikley's
famous swastika stone is just one
site under serious threat of van-
dalism from shadowy forces, A
goat's head and demonic face are
just two of the symbols which
have sent shudders down Mr
Mortimer's spine.

He said: "My own investigations
can reveal that there is at least
one Satanic zroup, which hails
from the South of England, and
has made several visits to the
fkley Moor region in order to con-
duct their own 'religious' cere-
monies."

‘T am aware of the leaders who
are responsible for this group, and
have conftacted them In an
attempt to dissuade any future
practices, or defacing of the
ancient sites on the moor," he said.

A recent Sunday attermoon stroll
across llkley moor turned imto a
worrying experience for Mr
_ Mortimer. Numerous strange
shapes had appeared on rocks
between White Wells and the

Great Skirtful of Stones near
Menston.

'] would not have minded too
much about observing them, if I
had not had my two young chil-
dren in my company, as at least
two of these carvings described
images which I would regard as
guite disturbing to those of a
young age," he said.

Mr Mortimer said a return visit
to the Great Skirtful of Stonesled
to the discovery of a stone-built
wershipping altar. One rock was
covered in black paint or far, inio
which a demonic face had been
carved. Next to this was a carving
of a horned-goat's head - an eccult
symbol.

"This image must have caused

alarm for some passerby, They had
taken it upon themselves to eich
the words "You have been warned.
Stop this ¢**p.' Ironically, whoever
this well-meaning individual was,
by his own actions he was only
adding to the irreversible damage
perpetuated préviously," said Mr
Mortimer.

"] can see this current trend hav-
ing an adyerse effect upon the
future accessibility for the public
on llkley Moor, should such
unwarranted practices continue.
That would be a shame for us all
and would take away the rights of
those individuals who respect and
regard the moor in the correct
manner, he said.

Mr Mortimer said there were

LEFT: An
altar of
stones
above
which tar
has been
daubed
and an
intricate
demonic
face
carved. (S)

RIGHT:
Nearby Is
this carv-
ing of a
horned-
goat's
head. (S)

groups who did use the moor's
ancient sites for ceremonial pur-
poses.

"] have made many good friends
within the Pagan community and
I am certain that their regard and
respect for such sites on Ikley
Moor would rule gut any deface-
ment of these 'sacred' places.
Whoever the phantom carvers are,
I feel pretty certain that their
motives are anything other than
respectful, positive or well mean-
ing," said Mr Mortimer.

The vandalism and possible
Satanic link has saddened the Rev
Paul Tudge, Vicar of Tikley's All
Saints’ Parish Church.

He =aid: "llkley Moor is a beauti-

| ful part of God's creation. It was

given by God to be enjoyed by
everyone. It is very sad if it is
being spoilt by vandals and those
wi!;h more evil intent."

Mr Mortimer added; "To ignore
this situation is to turn our backs
on our own local history, not to
mention the ancestry of|
mankind." |

The ufologist is setting up a peti- |
tion against any [uture deface-
ment of the moor's ancient sites,

@ Anyone wanting fo support
this petition or add their own
thoughts en the subject can con- |
tact Mr Mortimer at: Positive
Power - Nigel Mortimer, 65 Valley
Drive; Ben Rhydding, Ilkley, West |
Yorkshirve 1.529 8NL. |

AN ambitious multi-million pound

bland le: rid ith -
scheme to breathe new life into a ng corridors with num

bered doors.

[Bv Jonathan Ritson ]



AN ambitious multi-million pound
scheme {o breathe new life into a
former Ilkley hospital has been
revealed.

The Abbeyfield Ilkley Society is
planning to pump £7.2 million into
the Grove Hospital site, transform-
ing it into a model scheme for
housing the elderly.

After months of speculation, the
charity told the Gazette it was
delighted to finally unveil its plans
after a lot of work behind the
BCEenes.

The former convalescent hospi-
tal closed in 1993 and there has
been a great deal of concern about
the town centre site ever since.

Abbeyfield's integrated care
scheme for elderly people will be
the largest of three pilot schemes
around Britain.

The charity believes this form of
care, both medical and social, will
give elderly people a renewed lease
of life, promete independence and
help them maintain an active life
as part of the community.

The degvelopment will consist of
up to 59 one and two-bedrocomed
apartments and provide 24-hour
personal care, respite care facili-
ties and a day activity centre.

The grounds will be landscaped
to form an open space on the land
adjacent to The Grove, and will be
accessible to the public. Sixty four
néw trees will be planted.

e shell of the existing hospital
building will remain in tact but
new accommodation will be pro-
vided with 13 one and two-bed-

By Jonathan Ritson

room flats in Riddings Road and 31
one and two-bedroom apartments
in a building behind the existing
structure.

The former hospital itself will
house 26 en suite rooms for regis-
tered residential care. There wi
also be two guest/respite rooms.
The day centre will also be located
in the hospital building,

Shannon Houliston, vice chair-
man of The Abbeyfield Ilkley
Society, said everyone connected
with the scheme was yery excited
by its potential.

He said it was a positive move
which would help address the
problem of housing ever-increas-
ing numbers of elderly people.

"] believe 29 per cent of people in
Ilkley are over the age of 65. The
national average is about 18 per
cent. We have an ageing pepula-
tion, indeed the Royal Commission
of 1991 said the number of 85 year-
olds would double in the next 20
years, the number of 90 year-olds
would treble" he said.

Mr Houliston and his colleagues
believe too many elderly people are
cut off from the community in
which they live. They believe this
scheme will not condemn elderly
people to just venturing out once a
week for their pension.

The plan is to create a communi-
ty within a community - with
'streets' within the buildings, not

bland long corridors with num-
bered doors.

Those ‘occupying apartments
would be tenants, receiving care
packages tailored to individual
requirements,

About half the money needed
has already been raised. The
scheme will be funded by a combi-
nation of grant aid, private finance
and charitable donations. If plan-
ning permission is granted, the
charity plans to launch a fundrais-
ing appeal locally next year. .

Abbeyfield see this scheme as a
project which will benefit the
Hkley community as a whole.

Numerous town organisations
will make use of the facilities, with
several planning to establish a new
‘base’ on site.

Mr Houliston said: "The commit-
tee is already working with groups
with regard to the land adjacent to
the Grove. We have already sought
support from [kley gardener Alan
Titchmarsh for example. Groups
such as Rotary and the Civic
Society will also be involved."

The charity feels the project will
act as a pull for the town centre - a
spot where people can meet up in
delightful surroundings.

"This will not be an elitist
scheme," said Mr Houliston.
Potential residents would be
assessed by need, regardless of
sex, religion, colour or social class.

If planning permission is grant-
ed, work on the site could begin by
mid 2000 and be completed in
about 18 months.

i I TAR

Pictured looking at a mock-up of the site are left, John Hardy,/
chairman of the fundraising sub-committee for Abbeyfield at
likley, and Shannon Houliston. (038-32-AH)




SN llkley butcher has taken the
drastic step of buying his own car
park to ensure his business avoids
the chop.

David Lishman, below, of Leeds
-andlsangrythathehashadtu
buy land behind his shop in order
to prevent would-be customers
taking their money elsewhere.

Although not prepa.rer:l to reveal

By Jonathsg

'I"l

g, Mr
had paid out a 'considerable sum!'
to secure the land - a move which
he certainly never envisaged hav-
ing to make.
His decision to create 15 to 20

| sion to create the car parking
spaces for customers was taken
because [ felt the jmarking issue
was one which coutld jecpardise
the business," he saidl.

The Ilkley butcher believes the
town's parking crigtis has snow-
balled since the Railiway Road car
park became pay and. display:

He said the mowve to make
motorists pay had foreed them to
park in nearby streeds, making it
very difficult for customers to
park and pop into his, and other,
businesses.

Mr Lishman is acdamant that if
the problem was not addressed,
the results could be 'disastrous'.’

"The simple fact is that if people
cannot find somevvhere to park
they will go elsewhere, to the
supermarkets or thuz large out of
town stores," he saidl.

He said cars now filled the sur-
rounding roads, sucth as Nile Road
and Victory Road. "lLooking out of
the window, [ can't saze a single free
space," he said.

Unfortunately, M1 Lishman can-
not see a simple solutien to the
problem. He has sympathy with
motorists who do not wish to use
the pay and dispkay in Railway

spaces comes as Bradford Council
examines the problem of parking
in once again.

The council is preparing to
introduce maore residents and
business permit parking schemes
across the district.

Mr Lishman is furious that
parking has had such an influence
on business decisions. "The deci-

” o 15 - : T

Road but, equally, he is not pre
pared to see Ilkley businesses
strangled by the parking crisis.

He feels council plans to intro
duce more permit parkin
schemes is a welcome move but it
will merely push the problem fur-
ther out - not solve it.

The council feels a set criteria
for permit requests will be a posi-
tive move. Speaking before yester-
day's meeting of the highways sub
committee, Coun Adrian
Longthorn said: "Residential park-
ing is increasingly becoming a
problem for people in many areas
of the district where there is com-
petition for on-street parking near-
by."

The committee chairman said:
"By setting standards for the issue
of parking permits we would be
able to deal with residents'
reque&ts on a priority basis and so
improve local traffic condltlons
where they are most need

Meanwhile, Mr Lishman ‘has a
warning for non-customers plan-
ning to use his ‘car park.’

His staff are watching and are
not afraid to leave a polite notice
on the windscreens of offending
vehicles. (034-32-AM)




E&(cllpse chaser recalls ‘most glorious
sight ever presented to mankind’

[ By Paul Langan |

ANYONE wanting to
experience a full eclipse on
Wednesday will have to travel
south.

But back in 1927 during the
last eclipse over Britain
eclipse-watchers travelled to
Yorkshire to see the complete
effect.

Laura Stoll, of South Parade,
llkley, is a former Headingley
neighbour of the late Cyril
Cusworth, who wrote a person-
al account of his experience in
June 1927,

His widow Hammalare, who
now lives in Torquay, sent the
account to her friend Miss Stoll
and she brought it to the
Gazette.

Mr Cusworth writes: ‘The
year 1927 brought a wretched
sumimer; it rained almost every
day, and if it were not raining
the sky was cloudy, and as the
great day approached it
seemed very much as though
no living person would be
favoured sufficiently to see the
beautiful phenomenon.

On June 14 the Astronomer
Royal took his apparatus to the
village of Giggleswick in order
to get it fixed in position for the
occasion.'

Mr Cusworth describes how
he got up at 12.30am to eatch a
train from Leeds and wit-
nessed the crowds of cars and
bikes leaving the city for the
countryside.

‘The Railway Company had
allotted three special trains to
take people to Settle. Hundreds
of would be passengers were
unable to get in. The eclipse
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Above the hest \newmg points to see the eclipse and right, a full solar ecllpse as
seen in Guatemala last year. (Library pictures)

was to begin at 5.20am and it
was just at this time when
Settle was reached.

Mr Cusworth hurried into
the town then joined the
crowds on a climb to the top of
the hills overlooking the mar-
ket town, but to his dismay the
sun was obscured by clouds.

“The light was growing dim.
Time passed. 8.15am only nine
more minutes before totality -
looking at one’s watch and see-
ing the precious minutes pass
did not avail much. Everyone
dismayed - only five minutes
more and the interminable
black cloudbank still holding
sway.

‘Then a wonderful thing hap-
pened. The great cloudbank

hroke away by magic. The sun
shone in all its splendour from
a clear blue sky At last we
knew we should really and
truly see the totality - that
wonderful phrase the
astronomers had been telling
us about for the past six
months.

‘From sheer joy and excite-
ment at the re-appearance of
the sun the crown burst into
applause. :

‘624 Suddenly a mighty

darkness swepl across from the
horizon; the moon's shadow
passed swiftly and silently over
the sky, The light was changed
from a poor daylight to night
within a space of three or four
seconds.

‘It was most eerie, uncanny,
something most fearful was
going to happen. The earth had
been swallowed up into dark-
ness; the stars came out.

‘Immediately the great shad-
ow had descended, we turned
round to the east, and behold,
the most gorgeous, the most
magnificent and awe-inspiring
spectacler that man in his
wildest stretches of imagina-
tion could conceive!

‘A black dise suspended in
the heavens, surrounded by a
ring of beautiful light. The
periphery of the disc wag encir-
cled by a band of bright light.

‘This strange and impressive
sight lasted for 23 short sec-
onds. In the twinkling of an

eye, the moon moved away
from the sun, and the earth
wag lit up as suddenly as it had
been plunged into darkness,
Light returned once more,

‘In the end everything had
come off splendidly. How that
horrible cloud had almest suc-
ceeded in frustrating our
expectations! whereupon the
unseen hand of the great cre-
ator broke it asunder and
cleared the heavens, that we |
might be permitted to see the |
most glorious sight he ever pre-
sented to mankind.

‘The sudden transformation
from day to night; the awful
terrifying impression caused
by the swooping shadow of the
moon, when the darkness felt
as if it were about to swallow |
us up; the bewitching and |
exquisite beauty of the corona -
all these remain as a lasting |
impression in my mind of the
grandest sight in natural phe-
nomena.

‘For the loss of a night's sleep
I had been repaid a thousand-
fold, and many more nights'
sleep would 1 gladly forgo to |
witness the glory of another|
solar eclipse.’
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IMPROVISATION was the
name of the game yesterday as
hundreds of people viewed the
eclipse from the Cow and Calf
Rocks on Ilkley Moor.

Ladies of a certain age franti-
cally searched about their per-
son for safety pins with which

to pierce holes in empty corn- .

flake boxes.

Unfortunately, some thought
they were supposed to look
through the pinholes instead of
using them to project the sun's
disappearing image onto
another piece of cornflake
packet.

Rather than gasps of wonder,
the world-shattering event was
accompanied by not a few
mumbles of disappointment
when, quite frankly, it went a
bit gloomy for a while.

Some people had fragments of
welding glass to look through
_while other viewed the eclipse
through specially bought
glagses.

Jo Paollard, of Baildon, had
various hits of papers with
holes in: "I don't think it's
going to work," she told her
cousin, Kathy McGowan, who
was visiting from New Zealand
where Mrs Pollard originally
comes from.

She added: "I can't see any-
thing but a white piece of
paper - [ can't see it at all."

Mrs Pollard had travelled to
her former home town of Tlkley
for a shopping trip with her
cousin and they decided to take
in a bit of eclipse viewing
before the gerious business of

the day.

ornflake boxes and
safety pins on moor

Mrs Pollard is the widow of
Baildon evangalist Michael
Pollard, who was murdered by
robbers in Hungary.

Her father was a keen sky
watcher and she remembered
as a child being woken in the
middle of the night to see the
Russian satellite Sputnik as it
made its way across the starlit
gky. "He took me outside to
look at it before I fell asleep in
his arms;" said Mrs Pollard.

Mrs Pollard said she was
wishing for clearer skies in
Cornwall where her daughter,
Tamara, 22, was hoping to
catch a glimpse of the total
eclipse.

Despite an overcast sky and a
chilly wind, customers from
Betty's Tea Rooms thronged
expectantly outside in the hope
of catching a glimpse of the
eclipse through safety glasses.

Rick Lindley, 17, who worked
at Betty's Tea Rooms said: "We
are just excited about il. Ihave
always been interested in solar
goings-on. We are waiting for it
to go dark.

He added: "Somebody was
wanting a sandwich without
butter but there is nobody in
the kitchen because all the
gtaff are outside watching the
eclipse."

But eclipse fever had man-
aged to escape Jouni Mussalo,
29, of Finland, who said it took
him totally by surprise. Mr
Mussalo, who was in lkley on a
business trip, said he had had
no idea about the eclipse. He
added: "Its harmful to your
eyes - but 1 suppose I will look
atit,"

But the best view of the

eclipse was caught by staff and
passers-by outside the Skipton
Building Society on the Grove -
who gazed at the reflection of
the eclipse in the shop window.
Arvea manager | Andrew
Munro sald he could not
believe his eyes when he
realised that the whole spec-
tacular event was being pro-
jected on to adverts. |
He said: "We were just stand-
ing here and a customer came
t and said you have the |
eflection in the window
People have been doing it up
and down the Grove. It's a safer ‘

way of seeing it - and it was
good fun."

Lisa Farrar, manageress of
Clay Farrar on the Grove,
joined erowds of enthusiastic
eclipse gazers outside Betty's
tea rooms.

She said: "T have already had |
a looked through the sun visor
- it's amazing. It's really bright |
and very strong on the eyes,

*T have heard that apparently
you are supposed to make a
wish because it's a new start - |
along with the millennium."

But Jo Prowse, of Ilkley,
whose husband and children
went to Cornwall to view the
eclipse, had not realised that
such a sharp chill would
descend on Ilkley.

She said: "It’s very cold - Thad
not realised that it would be so
cold. I can imagine how people
hundreds of wyears ago musi
have been really frightened of
that happening to the sun. It's
a bit of a national event, and it
seems to draw people togeth-
er”
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?F."l and Mrs Thorpe outside Ardenlea, Queen’s Drive, likley. Now the Marie Curie Centre are hoping to find more information about the old house for a book on the subject. (s)

:'Can you help trace the history of this house?

LKLEY'S Ardenlea Marie Curie will welcome, of course, any old pho- C?r?]]andﬁon fsrse{g:rli]ﬁée?ﬂjoegé out- S;?ﬁ?ﬁgﬁtcﬁ%?gﬁg d?ggnb‘mgh ;

i i i hs or information. side their impresst : ne I 0 : )
Centre nee;ij&t;lﬂp 111 putting together \ By Jonathan Ritson to%gﬁg B PE. O L s Liz Binns said: “Mr Thorpe bought | "Liz Binns would like to hear from
he A house in the mid Sixties many people  the site of Ardenlea, Briarwood and anyone who has information or phot

A book about the Queens Drive-  year ggo1. i the nurs- Ardencroft in 1886 and lived in tographs covering this period and i
hased centre is being compiled ;l}lfi The baok is tracing Ardenlea f.rm:.n il:;es?:rﬁk%d; h:;evgé’;gg é::rs :n R et hjs L e o B
despite an appeal for former staff, it origins as a Victorian draper's cotrse many families have benefited hap_pgned-next?’ b

i famili Ip, there to the nt day. " Research has failed to provid : who feel t help
patients and families to help, home prese from its very special care. esearch b e con Any readers hey can
are still some missing ‘chapters. Ardenlea Volunteers Manager Liz : ; wners of the  crete information about ownership or  should tact her at the Ardenle;
21?..\ s io hadine renlaced BY 2 5twe eaids "We have Deople research- L_glm«tal}s-?f‘;u%n ..f.s.a.-na ae nen untl 1m.m.ﬂmnmmnu?ﬁg u’fﬁu &u o N . ¥



