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LKLEY BRIDGES (1)

THIRD CENTURY COMPLETED BY
PICTURESQUE STONE STRUCTURE

the foundations of the first

the work was done.

i  Writing to the Ilkley Free
§ Press in 1879, the Rev. Robert
¢ Collyer argued thatb until the
| besinning of the 17th century
il there was no bridge at Ilkley.
| From o map published in 1610
he gabhered there were fords
al  Addinegham, TIlkley and
| Burley and a bridee at Otley.
| The Ilkley ford was probably
close to the point where the
boating stretch ends in these
days or may be a few yards
above it. If the Roman road
i passes Immediately to the
| west of Low Hall, as some of
us believe il does, then by
accepting this the line to 1]‘Le
ford and on to the fort is
maintained. The discovery of
8l a2 Roman altar reputedly by
Camden undet the steps of a
¥ house when he visited Iikley
B as a historian Is believed to
| confinm this.

Camden claims that the
altar was vraised by fhe
Roman Prefect ap Tlkley,

tude for his escape Irom
death when he slipped on the
slippery stones and was saved
from the deep water by the
intervention of Verbelz god-
dess of the River, His inscrip-
R tionn  Tead, “Tg  Verbeia,
} Sacred. Clodious Fronto. Ded.
| Prefect of {he Cohort, Second
Ligones."

JOHN CROOKE

) There was evidently a
bridee at Ilkley in the earliest

art of the 17th cenbtury
A ecall§e there is an eniry in
o the Pontefract  Sessions

¥ Order Book, 14 Apil, 1639,
which refers to repairs to a

| 1ead—1iklev bridge: John
! Cropke, a free mason having
underfaken the work at Ilkley
Bridge for the building
thereof and provided
| materigls for the suid worke
and havinge browie tip hoth
the endes and raised up the

illers and botlr the arches,

he sald worke was sodainely
taken away by the violence of
a flood the XIITth of July

| surveyors of
then certifie that there was
noe defect or neglect in the
saig Crooke or the workemen
rhere but that it was onely
B the Act of God and that he
sustayned loss to the value of |
one hundred pounds bel
estregated on the whole of the |
West Riding, and be paid over
R 1o the said Crooke for the
8 work aforesaid.”
! Nine years later

it was
| —— i

Ap the base of the wall to t

| Claudi (o)us Fronte in grati- |

|| bridge being washed away. Il |

' lasy and forasmuch as the |
the work did |

two arch bridge,

again In a very poor state of
repalr. Sitting at Wetherby
sesions the Justices decided
that some of them should
view the Ilkley bridee and
present a true accouny to tlie
next sessions as to the likely
of ils repair and the cost
ur new stone bridge. It is
recorded that at Wakefield in
April, 1649, it was reported
that £340 would rebuilg if.
' As a result £300 was estreated
on the Riding. But in August
of that year Lh{_’. York Assizes
was told that “£300 will nol
g0 nigh to I'u]..=h the work!"”
and g further #£50 was
estreated on  the Riding.”
Troubles continued. In Jan-
uary 1658 Lhe Wcl.llc!ﬂ));
Sessions had a repor}
bridge was ‘washed away,
nothing remaining save fha
,aLmtment:, on boath sides.”

BROKEN DOWN

' The Ordér Book recorded

that the bridege tremained
“broken down by a great
inundation, to be viewed and
certified.”” An amouni of £430
for re-edifving, certified and
! pstreated. and security to be
vaken from the workmen o
uphold it for three years.”
That was in 1659 at Ponte-
fract, and again st Pontefract
two wears later, April, 1661,
it was recorded” charged on
the Riding; broken downe to
be viewed and ascertained
whether a good foundalion be
there or noe, and certified. IT
has broken down several
times the Iast twenty years,

’ueevnE at Knaresborough
in October, 1661, it was certi-
fied that there may be got a
good foundation, a further
view was ordered, and the
cost to be certified. It was
agreed to certify an expendi-
ture of £500 but this sum was
niot to be estreated “until the
workmen had given a bond in
£1,000 to uphold the bridge
for seven years, as il has been
such a great charge upon the
Riding by several tymes
falling down.”

This bond was sald To have
been forfeited when the
Justices met at Pontefract in
April, 1664, but there was a
petitien by three masons (hat
their work to be examined to
seg if whether the fall of the
bridge was not occasioned by
| the violent flood set forth n

that the |

4

ESTABLISHED 1820

Dacre, Son & Hartley

___CHARTERED SURVEYORS,
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the rizhl of the picture when the river is low can be seel
It was at this peint that the river was
crossed and traces of the old bridge can be seen on either side

Examination of the banks on either side of the river some 20 yards
lr[owns!ream from the Ilkley old bridge will reveal remains of the structure
which immediately preceded it. This was a two arch bridge which constantly
was in necd of repair due to damage caused by succeeding floods and was
. finally washed away in 1673 by the huge floods which did immense Jdamage
in Wharfedale destroying bridges at Kettlewell, Bumnsall, Barden, Bolton Abbey |
and Otley. Though there have been arguments about the actual date when rhr ;
- present bridge was built, 1675 is generally accepted as the date when most of

Sh

the Petition or by their not
completing the work substan-
tially as they should have
done, and certify to Wetherby
Bessions, at Knaresborough
in_October, 16864

Following this examination |
a Ch:ﬂcen Suit was insbl-
futed against the masons, bug!
n _Octoﬁ_‘»m‘. 1665, 1t was |
decided to go no further with
the prosacution, “‘on  thelr
paying such moneys as are
alread: expended fouching
the same. This was done and
the bond of £1,000 cancelied
It was not until April, 1870,
that the bond was ordered to
be delivered up.”

REGISTER

The flood of 1673 which |
destroyed So many bridges
and ptoperty In the Wharfe
Valley was recorded In the
Otley Parlsh Register as fol-
lows.—A.D. 1673, This .*;um—!
mer 1s remarkable for the|
abundant and confinual rain
thereinn. On the eleventh day
of this month there was a
wonderful inundation of |
walers in the Northern parts. |
This river of Whaif wdas never
known within memory of |
man to be 50 big by a fulll
vard in height running up In
direct line to Hallhillwell. It
overfurned Eettlewell Bridge,
Burnsall Bridge, Bolton
Bridege, Tlkley Bridge, and
Otley, ang the greatesg patlt
of the water mills. It also

nearly swept away Pool low |

fuller mills, and carried them
down the water whole like to
a ship. It left neither corn nor
cattle upon the coasts there-

| of.” This account '\da r‘on led

into the
Register,

HAINSWORTH

Mr. Jonathan Iﬁmswnirh
rate wlle(‘*m and nulsance
inspecior to the Tlkley Local
Board, and something of anl
authority but proved to be not!
always certain in his informa-|
tion, or, perhaps DMOIR GO
rectly with his conclusions
based on whalt he had. dis-
coveted, wrote in reply (o Dr |
Collyer in 1879, At fhat time,
he told the Tlkley Free Press.|
the foundalions of the abuts
metit on the left bank and)
those of the centre pier as|
well were still intact and quite |
\mnle about twentv yards

| below the present bridge.

His comments will appear |
in the secomd article.

RMG. |

Ilkley rizh |
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LEY BRIDGES (2)

0.5 fpud 1075

BUILDING OF A STRUCTURE WHICH _
HAS WITHSTOOD FLOOD WATERS
FOR THREE HUUNDRED YEARS

ore leisurely days of the end of the lask century are recalled by this picture,

horse drawn vehicles such as this earried visitors to Bolton Abbey

: wnd Beamsley, Apart from the ford, the only way of
eans of the Old Bridge. -

1 B
by way of
crossing the river was by

The destruction of the two arch bridge over the River Wharfe at Hkley

h 1673 by the most devastating flood within living memory left a debris of
essed stone which still can be seen not only just below the present “old’
e but at different parts lower down stream. The replacement of the iwo
bridge was begun at a point slightly above the old line in 1675 and was

ed the following year. Thus for three centuries this bridee has been a

ect for artists and professional and amateur photographers.

week (he Frst article |
_the constant prob-
mg the two arch:

i

Later Date ?

seem af _ Mr. Hainsworth coes on to
of " Inin pueest Wt ne ridio may
i w05, of ibs ; wilt at a much
g&;ﬁe;;emenwr’ later date than 1675, o

ch for the West . T

and they || he "chanced upon the initials

Il W, G,_and the date 1739 in

1 two places” the inscription

being quite as weatherworn

as any of (he other curious

old banker marks to be found

; ~of | on almost every stone. “This,

had some gom- f says Mr, Hainsworth, would

e in ghe Ilkley || give the age of the bridge as

‘ess in reply fo some J| 140 years and not 200 as Mr.

ubmitted by Robert | Collyer had supposed, “and

‘or, AL that time, he ! betwixt the fall of the old

i was possible to sec npt | bridge and the building of the
e remning of the abut- | plers of the present bridge,
on the left bank buf || there would be an interval of

sl

buily 1

hose of the cenbre pier. | 66 years with only a tantaliz- |

Looking from pi
it 1s patent the
width of the two g
ch would compel | building as that the work was
of a flat or ellip- | begun so soon; heart tp begin

ing and melancholy ruin, The
wondeyr 15, not thal Lhey

% of arch, the enor- [ a third time could only come |

n of which, com- || with & new generation after
a cdent light sio much disappointiient and

Halnsworth's  claim |

does .r’lol; appear to have re-

ur | ceived much backing and |
ds | e) indeed led fo some argument |
g sandy em-| from the Rey. Collyer wha |

and .
nents would be as fatal| would have none of it. The
old bridee as the nibbl.a‘hlgrh arch and the steep
yeazel to thal perish. approaches at any rate proved
on 2 “Bamson trap.” | something of a problem to
blame therefove G0l teamsters with heavy wag-
John Crooke, the gons and was regarded as
. Traces of the wreck useless for the purpose. More
y be seen for some dis-' use was made of g ford down-
c¢ down {he bed of the stream. If was described as a

nd some three ar four| foolish piece of workmanship. ! - :
&Pl e i * i il i remains of which mav still bai

iaed piece of Gompleted

In 1676, the bridee com-

pleted there was a request ||

he from the workmen for the
7 bridge to be viewed, they
claiming itg sufficiency, and

eventually the inspection was |
carried out by Henry, Lord |

v was  come Fa.i;t}"_ax. 'I&heret mf_;?re ik
n glonaside and problems due to the foods,

T Apneside a5 and in 1883 the Vicar of Iik:

This may have been g J&V, the Rev. William Hustler

the original path- and eleven parishioners asked |

0 i ea [Or the bridee to be viewed.
i P};ﬁ,ﬁ;ﬁ’: ?;gg”:ﬁ They asked for the repair of
ev'elsfed up from the damage done “by the late
he southern end of d “and strength of ice
idge. The level and tirouah which the pridge has

tion of the latter 2rowne ruinous at the west

5 many remember DOINL of the north pillar and

lent force to the S€VeTall stones clear driven

ison which old people Quf: as also seyrall greal
“petwixt Tkley Bridge as TWDes is made in the banks
t used to be, and the roof of 2Vt both wings of the south
ouse. As it is more than landstalls by the s'd fiood.” In

o that the old hridge 1689 repairs were .n progress
inseseure concern, Siones being re-instaled and

er ‘g’?‘?ﬁ'ngéf . ‘E;: way being carefully relaid.”

; E‘l;:.m esque, incon-

waited &o lomg for the re-|

the pavement below the arch-.!

e problem of approach to |
the bridge by all bub the
lightest conveyances col-
tinued through to the end af
the century, apparently right .
through the next and into the |
18th when the land arches |
and the Improved &pproachesl
are believed to have been |
added, |

The oid structure has been |
battered by many high floods
in its 300 years In November, |
1866, Jonathan Hainsworth ||
indicated by cutting 3 line on
the bridee near the stone ||
steps leading down to the ||
boating lengzth the point

reached by the flood waters.

Since ghen another has been
| added slighfly“higher, and it
is understood thal a flood in
| bhe last 20 years actually -
| passed that but was n

marked on the bridge. Rep

have been carried out from
time fo time but considering
the huge mass of water
moving ab speed, carrying
heayy tree trunks and other
;:p‘bfeﬂts which batter the
bridge, the structure has done
remarkably well to survive.

Paved Road
Mr. Hainsworth writing mn
1879 said it was not generally |
| known “that a boulder paved
road some six feel in width, |
| well sef on a bed of peat and

ashes underlies the modern |

tarmacadam in Brodge Lane, |
| being a portion of the old
pack saddle road leading
westward dlopg the river side

| seen in many places”

. By 1884 there were signs!
| that the public and the mem- |

bers of the Local Board were §

. becoming exasperated by the |
| accidents caused by large

| crossing the bridge, and a
! those befalling the more recl
‘ less riders.

They decided in the middie
of the year fo accept a resolu- |
| tion to level and to widen [he

 bridge, bui a month 1:;1t.erl

rescinded the resolution which
had nmi I?tatl vé;'ith univefszgl
approval, ater transpirved

|| that at the time Mr. Middle-

- ton, who apparenlly had not

! been consulbed had not Jooked
uvon the aquestion of selling
land on the north side of the
Tiver.

Towards the end of the
vert he did not indicate that
he was prepared to ciﬁ‘er land
‘ont that side but no less than
Gﬂntio T0 acres and at 55 a
yard, ¥

vehicles ang teams ol horses

i 7 |
14 was a decision which
brought _intp  beitg hgl
Wharfedale Estate Company,
the provision of the W
Bridge" and the removal of

 property which prevented the

«tension of Brook Street
%::fwarl:hs andﬁ_s_[e_rosaf t};e ﬁvr%;_
1 estruction of TEE
e S S he © Middlcton
Woods, and the building of
costly villas on that side of
the river. O

0 _eﬁs gl
bought for

strqn‘i'ejﬁ C
Whi (&)

heir

council ap
te
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' OLD FARMSTEAD HOME OF ANCIENT
FAMILY BECAME CONTROVERSIAL
SITE FOR MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS

The Bolling family of Bradford had an Ilkley branch which by the 18th
and -l 9th century had built itself to some wealth and to some authority in this
d_lsp'ict. It occupied land on part of which the municipal buildings and the post
office now stand. In the time of the Bollings the house and the land around
was klnown as the Bolling Farm. It is known they rented it as far back as 1706,
held it for 160 years. As Sedbergh House it was afterwards occupied by a
rznember of the Margerison family, then by Mr. E. H. Wade and after his death
fn.|§94 was bought by the Ilkley Council as a potential site for municipal
buildings and so started a controversy which wrangled on for a decade

. It would seem that there
is no record of the bullder of
Farm but it was so long in
the eccupation of the Bollings
it would seem they had some-
thing to do with if. It was
actually owned during their
occupalion by the Sedbergh
School who had money |
invested in differenf proper-
‘fies in the town. The Bollings, |
it was said, owmed all the |
houses on the east side of |
Brook Street, which were ||
later converted fo .shops |
.';rhe?r built the Orescent Hotel |

860. More of them in a
‘footnobe o this article. Their
‘property passed  to |
nephews, the Margerisons,
| one of whom resided at Sed-
| h. House, He was suc-
| ceeded hy BE. H, Wade, a man |
of some standing in Ilkley !
and Bradford.

The proposal ol the Ilkley

Urban Couneil to buy Sed-
bergh Houge and 1ts sardens

met with immediate opposi- ||
| tion. At an inquiry in Sepi- |
ember, 1896 when the Council

presenled ils case for borrow-

g £6,270 to buy Sedbergh |
House, and other amounts for

the pas undertaking, sewage

E;aposals and fto lav out

Spences gardens Lhere was ne

lack of people ready to stand

nU[!J_l and cppose the proposal.

| There was evident fear that

this purchase was going to

add {o the rates, a moint of

view which the Inspector

conducling the inguiry saild

he could Dot take Into

account, It was also argued

that there was a larger, much

better, and cheaper area of

land for sale with a frontage

fo Wells Road which could be |
bought for the purpose.

WIDENED ROAD

The Inspector came down |
on the side of the Council and
approval was piven in Oclo-
ber, the purchase bein
carried out Im March. 1897.
\The Council immediately
pulled down some old build-

whick pushed into

ngs 1CE
Station Road., They widened

the road, which was some-
1;1-1:11%I for which they had
sought to purchase the site
|and having done this they |
left av_ [ to nature. A
pretiy job it scon made of it.
It was not long before the
land was an eyesore. Imine-
diately in front of the station,
it caught the eye of people
who arrived by train, it was

.| the subject of comment by
s | the hundreds of visitors who

1!

‘and the

came inte fthe town, and
caused furiously indignant
protests from fhe ratepayers
strong opposition
which existed among some of
the town leaders outside the
Council, It was a waste of
money, completely unmneces-
sary, they said. Repeated
efforts were made to persuade
and somelimes to bully the
Council intp selling the site.
One of their constant critics
was Oswald Lister. It was not
until 1900 when they con-
structed Chantry Drive and
Whitton Croft Road that the

_| Council appeared to awaken

to their responsibilities, That
accomplished they wenf fto
- i 0y 21T

{ Tor a lbrary,

| act

Iy pulled down some old buildings which pushed into
the house known as Bolling }bhe road which was something for which they had sgusht

ing done this they left ev
NUDGE
In that year the Counecil
had a nudgé from the Gazette
which thought it & lack
of Dbusiness ability that
thousands of pounds should
be allowed to lie dead in that
way. If they did mot intend
to build a public library and
public buildings on the site,
they could plant a few flower
beds, put seats for the public
| there and make it a very
pleasant mlace, \
Not, the Gazelte hastily

addad, that it was anxious to |
see too costly public offices |
erected there, Oh, dear me no,
The Gazette apparently re-
called that a good moany of

il its readers thought the Town

Hall site all that it had said §
in its earlier paragraph. No,
said the Garzefte, warming to
the idea, the Council accom-
modation i Parish Ghyll
Road, was satisfactory and
ample. Indeed. said the
Gazette more enthusiastically
it was a much betler rent than
it had been on the Grove or
was likely to be elsewhere.

| The offices might be a little

out of the way, bul ratepayers
had need to make only occa- |
sional visits “so “the incon- |

| venience in this direction is

comparatively small”

LiBRARY

The Gazette recalled that
vart of the Town Hall scheme
1ad been the provision of a
library, So Just im  case
readers might think ¢he news-
gaper mizht be just a little
ackward in not pressing for
this, it suggested that
although the necessity for |
hibrary buildings might not at
present exist “a few daily
papers and periodicals at the |
Museum could be provided at ‘
small cost and with no hitéle |
satisfaction and pleasure to a |
large number of working
class residents.”

It was In facy the possi-
bility of promme library
accominodation thag res
awakened the entire scheme
for library and town hall. In

11903, Mr. Carnegie offered to

give £3,000 to the Council to
erect a free library. Things
began to move., In Augusl
1903, the Local Government
Board sanctioned the use of |
part of the Station Road sile |
ary, In November |
the Council mviled competi- |
tive designs for the buildings. |
They also asked the Institute |
of Britis)y architects to nomi- |
| nate one of their members to |
as assessor and were |
taken aback when the person
in  questign indicated his
terms as being 100 guinea:
and travelling expenses, This
suim, said fhe shocked mem-
bers, they regarded as exces-|
sive and much greater than
any of them dreamed ol pay-
ing, Could the figure notl be
reduced or ancther archifect
appointed af less cost ? They
decided to seek the views of
the president of the Institute.

erything to nature ‘A pretty job

1Xty entries had Dbeen re-
ceived. Some time later it
was said the Council had
accepted the terms though it
was moy indicated whether
thev had been reduced.

The Sub-Commitiee
examined the entries and at
their meeting in May, 1904 —
71 years ago—they chose the
design of Mr. William Bake-

well of Park Square, Leeds. |

Second choice went to the
plan of Regmald T.
Longden of Bursiem who
eained £50 and third prize fo
Messrs. Septimus ‘arwick
and Herber; A. Hall, joint
architects, of Lancaster Road.
It has some times been said
that the particular fyme of
clock tower was an_after-
thought because a heavier
style would not be suitable

for the site, The type of clock {
erected However |
winning |
sketeh. The cost of the lib- |
| vary was shown as £2,991 and

tower as

appears in the

that of the public offices and
assembly hall as £7.062, a
total of £10,053.

R. M. GREEN
Note—Dr. Robert Collyer
and J. H, Turner in their
publication “Ilkley: Amcient
and Modern” which is 80

| came o

¢ drive a

rears old this year, tell us
hat “Robert ' Bolling of
Bolling, whose will is dated
1487 held lands al Hethlee.
The Bqllin?s are well remem-
bered in Ilkley, They came |
from Chellow and Bolling, by
Bradford, about 1690 when we
find Edward Bolling, gent,
Yiving in our town, who weas
made churchwarden in 1885,
was trustee of the church and
school funds in 1701 rented

part of the Sedbergh School |

property, then known as

| Bollings Farm in 1706. His

fourth son was born in 1708,
ang in 1745 married Phoebe,
daughter of ‘vicar’ Lister.
Right children were born of
this marriage of which John
horn on St, John's Day. 1746,
was the eldest, He married
Mary, dauzhter of Ellis Cun-
1Iff in_ 1776 and four years
after this, in 1780, his father
died and was burried in the
North aisle of the church.
John Bolling and his wife
Mary had five children.
Phoebe, second, married
Richard Margerison, The old
Bolling home was a nq!;e—
worthy sight 50 years ago —
apparently about 1830—"Natty
and Robert of the elder
lfamily were living, TEllis,
Williamun and Lister of the
later, all single men and al
¢iinging to the old nest withi
Mary Cunliff to mind th
Those who kney her said shef
was a wonderful woman. Bh

| took summer boarders before

my louse was built for that
Eu_;rposa. Fine old families
per house and she
sen{ their boys home i
dream of her splendid eoun-
trv table. The Bollings had a
mreat deal of money among
them for those times and
were counted a little close. It
was true and nof frue. They
were savers but could mive
ang were distineuished for
the most absolule and

Jess integrity. They

close barzain,
would not peril their honour

i even in horse trade.”
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oncentr:
ent and on a public campaign

1903 when Mr. Carnegie o

ring the demolishing some building: to
cil had allowed by neglect the area to become

ffered £3.000 for a free

revived its scheme for municipal buildings.

Parj of the Sedbergh House and its garden which made way for the Public Library
and Town Hall Scheme af the beginning of the century. The tower of Tower Buildings,
also now pulled down and replaced by flats, gives an idea of the position Bedbergh
Houge onee otcupied. Previously it was Bolling's farm, the home of she Ilkley branch of

the noted Bradford family.

It was in January, 1803
a4 public inguiry was
at the offices of the
 into the Council’s

on to borrow £10,000

) the public offices n

tion Road and £2,300 for
the provision of a refuse
destructor on land adjoining
fhe sewage works and the
cemetery. The town hall
seheme provoked cousiderable

' op_%osiuon. %
he Clerk, Mr. Frank Hall,
admitled that it was Dot
denied that the Council’s
offices in the past five years
| had been located in three
different places. It was now
felt, he said, thai the Lme
had now arrived when the
town was "of sufficient value
and importance fo have its
own buildings for Lhe trans-
action of its public activities.”
He did not hesitate to admit
fhat their present offices were
| the most, suitable of auy the
Couneil had occupied. Yet the
authority failed to see why a
site whieh was purchased
- somie eirhi years previously
for the purpose should any
longer remain idle and un-
built npon, whilst at the same
time they were paying £100
a year for office accommoda~
tion, Py
Ever since the Town Hall
site had been purchased, said
Mr. Hall it had incurred an
annual charge of £340 a year
for interest and instalment
| alone and the Council did not
feel justified in defraying

| such a charge from the rates|be

any longer wibthout maki
efforts vo utbilize the l-andmtg

the best advantage.
ASSEMBLY HALL

The advantages of
assembly hall would be a
raost useful portion of Ilkey's
ublic buildings. Neither the
r._ atipnal Lecture nor
St. rgaret’s ade-
quately provided what was
required, It Wwas doubted
whether any health resort of
similar population and 1m-
yortance of JIlkley was s0
acking of accommodation
\for a itheatrical company,
|concerts, balls and other pub-
lic funections. It was anticipa-
ted that the anmil
would provide a &
sum  towards m

—r——

yearly charge for
instalment on
account,

Mr, J. W. Benson, Chair- |
man of the Council, said a
large number of influential
ratepayers obtained  their
livelihood by means of visi-
tors and it wag essential that
the local authority should do
its utmost to increase Ilkley's

ppularity as A health resort,

e wds quite prepared 0|
admit that this scheme would
involve a slight increase in
the rates, but, saild M.
Benson, the District Rate
was only 3s. 4d. in the £ and
this was sevenpence less than
four years before. {

There were people present
who supporbed the offices
part of the scheme but were
against the free library and
Mr. J. W. Dixon polnted oub
that the library part of the
seheme had nothing to do
with that inguiry. The money
for the library was being
provided by Mr. Carnegie, he
said, -

FOR 20 YEARS

Mr. H E Mines saw no
reason why the Council
should not remain in their
Tesent

interest-and
the capital ‘

accommodation [for
he next 20 vears. “They ale
large enough in every respect
and wi = for fully that
period least,” he said. 1
cannol
are going to benefit by new
offices. e may be paying
£100 a year rent buf it will

. £1,000 a year II bhis
scheme Is gone on with, We
have plenty of public hialls
and certainly more than get

filled.”
y Dilly, well

at

known

Mr. C. :
an | local hotelier, thought a pub-

lic hall of the character pro-
posed was quite unnecessary.
If it was visitors they were
catering for then the best
thing that could be erected
was @& winter garden. !

_gr_e-sent. pffices were built for

e purpose and wers more
than sufficient  for  their
requirements and would be so
for many years to come. “If
we made a had bargain  in
purchasing the Town Hall
site there is no reason why

e! we should make a Worse

erecti buildings  of this
chlﬂmlgtg&;r ma-eon:f 1 am per-

gee how the Counecil|W

fectly sure that the opposi-
tion to the proposal is Very
strong and the Council
should have taken a poll of
‘sﬂleb.mtepayers on the sub-

e-ﬁ _.l

“RATES DOUBLE"

Mr. F. Sufeliffe thought
both the public offices and
the hall were totally unneces- |
sary. He drew attention to
the number of emply houses
in the town. “If the Council
have their way the rates will
be double what they are
today 1 ten years time,” he
puld, -

There was fome argument
between the Clerk and My,
Tsaac Dean who wanted to
kmow if the lowest tender was
accepted for the erection of
those buildings,

. Dixon intervened o
say that Mr, Dean was one
of those who tendered and |
so was oub of order, and when
Ar. L. T. Learoyd said he
would ask the question, M.
Dixon said the same objec-
tion applied. 5 !

Myr. Dilly: Well, I did not
E_ender so 1 will ask the gues-~|
ion.

The Clerk: The Council
were not under obligation to b

accept any tender,

Mr. Dilly: Why wasn't the
lowest tender aceepted when
man was able to do the |

The Clerk: The advertise-|
ment inviting tenders had a §
clauze to the effect—the low-|
gst or any tender not neces-
sarily apcepted.

" £150 HIRE EXPECTED
Replying to the other |

‘objections, the Clerk said Mr.
es=

. had said there wezre
at least another hall. dozen
halls in the town and had
ineluded the Victoria Hall but
that was now used solely as
a warehouse, The Couneil

he | reckoned they would geb £150

from the letfing of their hall
and not £10 as suggested by
Mz. Milnes, "The whole thing
will mean an expenditure
equal to a iwopenny rate
neluding cost of furnishings.

The Inspector said if a loan
was sanctioned for 30 years
itt would mean a three half-
penny rate

: R. M. GREEN
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TOWN HALL SCHE,

MANY FURTHER
OPENING CERE

RD

IES ARE

EVENTUALLY CARRIED OUT

Pleas. by over 600 signatories to a petitior) asking for postponement
of a loan sanction decision for the development of the Station Road site as a
public library and Town Hall were ignored by the Local Government Board in
1905. Instead they later gave their consent. The severe depression in trade and

 the large number of empty houses in the town were two of the reasons sub-

mitted, Before the foundation stones were laid in the following year extra land
had to be bought because the stage as designed was not big enough. In 1907
two men died when a cornice stone crashed through the scaffolding. There were
emotional scenes when Dr. Robert Collyer opened the library in September
1907. The opening of the Town Hall came in the following Spring,

Laying the foundation stone of the Town Hall af the end of Jatnary, 1906, is M. J.
T, Jackson, Chairman of the Town Hall Fres Library and Museum Committee, who was
also two years later to open the Town Hall itself. The foundation stone of the Library

was lbad by Mr. J, W. Dixon, Chairman of the Couneil. G
Chairman of the Council, presided, anl {he Gazelte recorded that others of the official

Mr, J, A. Middlebrook Vice-

party included Messrs. J, W. Benson, J. C, Naylor, J, Dinsdale, I. Dean, J. C. Barker, M,
Hawksworth and J. R. Harper together with Mr, W. Bakewell (architect), Mr. F. Hall
(Clerk), Mr. T. H. Smith (survevor), Mr., W. Everill (gasworks manager). Mr. Jackson
said the population of Ilkley was 8,000 but this was increased by many thousands

during the summer geason, With the completion of the Town Hall huildings “we shall

lay cleam to being the metropolis of Wharfedale and put pressure on the powers that
b@ to grant us a local branch of magistrates and a County Courl, of our own which will
saye much expense and trouble to the shopkeepers, and litigants in the neighbourhood.”
Alas some 69 years later, the bench of magistrates and the County Court is a longer

distance away from Tkley.

The Ratepayers Committee

Inguiry closed, it .ame hack with a reply to the
d now to be just a mat- Gouneil and published the
ol 1GLNE L. 8DECLOr'S names and sadresses of the 18
port and the acceptance by members of the Committee
be Minister. The opposition showine they were of some
had other views HOWSVET. stonding and large conbribu-
Forming themselves into an {ory (o the rates. The reply
.r_mflﬂl{ Ratepayers Commit- shallenged that the scheme
tee” they waited upon the wauld he to Ikley’s advantage
Council, presented their Views anq as far as the vajue of an
sent copies of their objections jewemhly hall was concerned
Lo the Local Governmentb orepred to the sugzestion of
Board, who held up their deci- {n purchase of Nkley Hall
sion. Copies of the corres- oing dropped by the Council |
pondence and the Iikley Coun- i yiew of the opposilion by
cil's reaction to the points ratepayers.
mede by the Ratepayers occu- 15" june the Local Govern- |
pied four a half columns o pn 6 Roard intimated that it
et May, 1905. = 1354 sanctionedthe loan, and
e had signed a .y A ygust; the iniial work of
L asked for Ghe pyoparing the site had begun,
& public offices on the STAGE TOO SMALL
grounds of the severe depres- Before the yeal was ouf,
sion in trade, the large num- however, thers was serious
ber of empty hounses in 1lkley, news for the O
the abnormal increase in the stage, as planned was not
Poor and Bducational Rates, larze enough for the hall,
the Special War Taxes, certainly if the building was to

ougncil. The &

. The Counecil by careful g

ract the type of company
Council had in mind.

cordingly after consulfa-

n with the architect, it was |

" | decided to acquire land to the

sting eight vacancies at
elections or had in any way
made the guestion of public
offices an election isans.
Mr, J. W. Benson moving the
option of the reply o he

sent to the Department was|

reported to ths extent of two
columna. When the plans were
exhibited a local election was
pending and such was the
mind of the ratepayers that
three out of four candidates
were refirned unopposed, he
pointed out.

His comments were des-
cribed by Myp. J. T. Jackson
‘a5 one of the most marvel-
lons speeches that had ever
been delivred in that roomand

ol another place,” :
Eight Councillors voted in
favour, three against and one

| was neutral.

gouth of the building; the road
and sewer would have fo bhe
diverted. This explains the
reason for the kink in Whit-

ton Croft Road. It was agresd |

to buy 240 yards &t 10s, a yard,

and to carry out the necessary
| alterations. It wasg considered
I that the Local Government
i Board would need to know
|about the purchase of land and
it was agreed to supply the
! mecessary information.

[ prenticed to a blackdmith's

| 8hop in Tlkley, served his

{ tlme and then emigrated to

| the United States where he
became a famoos preacher
firet in Chicago and then in

New York. He had accepled an i
invitation to perform the
dpening ceremony when it

wais believed Lhe library wounld
he ready in September, 1907,

| and had arranged a further

programme of visits as a re-

sult. The work however had |
not been completed as plan- ||

ned.

EMOTIONAL
1t wasan emotional ocoasion

|| Apparently the entire villaza

' turned oub tio honeur to this

o famous man, A bust of Dr.
| Collyver and a bust of Mr.

Carnegie was unveiled and
| then the party adiau_t'ulad Lo

|| the Assembly Hall. It was
|| reckoned that the people wha
|| crowded in Gheir numbered

1800, They gave Dr, Collyer a
tremendous ovation. He kEnew
and said so, they knew and

|| hardly dared to think of if,
robably he |

that this would
his last visit to Che place he

1| loved so much. Tt was 69 years

Lhnere sped
Dixon, Mr. Jacksgon and Mr.
Benson, and Mr. Naylor, and
there was a private dinner
party at Wells House in the
evening when My. Jackson
entertained Councillors,
Council officials and soms of
his friends.

The following waek there
was submitted an account of
| the likely cost of the stage
accommodation  extension,
raiging the stage, and so on
and these were approved at
£1,041. The Local Government
Boardindicated they were pra-
pared to give their formal con-

| 2ent,
TRAGEDY

Tragedy struck the erection

of the Assembly Hall portion

i of the buildings when a cor-
nice stone which had been
hoisted on fto a platform
caused the scaffolding to col-
lapse as it was being trans-
ferred to & bogey to be
| trundled to another part,
| Four men fell to the eround
and two of them weres trapped
under the six hundredweicht
stone and were killed. Frank
| Carter (43) foreman brick-
layer, Leamington Road, Ilk-
ley, suffered terrible injuries
and is believed to have died
instantly. William Mitchell
(45) a mason living in lodgings
in Ilkley but whose home was

in Wortley was #aid to have
breathed only a minute or
two. John Clarke, labourer, of
Addingham, who also fell
from the platform was ton il)
o abtend the inguest but
Jogseph Spence, labourer, I1k-

e Gazette for 3 February.| ley said he was able to calch
1806, included nearly a page of | hold of a ladder, clung to it
|

reports and pictuves in com-
| nection with the laying of the
foundation stone. For the
Public Library this was done
by Mr. J. W. Dizon, Chairman

i of the Council, and for the

i Public Offices and Assembly

I Boom by Mr, J. T, Jackson,

| Chairman of the Town Hall,
Free Library and Museum

| Cammittes,

! Local conbractors emploved
in the- work were Mr, Geo,
Smith (excavator, mason and
hricklayer), Mr. Thomas
Smith (carpenter and joiner),
R. and T. L. Nelson (plum-
bers and glaziers), Mr. &, W,
Hampshire 1
Oswald Lister (plasterer).

and was able Lo save himself,
'There was a verdict of acci-
dental death,

LIBRARY OPENING
‘The public library section of
the Duildings was opened
before completion in order to
(meet the timetable of Dr,
Robert Collyer, wlio was ap-

(painter), M. |

{leince he had walked over |

Denton Meoor to bhecome ap-
renticed Lo Jackie Birch,
by seven years since he had
departed for America. He
would be 84 in December. On
the evening of the opening
ceremony Dr, Collyer was en-~
tertained to dinner by Mr. J.
Jackson at Wells Housa.
Afterwards on the way to Mr.
Jackson's residence, Elm-

1eigh, it was decided to see the |

coloured Tights outside the
Town Hall buildings, The word
had zone round and there was
8 ‘“dense throng” to graeet
them outside the station.
They followed them, band and
all, to Mr. Jackson’s home

| and there from the front steps

Dr. Collyer made “a neat littla

spesch’ in so doing. making

unmistakeable sign of emotiol
TOWN HALL -

The ‘I_‘owf Hall was opened
in April, 1508, by Mr, J. T.
Jackson who had laid the
foundation stone some two
years before. On 6 May, 1908,
the Council mst in the Coungi
Chamber for the first time.
March 1874 they met thera aa
the Tlkley Urban Counneil for
the last time, but the Parish
Council confinues to mest
thers, its dignity permitted
to remain unimpaired by a
Bradford Metropolitan Ceguan-
cil which has more tolerilcs
and more sense of “what is
right than some otherauthori-
tiss of egual standing.

The Library grew to a high
gtandard of efficiency and
continues to serve the com-
muuity. The Town Hall had

to undergo many changes |

atfer the re-orzanisabion of
local government came into
effect, the King's Hall and the
Winter Garden have each
made their contribution
the town's activities. T
have played a fitlll pa Ve
though their financial sibua-
tion has at Limes causad prah-
lenis for Lhose who had chorgs
of them.




TOWN HALL SCHEME (4) 203 umi A9
DR. ROBERT COLLYER OPENS NEW |
ILKLEY LIBRARY, SPEAKS OF BOOKS, |
READING AND THE OLD VILLAGE

Dr. Robert Collyer was often heard to tell how every weary moment
he won from his boyhood duties as a mill worker in Washburndale was spent in
reading whatever book he could get hold of. Once he had a precious penny to
spend and after long and careful consideration he finally bought a booklet in
Otley. When he became apprenticed to Jackie Birch, the Ilkley blacksmith, his

| reading habits received some direction from John Dobson, local preacher, who

\ organised a class for young men in the village. It was something which greatly

\ influenced his preaching and his writing. “Half dozen men owe more to good
John Dobson than to any other man, myself among the rest. Their life has been
greatly worth living because he helped them so nobly at the start and directed
them so wisely.”" When Dr. Collyer opened the Ilkley Library in September
1907, an occasion when the village fully demonstrated its affection and regard
for him, the famous preacher spoke about his choice of books and reading
habits. He was then approaching his 84th birthday, and was paying his eighth
visit since his emigration to the United States.

| D, Collyer recalled that in | hours on the Saturday, but I | the book touches the soul in |
the United States when a | had read all the books I could | me, and brings God nearer to
town had grown i some lay my hands on, all the | my heart and life: if it be of |
eminence as Ilkley had grown | boeks in the house that would | humanity and brings  me |
in those sixty vears they | stay my hunger and all my | nearer to the heart and life
were almost sure to find four father could borrow in the|of my fellow men, or in
| esential foundations — the | factory commune, I brought | philosophy and science if my =
| church, the school, the town | the hunger with me to Tlkley | book makes the world and the |
| hall and the library, ‘and the | fo read on the old terms—hy | Lniyerse glow with a new
| library comes last as a rule, | day-light and by candle light, | truth and grace—a poem, a
' but until if comes the town and when these failed by the | story, & book of adventure or
' in the common estimation |open fire, so that Master history or hiography—and 1
| takes a back seat” The | Birch said I should be blind if | feel it makes e all the mare
| mother church in Tikley was | I kept on before I was out of | & man, more sincere and true
| more than a thousand years | my time. And so it has been | more upright and downrizht, i
§ old, some 200 yeals previously | down to this day. i then, no matter who wrote |
after a little argumeng it was GO00D BOOKS the book, or whap men S5ay
agreed to spend the £100 left ; | about i, the judgement seat
by George Marshall “to be “And mow may I tell vou | is set in my own soul.” |
employed to some charitable | What I mean by good books EARLY DAYS | it
and godly use” for the bujld- | Irom my oWn experience, for : - i f
ing of a school house: fhe I can find no befter way. For some time earlier, Dr.
new bown hall was following There are books which stimu- Collyer had spoken of the old
one or Two  Council offices, | late you as the wines do, of | Tkley as he knew it.
| “and now with the Town Hall | which gi?u can sip slowly, der” he asked his huge )
| stands the Free Libravy, the | feeling the glow and glamour, audience, “whether there is{
home for the f{reasures of | to be aware in time that vou n_noth-er man here or i ‘the |
knowledge ang wisdom and | want something which holds | town who can see the old |
of inspiration, So in these | a fercer fire. And books vou Tlkley I saw through the
primal things Ilkley standeth | can read as some fake drugs, | years of my aip renticeship
four square.” {0 relieve their pain or shut ) When the new Ilkley sbill lay
Dr, Collyer continued “How | oul the desolation, or afford |in the womhb of time: before
many books will you number? | you blisstul visions for the! pne new house or store was
S0 many every man and |fime. You may devour books | puilt, beyond the line east-
| woman in, the town, rich or|in an over measure that, it | ward on the Otley road where
/poor, will hold on equal terms | may be, will do 1o harm, | ouL house stood ‘ap the town |
can say, “This is our library, | except %ﬂ Waste your time | end (in WE'f»itﬂ_'ﬂ Road): and
| % trost in which we are all | and prompt the guestion il [t;he cow pasture gate on (he
| partners’ subject to the terms 2 man fill hi elf with the |line of this library to the old
established when you take | east wind ?' These are only thatehed cottage in the hol-
| them to your homes for your | What the sea foam’ is to the:low Over the way from ftlie
| own_delight, that there shall | sea at the best—the beaten museim (probably  bortom
be mmel%” return For our good | syllabus of book nature  so | f Chape] Lane) and
Sir Walter Scolt savs “'ao:“ that when I read them they hue old Beanland

many friends who borrow his | remind me of the sign I once B ane northward
books are good book-keepers |saw over a soda fountain in John Hartlev's southwar
but bad accountants” Dr, |ihe Far West with the in-| B the Keighley road. Th
ver quoted words from | scription “Sweetened Wind.” | heart has a Tong memory and
k lovers “far af Tuming to novels, Dr.|mine helds the old Tlkley as
' whereof y | Collyer said he had read them | I fondly believe perfect and
of books, | With pleasure and _delight | enbire within those lines; of
ink_we | “from the time when the first their = Thomes and  iheir]
SOMIE S spirit, I ever read came my way— inmates and "Wh_ﬁ.t thev were
as the guthors | The Vicar of Wakelleld. It doine for their life and living
g, or we miss the | has been said thal ‘Novels __a,_re_’ in those early times. So that
| finest secref and the sweetest | our weekday sermons, and | when I open my book of eariy
satisfaction. They have given  thelr writers our weekday | remembrances and look at
& host there was in bheir | preachers, who should always | the picture as it stands 1nj
“and heart: 1 must bring | take us into clean and good the sunshine and shadow of
em the bes; there is in | company, For things have | the early forties, T can see
: Ust be as|come to & pretty pass with us | the faces as well as ghe homes
d in its|when we smueggle our com- of my old neighbours aud
- %?%fl v o write, | pany into our homes and hide | friends, and hear thelr voices
- Whilst hm?;msr well hie th-%él hem in our closets, |28 Ib{m:( Suiln'r%&;wm@g} kamorxg
ust take more jime y {1’y
sach books than the | SEVENTY YEARS | “And before this journey to
writers took to fill them if He concluded with the tol- the Motherland, the lasg L
that can ever be done” l_mwing comment, “And now | pan hope to make I had -
" THREE TIMES [may 1 dwell for a few  rrossed the ocean seven times
B | moments on my own expen- | to see my kith and kin first
ence and what f}_]ave Jearned  and then as (hev say make a |
at prime cost in the full bee line to Tlklev: with my |
seventy years of my reading. | hearf in my mouth to stand
he 18 his | TIf, when I read a book aboub beside mv graves in your |
hupger to read all the books | the God and Father of us all. ' ehurenvard, drov in to see the |
he could Jay his hands on.|in whom we live and move | old friends whose life was
“He read a book frst” h;}-s‘lmd ve our being, I find it blended with mine and talk [
told me, “to see I 1t | has removed Him farther | with them of the days thal
) ne | from me. or aboul Man that | are np more and yer are fof |
nd femoved me farther | evermore while I live on the
rth | from him or about the world, | earth: steal into the - old
jome, that the chureh by my home and
: T touch there the memories of
w desolation, or about | the living and fthe dead. |
hat hes made mv own mellowed by the enchaniment ¢
. worth living; or |of time and distance
les i then I must drink at the old
white wells, climb to the
crest above to drimk in the
plory of the moors and fells
and beauty of our Wharfe-
dale. So it is true thaf I did
t leave my old Ilkley, butb
ied it with me and hold
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ALKLEY BRIDGES T}J C(T :
STEPPING STONES AND FERRY HAVE
COMPETITION FROM IRON BRIDGE.
BUILT TO SERVE DENTON VILLA.GE.

This "strong but tasteful structure” came Mo existence as a river crossing near the
bottom of Wheatley Lane at Ben Rhydding in 1882 and until Ilkley Urban Council
bought it in 1948 with the rea dy co-uperation of the owners, the Execulor of the late My
Arihur Hill, it earvied traffic over the River Wharfe at that point on payment of toll,
Unlil the bridge was built, apart from the fords, there was no bridge between Ilkley Old
Bridge and Otley Bridge. People except when the Stones were washed away crossed hy
the slepping stones bebween Leeds Road and Carter's Lane, or by a ferry pulled by
means of a wire just below,

It was not until 1906 when the New Bridge was formally opened as
part of the New Brook Street scheme that pressure for an alternative to serve
more adequately the town centre came about. In the meantime there had been
built the bridge near the bottom of Wheatley Lane to serve Denton and Askwith
and that part of the community. [t came about only after years of controversy
and did not come into the possession of the Iikley Urban Council until the end |
of 1948 after being a toll bridge for most of its lifetime. 3|

LKLEY BRIDGES  Meq gl \go¢

NEW BRIDGE PROVIDED AS PART OF

- MAJOR PLANNING SCHEME TO
BRING NEW MIDDLETON LINK

The 3rd Lancashire Royal Voluntesrs were frequent visitors o Ilkley at the begin-
ning of the cenfury and were welcomed by the inhabitants especially -the the .tr.adesme_n
wha were responsible for supplies of provisions. They camped principally on what is
now the West Holmes and the picture shows: their spread of canvas a year before the ‘
New Bridge was officially opened. The actual opening of the bridge in June, 1906, was |
delayed to co-incide with their arrival by train and they were the fitst body of men
officially to pass over the bridge. : :

The New Bridge, still so called after 70 years, came into existence
bfficially in 1906 as part of an ambitious scheme to develop the Middleton
side of the river and to clear the muddle of inns and buildings at the bottom of
Brook Street. The scheme caused a tremendous devastation of woodland but |
fortunately was never carried out as originally planned. It would have destroyed
a much greater area on the other side of the river. Some 30 years later a sus-
pension bridge was provided near the Crum Wheel, one reason for this being

to provide a means of taking Middleton sewage to the plant in the vicinity of

EITerer



its transportation a
1at it sk

a

quarry behind the Cow and Call Roc

.

R MOOR QUARRYING

or Little was the man who paid £10 for the huge rock

eld at the top of Panorama, had it cut into four o

site near S. Margaret's Chur

d made a gift of it to Ilkley Local Board.
-erected in the vicinity of the Tarn, but

ch. Probably its removal

ce it possessed from its original and particular
champion of the right of people to wander at will
equent conflict with the Lord of the Manor of

1 to the Lord of the Manor Lbal his res

the wishes and the interests of the public. Dr. Little slrongl

s which caused Dr, James Fletcher Little

1 r_;u_l{l melude regard for
icized (he action of My

Williamn Middelton it allowing this quarty Lo be openied, and this led to an ofler by the
Lord of the Manor to sell the moor to the 1lkley Locil Board, o

When he was medical oficer
tio the Ben Rhydding Hydro
and a member of the Tkley

cal Poard, Dr. Little was a
mulitant worker for whal he

emed to be the public’s
right to walk anywhere over
the moor irrespective of the
well defined footpaths, There |
had been a deal of controverg
Ieepers and the court:
people found wande
will. There had heen stories of
physical altacks by  game-
keepers and without gquestion
there had been what might be

| faithfully veported as “un-
| pleasant incidents",

Al the beginning of 1884 Dr.
Little was in fnll cry about
the vonduch of gamelkeepers
on the moor and ho con-
demned My, William Middel-

ton for permithing hiz em-||

ployeos Lo lreat menibers of
the public in the way Dr.
Little agserbed they did. He
W wiote Lo M. Middelbon and §
he wrote Lo Lhe Gazette claim-
ing that the common people
A roam all over
ied Lo parsnade
he 1. ] Board fo make a
stand on the mabler. !
A farther complaink against
the Lord of the Manor was thab
he had permitted sods to be
taken from the moor and Lhis,
| maintained Dr. Little, led
to complaints from the free-§
holders that the moor grazing
vights were affected.

NEW QUARRY

Whal eventually led to aj
ghowdown betwean the Lord

over action taken by game-|
ains

| Through his solj

REPRIMANDELD

Warming to his subjecl, D
Liktle had a word about the
Tord of the Manor. "I 18 &
monglrous thing,” he con-
mented, “that nowadays when
roughe are ceasing Lo destros
“he saplings by the road, de,
wnd half educated people Lo

\ cub their names on everyblock
of wood or 8tone, that a T.ord
of the Manor’ ghould continue
"l and all unchecked, to deface
and disfigure fhe beauly of his

) native land.”
Stern words, but Dr. Lilitle
had more to say. ""A Lord of
| the Manor has to he taught.”
he wrote, “thalitis the act ofa

bad citizen to twm private |

and personal rights to the
public and common injury.
Tie has Lo learn and sometimes
to his cast, that if i8 the dukty
of all good citizens tio restra
5 a-ndﬁuf nacessary, foreibly po

or impairing 5 i

o
the liberties and
d
action of the Lore
Manor as another of
and_audacious atba
| M. Middleton on the righ
\the public and commoners.”
SQUIRE BEPLIES
Middelkon szome G
addressed a conlrite letle
| the Board. He was anxio s not

M to do anylhing, he =aid, which

would needlessly damage Lhe
enery aboul Ilkley, or les-

ot the Manor, who had not | sen the attraction of the town

many months to live, was his |
permission for a new quarty i
behind the Cow and Calf
Rocks to be opened, and this |
had proved to be, said Dr.g
Titile, an ach of wanton
destriction of the beanty of
the moer. This one would do

-more than all the other guar-

ries on the moorside to des-

troy the natural astractions
\of one of the loveliest hits of
nature in Yorkshire, said the
| indisnant Dr. Little, d
|~ “During the short time
| this guarry has heen worked
a large quantity of debris and
rubbish has been shrown oukb
and forms a most unsightly

heap,” said Dr. Little. Hej

emphasized the ‘historic signi-

‘ficance of stone found in this
area. ‘‘The stone where ex-

poged, in mosh cases sHOWs

footprinty of birds, and the

marks left by the ripples of

| {he waves in an age when the
| valley of Lhe Wharfe was one
| vagt expanse of water and the
slopes of Rombalds Moor were

| & wave waghed shore. When the
| quaity hHas been worked a
| 1iGtle longer it will npe;i.e.d
0 2T, () [E54 ]

to residenls and visitors, bul §

at the same time he could nab
he expepted for the benefit of
the public Lo surrender his
raperty or ko submit to infer-
srerice in the exercise of his
rights without adedquate com-
pensation.”
He followed by oflering to
gell the mooy to the Local
card, at lsast the surface,
the rocks and slones exposed
| therson wilh the exclusive

" right; of sporting therson, and [

on_the _adi'ai ing moar &8
Holling Hall Moor

The letter said “The sale
would be subject fto such
 rights of common as exist cn

! The Board would thus have
the liberty of forming walks,
drives and footpaths in any
direction they pleased over

! Tikley Moor “put it must be
unnderstood bhat any claims

' by the commoners for any-

| thing done hy bthe Board must

| hbe met and sabishied hy fthe
| Board and by Mr. Middelton,”
the solivibors warned.
The shooting righls over
Hollinghall Mooy had heen
included for the reason that ib
| was desirable that the sport-
ing rights over the two moors
should be held in the same
14, They wera ab L] i
logekher on 1

§)
INDIFFERENT
Thig letler was brought Lo

!the attention of the Board al.a

special meeting called to dis-
cuss the position of the Board |
ollowing upon the sudden
death of its Surveyor. To
augment the proposals con-
tained in the letter, Mr. W,
g Thompgon, an agent for

o | Mp. Middelton and a meber of

Lhe Board, produced another|
{etter from the same solici-
tors which said bthab in the
event of the Local Board de-
climing or feeling themselve;sj

| unable to accept the terms of

the sale communicated 1
the other letter, “Mr. Middel-
ton desires that you will men-
{ion Lo the Board thal i his
willing for the present Lo make
« psiong for the sgake of
having peace and harmony
with the people of Ilkley. In
hat there may remaln
wpion for the

annoy
veference lo the
S [ hig manorial rights
on 1lisley Moor, he intends to
I discontinng the webting ol
stono from the Two (UATT1SE
f near the C and Calt Roocks
until he decides upon solling
| jand for building purposes 0L
| {fie north side of the Wharfe|
and of this eyenkb there 135 1
immediale prospect . . . . sale
of sods placed in the hands of
the Board, shooliag rights on
moor rented Lo Board.”

Ilkley Moor, including such |

! rights a8 belong to Mr. Middel-
i ton in regpect of enclosed
lands within the manor, and
o & reservation to him of all

unsold springs and streams on |

| the moor, and of all conl, iron
i atone, general and

Il minerals thereundsr with con- |

| venient means of working b
same and dis 2 of
that no quarry s it _or p
should be ogen‘sd on the face
of the moor.™

OLAVE BIIt.'\_NC-H
These arrangements were

. aubmitbed purely with a view

Lo removing ‘‘every cause of
gomuplaint, and with the pur-
pose of allaying the digsatis-
faction which is alleged to
exist,” said Mr. Middelton.
Tndeed, he added those con-

cessions would have been {
granted long ago had bhey

heen requested by Board. Stall |
holding out the olive branch
he explained, “The ecircuin-
alances of his property 1im
Tkley are such that it is in-

evitable that many occasions i

of difference and difficulty will

arige, but hisgreat desire 15 0 j

continue _on  neighbourly
terme with the people of
Tikley and to do what he can
for the benefit of the towIL
“If unfortunately, questions
gnd disputes should arise, he

thinks that at least thal isf

due to the friendly feeling he
has always shown is that the |

matter shonld first be brought |

to his mnotice before mis-
representations of the Taocts
of the casw accompanied by |
unfair comment, are published
througheut the country
channels which he declines Lo
ol such explanations as
pable of being rendered.

IEREGULAR

Little and M. J. Dolson
led the commununications
irregulay. Dr. Lithle in-

aid it was almost im-8

f;}[- some members of

nf the lelier. |

1 was passed to a

X ut apparently no
action was taken.,

that th

s d for prof
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SHREWD COUNCILLORS BARGAIN
FOR ACQUISITION WHICH GAVE
[LKLEY ITS UNIQUE HERITAGE

|

The offer of Ilkley Moor with most of its rights made by the Lord of

the Manor, Mr. William Middleton, appears to have received hittle serious con-

| sideration by the Ilkley Local Board and there is no information of discussion

of the offer in the remaining months of 1884, Mr. Middleton died in February,
1885, and was succeeded by his brother, Mr. C. M. Middleton. About 1890

| there were certain rumours that the Lord of the Manor intended to make appli-

cation for the enclosure of the moors. It was made known that if one-third of
the freeholders made application, then the Enclosure Commissioners were com-
pelled to hold an inquiry and, on that occasion, if two thirds of the freeholders
were in agreement, enclosure would automatically follow.

There was understandable
congternation in the village
‘as the rumours grew because
the Lord of the Manor held
two thirds of the moorland

hts, Shoold an apporach
ade to Mr. Middelton?
S ! ; be a public
ineeting at which strong pro-
tests be made about the pro-

osal, should it be shown to
e? The difficulty was that
one ha information,

there were only IRmours,

\ Thbmas Horsman, who was
Bk

such conflict

s, had a betfer idea, On
is own accoubt he wenl to
. Middelton and found

Lo discuss the

endly way. M.

two of his fel-

of the Local

had done and

& Manor

with

a
Manor whose
ed one of
co-

jllizim Debzon, twice &
man of I Trhan
I ity on the
daman with
n_for Ikley,
ng the days

d War, as
z_lfi of the loan

Horsman and his
Jeagues came to terms
- Lord of the Manor
tht;?f ls'tli'a,_ special

e were present
John Brown,

ohn Foster, J. A,
JohnBeanlands,

er, Wm. Critchley,
orsman and John

¢ was proposad by Mr. Fllis
seconded by Mr. Hors-
thalb the s#um of £13,600
Te paid to Mr. Middel-

eir willinzness to
stively in the

or the flfilling of
. Only one mem-
hsent from the
He was Mr, Isaac
immediately on
what had trans-
that his name

d to this list.

A Local

| 1o

“BRAVE NEWS

From Dr. Robert Collyer,
over in the United States
came a message of jubilation,
“This is brave news you send
me over the seas about the
purchase of the moors and thr
tpland pastures by and for
Ilkley through all time. It i3

be | the begt investment the town

has ever made o my thinking
if Ilkkley wanth to hold her own
and win, and she will do both
now. 1 have been scared more
than once at the rumours

T which would float over to us

that there was some lafent
purpose of enclosing the
moors and leaving oub the
folk who love Lo ramble there,
as I have done, and drink in
its wild and ever fresh de-
lights but I drew a long breath
when I read the good news and
said, ‘Tlkley is all right now
and need only guard wisely
what she has taken into her
own keeping.” :

Refore the meeting with the
Lord of the Manor there had
been an arrangement made to
lease Hebers Ghyll with per-
mission to constroct certain
haths for the use of the pub-
ic, Further comsultation re-
gulted in agresment over a
suggestion that the Moor
ﬁurchase should include
Hebera Ghyll and Panorama
Woods in the purchase. What
Ereat joy and pleasure they
ave provided for millions of
vigitors since then!

LOAN EID

On 1 Pebroary, 1893, it was
resolved to make application
the Loecal Governmend
Board for sanction to borrow
£17.000 for the purpose of pur-
chasing Tlkley Moor, Hollin
Hall Moor, Hebers Ghyll, the
Allotments, Silver Well Farm,
Panorama Rooks Gtogether
wit the Mamnorial Rights and
with all the mineral water
and sporting rights, and all
the powers and priveleges re-
tained by My, Middelton and
his predecessors under their
land conveyances.

The Clerk Lo the Local Board
wag instructed lo prepares a
petition to the Liocal Govern-
ment Board to he signed by
ratepayers and owners in
favour of the purchase. The
petition concluded with the
wordsi- "

“Your petitioners therefore
gra,ar that your honourable

osnrd will sanction the pro-
posals of the local Board,
and thus pnt beyvond doubt
any interference with ths
main attractions of the
digtrict as a health resort.”

Four hundred people gsigned
the petition representing
£18,000 rateable value. The
Governmeng I'mg3 'tiv'
wag held on 21 April, 1888. It
oecupied over two hours. No-
one attended to oppose the

‘| proposal, Sanction was gran-

mpulsory powers to
1 . the gasworks for
. They were not buyving
4 day. They had geen
greal danger existed,
ying for to-

w and the day after.”
words to describe &

ted.

ILEKLEY'S HERITAGL

Mr., Dobsan said this was
Tlkley’s heritage. Thousands
of people from all over the
country had regained health
and physical fitness over on
those moors.

Mr, Middelton undoubtedly
could have got considerably
more money for the moor had

he wished but bis sympathies
were with the people of the
town which had baen honie tio
him and his forebears. Had it
heen gold to & company with a
commercial outlook the moors
would have heen guarried for
gtone, suitable plots woonld
have ‘heen let off for bullding
urposes its wabters would have
een collected by a private
company and sold to Ghe town
ab far more than was being
paid today. |
One wonders had William
Dobson been alive when the
Rombalds Water Board came
into existence or had (here
been a suceessor in his mould
whether a section of the moor
would have been permitted to
be btalen over so eagily, per-
haps “quietly” is the betier
word, and whether or not there
would have been miuch more
determined opposition to
something which had been
carried out without, it is sus-
pected, some of those directly
concerned with the mabter
being aware of it.

HEAR THE WORD>

For those to whom the moor
is just a plece of common
land, something on which to
ride motor-cycles to the dis-
advantage of pedestrians, to
tear the turf with horses
hooves, and to infere with its
natural state and the atirac-
tion to be found in this, hear
the words of William Dobzon -

I have wandered the moors
from north to south, and east
to west in all weathers, 1 have

one when my only company

& been the call of the grouse |
the snipe and the stonschat,
To gtand in the gtillness and

aze upon the surrounding

eauly makes you say, "What
a wonderful creation’ and im-
mediately yon think thers
can be ne creation without a
Creator. Our gratitude coes
out to the councillors who
have gone before ug who have
had the wisdom and foresight
to hand down to us this beau-
tiful moorland. It is Ikley's
heritage.”

Those who have wandered
acrogs the moor as Mr. Dol-
son did, who have shared the
gxperiencves he treasured &0
much, wonder if there will be
similar opportunities tor the
generations to come; whether
a different approach will inter-
fere with the natural state of
the moor and all it means to
the lovers of the open country-

side.

The Bradford Metropolitan
Coungil has been entrusted
with Ilkley's heritage; let us
hope they are fully aware of
that responsibility and that
the Ilkley Parish Council is
alert and bigilant to see they |
are. Today the moor is in-
vaded by horse and pony
riders, by the ridersof motor
cycles; an increasing number |
of motorists travel up and
park along the Keighley Road
an increasing number travel
up the road to White Wells
and the clutter of cars around |
those buildings become bigger
and bigger. The growth of
these aclivities have caused
gpprebension in the minds of
some of us; some recent com-
ments by sogle in authority
have not tended to alleviate
that apprehension.

R, M, Green
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field in 1280. Sir Peter was de- SOLD THE MOOR
scended from Hypolitus de| Mr. Charles Marmaduke
' Braham or Brame who had | Middelton who suncceeded to
lands at Middleton, Stubham | the estates on the death of his
and Follifoot and settled them | brother was the Middelton
in the middle of the 13th cen- | who agreed to sell the Moor for
tury omn his second son Hugl, | public use, at a generous price
who according to the fashion | well below one he could have
of the day assumed the name | zot in the market. He trested
de Middelbon'. He was fol- | with the representatives of the
lowed by Sir Robert, Sir Peter, | Local Board in a friendly,
and Sir Adam, who died un- |courteous and SEenerous man-
married in 1315 and was suc- | ner and deserves to be remem-
ceeded by his brother, William | bered for that.
de Middelton. The estate then | Mr. C, M. Middelton vacated
ran well in direct line from | the Lodge soon after he had
father to son for six cen-|sold the Moor and for a time it
turies to 1763 up to William | was tenanted by others buf
Constable sncceeding  his | was vacant at the time of his |
grandmaother’s brother. death in October, 1906. He was |
I Hls_ son, Pebter, apparently | the second son and fifth of the
was Lhe one who started the|ten children of Mr. Peter
dissipation of the estates, a|Middelton, His pursuits, it
situation foreseen by his | was said, did nol carcy him |
father who is reported to haye | far afield and heome life for|
made the comment “the axe|him “had a wonderful charm." |
will ring when I am gone.” [Mr. C, M. Middelton died]
at the age of 84 at Ripon and
GENEROUS his body was brought by train
RN ; to Ilkley and interred at
William Joseph though at|Ilklev Cemetery, Two of his
times not in agcord with the | three soms, Mr, Marmaduke |
inhabitants of Ilkley—in  a |Middelton and the Rev. Regi-
previous article reference was | nald Middelton attended b%a |
made to the criticism of him | service, a third son, Mr. Lionel |
made by James Fletcher Litle, | Middelton being in India.

and in the Across the Years N 8 8 |
Feature there is reference 100 TlP;,:;) g;&:&?ﬂfﬂ t]?ﬁagt. of |
years -ago bo his unwilling-|the Middelton's 1lkley cons |
ness to restore the stepping | nections but in . Webruary, &
stones on the Middleton side— | 1906, the bodies of those living
he was generous in his willing- | 3t the Lodgze were exhume
ness Lo make site available for | and  re-interred  atb llkley
all ma,n%iar of bmldmgsfand t.gt Cemotery. |
reasonable prices and for the et ¢ i
building of churches to serve L;Td’;ee gﬁi}gf éﬁ;’gﬁ%ﬂﬁgcgﬁ?
. .w'?rshingm who belonged toa | her 1826 and was followed in
faith different from his own. | August, 1837, bu the burial of

He was the man who sold|the Rev. Fr. James Beda Bur-
most of the land 50 long in his | gess who had heen chaplain
§ family’s ownership on the|{o the Middeltons. William
south side of the river for|wfjddeltonm, who Dbuilt the
building plots and who made | chapel was buried there in
bossible most of Ilkley’'s de- | December. 1847, and his grand-
x:elupmenh during the 19th|gpn William Joseph Middel-
century. He had been ednca-|ton'in 1885. There had been in
ted af Stoneyhurst College|gddition thr burial of a Litble
and spent most of his early | gip] in 1877, her mother before
life in the Rhine distriot of | Rap marriage being a lady's
Germany. It was sald that|maid in the service of the
when he succeeded his father | Middeiton family.

| in 1866 Tlkley was *‘in the pure ; t
{ rusticlty of village life. He | servod wish regard i tho o
was the squire of authority | humation, the removal of the
and never failed to let the|remains, the transfer of the
; ST 7 it T i S 2 MR \nll&ge DEOP].B know it but he bomhato'nes and the dig"ing
Middelton Lodge for so many years Lhe home of the Lords of the Manor of Tikley, frequently was on the side of | of new graves takine iy

the villagers in Lheir distress (when the fewest people wers |

The chapel is seen to the left of the building.
s - ' over gome ruling by the Local | ghout. In some cases new
Board. coffins had to be provided.

- EARLY MORNING
SERMON ANGER Only a few officials were pre-
62 . _ Mr. William Joseph Middel- | sent for the re-interment
estate to his sister’s grand- ton died at the Lodze in Feb- | which was intended for mid-
son Willlam Constable, who | ruary, 1885 and was buried | night bubt was delayed to two
assumed bhe name of Middel- there. The funeral serimon was | in_the morning and then in
ton on taking over the estate. | preached by the Rev, Dr. Gall- | r4in. The coffins were placed
His grandmother was Hliza | [wey and  occupied four|alongside their graves and
beth Middelton who married | . Sl columns  of the Gazette. It | Fr. Galli conducted a suitable
Sir Carnaby Haggerston, of | A deal of the earlier history | caused an immediate protest|service. The remains of mem-
erston, Northumberland. | of the Middelton family can |by the Vicar of Ilkley, the Rev. | hers of the Middelton famil

Their son and William's father | be fourd at greater lenzth in | A. C. Downer, who pointed out | were re-interred alongside
was William Hagegerston who Ilkley ~Ancientt and Modern | that many Probestants had | those of Mr. 0. M. Mididelton
agsumed the additional sur- | written by Dr. Robert Collyer | attended out of respect for|and Major John Middelton
name of Constable and becams | and.J. H. Turner. In this chap- | Mr. Middelton and his family. | and those of Fr. Rurgess and
“of Wveringham”. | ter is sel oul many accounls| ‘I regret Lo =ay.” wrobe the|Lhe little givl in ons grave ab

William Constable, who be- d of J. IT. Turner. In this chap- | Vicar to the Gazetle, “Chal, | the west of this Catholic sec-
came William Middelton mar- |0f acbivities of the Middeltons, | with a bad taste hardly cred- | tion of the cemetery,
ried Clara Lonisa Grace, ‘some nol, eutirely Lo Uheir|ible, -the preacher of Gthe| Some years ago the tomb-
daughter of Willlam Grace of | | credit, funeral sermon used his oppor- | stones of the old fashioned
Clero and their son was Peter | | HISTORY tunity to spring upon them a | table pattern were noticed to
who married in July, 1812, the s long and carefully prepared |have slipped and the Middle-
daughter of Lord Stourton. Writing in 1830, Dr. Shaw re- | controversial disconrse, at-|ton graves appeared to have
| Peter Middelton died in 1866 § ferred to the tomb of Sir tacking the Protestant Reli-|indications of nesglect. Im-|
land it has been suggested | Adam de Middelton in the |gionand caleulated to subvert | mediately this had been poin-
that although greatly liked by | All Baints Church at Tlkley | the faith of his heavers." ted out attention was given
| Lhe peeple in the valley he was @ and the record from the com-| The Bditor accepted the|to them and the stones re-|
a man of some extravagance potus of Bolton Priory in 1315 | Jetter from Dr. Downer with an | stored to & neatness which it
and caused eventually the | e LR the expenses for |indication that no others on | was only fitting should accom-
two sans who succeeded him, the funeral. __|the subjecl would be pub-| pany the last resting places of
first Willlam Joseph Middel- Sir Adam was the son of Sir | lished. The sermon, he said, | bepresentatives of a family
ton who was his heir and then | A Peter de Middelton who mar- | was inserted in respect to the | which for so long held such a
Charles Marmaduke Middel- | | ried the danghter of Sir Robert, | memory of the departed, and | Flosition of authority in the
ton who sneceeded on tha; ‘de Plumpton livinz af Nes-'the adherents of his faith, 'Tkley district. R. M. Green
death of his bachelor brother 1
in 1885 some financial prob-
lems which caused each of |
them to sell portions of the |
estate until it° was ex-
hausted.

LORDS OF THE MANOR, 255Uy 475

MIDDLETON FAMILY CONTROLLED
ILKLEY AREA FOR 800 YEARS
UP TO PRESENT CENTURY

The sale of Ilkley moor to the Ilkley Local Board n 1893 followed
by a large portion of the Middelton estates on the north side of the river to
the Wharfedale Estate Company had virtually ended what had been a period}
of influence by one family for nearly 800 years before the death of Mr. C. M.
Middelton towards the end of 1904. The Middeltons claimed to be the descend- |
ants of one of the wariors who came over with the Norman invasion and }
through a female ancestor said they could trace their descent to the Conqueror |
himself.
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For six centuries the estate
of the Middelton's ran in
dirgct line up to William who
died in 17 and left his

A
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300 YEARS

The home of the Middellons
on the hillgide was Enown for
some 300 years as a place Lo
which Catholics could go to
pracbice their religion when
harsh penalties were exacted
|if they were caught doing so
and some of the Middeltons
and their followers were made
Lo sufier. 2
In 1826 William Constahle
Middelton after bhe passing
of the Relief Acts allowing
Catholics to_ practise their
religion openly (the informa-
tion is taken from the notice
board now cutside Middleton
Lodge) built the chapel at-
tached to the Lodge and this [
wag opened in May, 1825,

There is a footpath over the ||
Langbar Moor along which [
Catholics (racked to Middle- |
ton Lodge during these times ||
of persecution. i
of persecution which earned
|itself the name of Catholic
Way, or Catholic Gate, and is |§
still known as such.

Some burials had taken
place in the Middelton Lodge
Chapel and in February, 1906,
the bodies had to be removed
to the Nkley Cemetery. They
lincluded the ‘rprplainsuof Wim.

The eluster of the Middelton family graves in the Ilkley Cemelery, They are sited
the Catholic portion to the lefi after passing through the main entrance,
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ILKLEY TOWN CENTRE SUFFERED
SERIOUS DEVASTATION AND ONE
MAN DIED IN THUNDERSTORM

One man d'ed and thousands of pounds worth of damage was caused to

property in a severe thunderstorm which struck Ilkley on the aftermoon of 12

July, 1900. The storm was confined to the moorland area between Hebers Ghyll

and Backstone Beck and the streams in those areas rushed as f'ooded torrents

down the hillside into the town destroying or damaging whatever lay in the'r

- way. The vivid flashes of lightn'ng and rolling crashing thunder continued for

| several hours. Tons of deposits carried down by the streams were left in streets.

One part of the town was cut off from the other and schoolchildren had to be
taken home by means of carts. :

The scene in Brook Streel after Lthe bursting of the culvert. Water flowed from here
to the Star, Wharfedale and Wheatfsheal Inns at the botlom causing a considerable
amount of damage,
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o)1z WESTVILLE ROAD BRIDGE
| COMING DOWN
|

—— e m—
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ville Road was cl

; ! sed o traffic this week as work started on the demolition ol
the railway hridge. This will be followed shorlly by the removal of the embankment and
demalilion of the viaducet.

| :
| This arch, part of the railway viaduct, over Cunliffe |
| ad was demolished yesterday (Thursday) morning, &

i group of people assembling to watch it go.

ssult of the demolit on
viaduct 1s the skew arch which spans Bollon Bridge Rd Tl pame “skew
gained from Lhe fact that il spans obliguely and therefore lom'c than the
has now started on the scheme with the removal of the stone bridge over
tville Road and part of the embankment befween there and Yew Bank Tertace |
where the viaduet structure begins. From there the viaduct contains 26 arches hefore !
ending in the Brom‘«. Street car park, The scheme, which is expected to take nine |
months (o complete, is costing £62,200, l

One of (he features which will dizappear from Ilkley as a
of the railw
arch”

I’I(h\ ]1()%!) l',Ll' L\h\lﬁl\l GOES

|
|
|
‘ Work has been in progress in recent weeks on the levelling of the ratlway embank- |
ment south of Skipton Road from the poiit where the bridge earried the line over the ‘
L - { road.
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71175 ROAD BLOCKED BY DEBRIS |

Since last week-end Cunliffe Road has been plocked by the debris resulting from tha
| demolition of the section of the railway viaduct at this point. Traffic has been diverisd

" CLEARANCE BEHIND REGENT ROAD |

"f—!_‘_”

i K

|
the piclure shows the opened view from the Brook Street l
it DaTle fcr . i = 7 ) . i

The area (o the west of Cunlifie Road




way over Bolton Bridge Road

The break through of the arch which carried the rail F
tﬁ rubble which falls upon It

at Tlkley. The road ‘is closed o traffic on account of khe

The demolition: of ~cupied for some ygars as a footwear store and
repairers by the late M . Eaton further opened out the wesl side of Cunliffe

Road.

Work on the remioval of the railway viaduct entered upon its final stage this week.
This is the view from Westville Road 25 the last stretch of the bridge is about to go

e ey 1670
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[
ention o© he owDner |

ifhe hadeaidt

& Mr. Lsaroyd
did not agree with him,
IT WAS TRUE :
Mr, J. ¥, Hewitt said soon |
after joining the Council he §

found Mr. West was

“‘persoma, grata’’ with some of |
ril‘emhers. Generally apealk- |
e thought Mr, Learoyd

Tairly. He thought over the 14
\ghea.rs as a resident of Ilkley,
e remnoval of refuse had been |

|| satisfactory. Pressed to say

16 (Uuesllors
e e 51010 D GallEe

why he had vobed for the let [

. terreferring to Fmbatio ntobe
I sent, Mr. Hew

mitted that he vobed for thsp
|| letter because he believed the |

tt finally ad-

contents were true. Asked if
anything had happened gince

| that cansed him to Dbelieve
| that they were untrue he did

not answer, He denied he had
been rejected by the rate-
payers in 1922 because of any |
claim that the sanitary condi- |-
tions were oosal :

: _tnrg'. e
I '} believed it was because of rate |
. | increases.

TO BLESS
Mr. Mortimer in his address
the Commissioners said the | =
issue was one of whether Mr. |

' | Wesh was to be dismissed agan

s0mMe ques

D Lo -

unfaithful servant of

'.‘ “» | Council after 21 years service.

He spoke for over an hour. He
|said the Medical Officer's |
evidence disposed of the major

| part; of the case against Mr.
Weat. “He was the Balaam
8@, and re-|

Mr. Mortimer would win ¢

| case. Mr. Mortimer had at-
anoeil

3~ | tacked members of the 0ot

ven evidence and

ak of their contribu- |
{ion to the local community. |
Allhad complained there were
constant complaints aboub
Mr. West and they could geb

| no satisfactory answer from |

him. Why had Mr. J. West not |

» || been called before them to
migh

answer questions that L

s | | have been put tohim?

DECISION
The decision of the Minister

e |l i favour of Mr. West was re- |

o him on ocea = =
a1l allegabion =1 i PO aon Lo ans
il B a1 B84 =) 21
ould dvige ol o 0 OB BXAITID uhl 0
or M W 5 reslgn BAE g letter which had been 56l
DUOEs 0 WES nte 826 pu ng b
nsen Lo 8 ] had no a1 ) 01 X aleiia 0
Rate £ he il BEC i B ¥ naud
— s [ie 1 = B proposed
was said he wag ill. Mr. We o be sent an .
denied thahDrBa o8 had d (] objection o the wording
he would advise the Couneil [ an Da 0 e
to ask for his resignation. BALD abiscted
He had heard witness afl 0. he s=aid, he ha
witness tﬁu the 111(1_&111'3' ause he knew was nob a
he rﬂsardaﬂ- complaints ated and tha he ni=
ratepayers whi . had been ealth had a so N
received as frivolous, but thabt albite s voted fo
was not true. : A LIS e waE not wo
COUNSEL CLASH paver it was written o
There was a clash between =

| Mr. Mortimer h ¢omplalnie a oInin
._Wﬁﬂ_ih aAmong other | ngs, He had not hea
had been a’;c_cusml of | 2 had not been
J oy appear-

| ceived on the morning of Fri- |
il. This included
“Not only do

| evidence or were ol & trivial
character . .. . The Minister
i d that Mr. West

| contract. The Minister is ata

lose to nnderstand how fthe

pplication to him for the

| removal of Mr. West from his
office can be justified and 1t is |

lin his opinion a maktter for

regret that so great anexpense

charg L1 )
. 8. foundation. e Mini
hag no doubb that it would
in the circumstances be umn-&
just to allow the expense of
defendine himsell against
fhese charges to fall ngo
‘West, and he propose
fore to issue an orasr 3
ine that the costs properly|y
| in¢urred by Mr. West in con=| o5
tion with the charges mads| .}
him and C
which those charges
d necessary sghall be
to Mr, West by the Coun-

cil, The question whether the |3,

Mr. & was statea 1n January,{
n Mr.| 1095, that. the 60stS totalled |
dir:wh- £734 of which £412 was Council
Ot expenditure and £322 incurred |
Mr. West,. 1t was nof}
v c¢omsidered that|

nt should be met by |

gillors,

ediately after the 1n-|

; the resignation of Dr.
! d and

C. o it =S
e clivad by tho Counaf Lo jtee MEFS, B2 cdioas |

lllt!mml}? o Officer.

In Augusy, 1923, after pres-|
.gp;" from

‘rom the Couneil, Cae
jor electrical atéﬂ

in
it

ger to|

i
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. LOCAL BOARD IS ALARMED OVER |

! OSWALD LISTER’S PLANS

Consternation was caused among members of tl

' 1892 when Mr. Oswald Lister, builder, contractor, master plasterer, self-taught
b amateur Lawyer, and a scourge of authority, submitted plans for a terrace of
¢ seven cottages on land alongside the Ilkley Old Bridge.
* and some years later as “titty-bottle park™ the area justified neither description
9 when Oswald put in his plans. “Hideous and undesirable” said the Gazette of the
¢ proposed development. It led to an involved dispute not helped by the fact that

Oswald at the same time was concerned in another row

I in Victoria Road. i

At bheir wits end the Ilkley LEGAL POSITION
Il Tiocal Board had twicerejected

SEVEN COTTAGES IN PARADISE

1y Mr. Henry FEllis =aid the i il !
. ihfabplal%s, onréletbecat?senME'. sonditions of sale raised a|b bBe removal by Mr. Lister of a
| Lister proposed to pub cellars | o o™ 0ot ot lezal  pogi- dauantity of limestone that had

l| in the cottages—a suggestion
regarded as foolish and un-
wise in view of the river’s cloge
|| broximity—and a second time
because the Board claimed
il they were not in accordance
with the bys-laws. The
| Building Committes would
rather not have had any build-
ings on that piece of 1and but
the third time the plans were
placed before them there was
nothing could be found wrong
and the Board had besn bound
to approve them. i !

At their May meeting in
1892 they heard Mr, Lister was
|| prepared to sell the land for
£400 but the Board was dublous
sbout spending such monpey
because they had several other
commitmentsinciuding aloan
. of £10,000 for the purcﬁase of
Golden Butts and the build-
ings they intended to erect
there,

Howsaver, the Board decided
fio hold a gpecial meeting in
the middle of May, and there
one Local Board member
after another spoke from an
agony of mind caused by a
realisation that Mr. Oswald
Lister appeared to have them
in his grasp. There were at the

Oswald's when it came 10 &

meeting progressed their dex-
terity in fSipping the trump
card at the right moment was
revealed. *

Mr, T. Horsman, who had
been one of the group depubed

saime ime one or two members |
whose cunning could match

card up the sleeve and as the ||

tion and they had to be ex-
tremely careful how they
went about this matter. They
had passed plans for seven
cottages when the conditions
of sale said only one build-
inzg could be erscted therve.
They had to see Mr, Lister
and fipd ont if he bad the
anthoriby for acting as he had
and they bad to consult with
Mr., Middelton’s solicitors to
see if they would act in the
1ma.ttr-:r.

The Chairman, Mr. Jaber
Dobson, said if the plans for
seven cottages were vightl
| according to their bye-laws
then they had no option bukb
to pass them, If Mr. Middel- |
ton's =olicitors thought the
conditions imposed when the
| land was sold should be ad-
nered to then they mizhi be
willing to bring pressuare l‘li‘l‘

| Mr. Lister to abide by them. It
was nob something the Board
conld do.

| Mr. Eli Ibberson thought the
il land should be part of a “great
| yromenade from Ash Grove to
the Bridge, includinga part of
Mr., Wray's property, He did
not think the Local Board
could enforce Mr. Lister to
abide by the conditions which
obtained when he boughl the

man who could. When
bousht the land Mr, Listers
hopes and purposesd were L
make a large swn ol money
out of sand, That had been a
complete failure and had he

TO BUILD |

e Ilkley Local Board in |

Known as “‘Paradise”

over a proposal to build

KEPT A LOAD

There was also a reference to ||

| been on
Lane for two years, Mr, Lis-
ter had been seen and said
that having become ‘‘pos-
| sessor” of the land he had
| become possessor of all that
was upon ib, He therefore
| claimed all the stone that wag
on the stone staith. He had
now 8aid that he would return
one load but would kesp
another to pay him for having
riddled if. 1t was Mr. Lister's
view that if the Board got one
| load back they would do very
well, ;
Mr, Lister Metaphorically
rolled up his slesves and wrote
a longz and pointedly personal
letter Lo the Gazebte about
some of the thingg which he
said the Board had permitted,
guoted replies to letters he
had sent to Mr. Middelton's
agents which, he claimed, in-
dicated the Local Board had
no bisiness fo be on land in
Bridge Lane at all. Paradizse,
after the work he had putinto
|1t, had cost him £530, and he
offered it to the Logal Board |
|for 3400, thus making the |
Board a present of £130. The |
Board then gent their |
“runner’’ said Mr. Lister to
Mr. Middelton’s agent and fhe |
|hg'ht began in earnest. Mr.

land in Bridge

Lister wrote, ““The solicitors

property, but there was %he | found Oswald to be a man of
“| sbaming and, to ¢ut it short
| they

have retired from the
contest which tried to forue
me to build only one house.
They have left Oswald master
of Paradige and he can build

Il t0 see Mr. Lisber said it had || thought that would be the ve- | hig four (six) ocotbages and

been oxplained to them that | sult he was certaln Mr, Lister || sgahjes, and there is not a ||
bl Mv, Lister had paid close on | would nob have been 1in-{ man in England can stop him i (1A} 3
b1 £300 for the land and that it ferested in buying it. He was || Twill not today offer it at 2400 i '
I | had cost him a further £100 in || balking abont seven houses Lo \|T am magter of the situation | »
M| vetaining walls and other [ frighten them. The Bgard andcan malke it pay me upon ; ¢ B

b | charge

|| improvemsnts’ He had per-
|| snaded Mr, Lister toreduce his
Pl.‘ice by £10 and te agree that

f the Board gave their promise
lof purchase he would ]
any interest until
| they zot the sanction of the

not ||

shounld have bought the fand
|| when it was up for sale. He
|| thouzht £400 was an awlul

price but il the

ratepayers

ite cogt, although I admit Iam
| sorry to have to desecrate
! this beautiful piece of land.”

Mr. Lister described his
tangle with the Surveyor, told
how he let the land in Bridge
Lane to a photographer on

thought the Board should buy condition that he *‘should
it at that stage for that un- garden it and keep it tidy™.
¥ o a4 reasonable price he thought He had pleaded hard for the
1 LAND TO WEST they should commit the m'rurll‘emaval of a heap of lime-
|- T : | he thought it would be to buy |stones and when nothing was
| They also felt it would be a | the land at that price. {done “I gave orders to deva-
||| happy _1dea, if they cauld Eet" DECISION |Stl?otl3 the garden as soon as the |
i | the strip of land to0 the west of lerop was sot in, and got what
| the bridge on the same side |l It was finally decided fto rubbizh T could and carted it
I |and had apmroached I\';J‘. C. '&DpDI;ﬂt a committee to see pn. I am determined to leave
P | Dilly, the owner of the Middle- ¥ Mr.Middelton's solicitors and matters as they are until the
‘ Lon Hotel, My, Dilly said if the || to have further discussion|Board clear up the land of the

| Looal Government Board to a |
F loan.

Board was prepared to pur- " with Mr. Oswald Lister. 1L was| stone they keep depositing
hage Ghe piece or if they | felt that simce the Board had| there.” ¥ I s i
hed to do so by public sub- |1earned that it was a condi- w ANIMUS”

geription he would be pre-|| tion of the sale of the land that ANIMUS |
paved to give £10 towards if. | only one building could be| In one of his final Aings, M, |
Alternatively so long as hel erected upon it, the Board’s| Lister said this “animus’ had
was owner of the Middelton || position hadalteredmaterially|come about becauss he had
Hotel and the grounds he| from what it was when they declined to give a strip of land

|

“wolild be prapared tio lsave the
| zround free for public use. He
was not prepared to give 1t to §
| Che town. some Bort
The Board decided at thigl with the solicitors to the
wtage ta enquire into the possi- [ Lord of the Manor.
Bility of Mr. Lister being able }| At its January meeting,
'o build there at all and the |

started the meeting.
The Chairman suspected
that Mr, Lister would have

tale which indicated that
‘only one messnage should be
srected on the land of the
minimum value of £2560.”

| General Purposes ‘Commitiee
disapproving plans by Mr.
Lister for four “lodges'” in
Paradise for Mr. Lister and
Mr. Barker thought they had || they also turned down, as
911 been asleep over Ghie| they did throughout the year
matter and Mr. Horsman said || Mr, Lister's plans for 12 honses
it appeared to be evident that | in Victoria Drive.
only one building could be When the question of the
erected on the land. He sub- || Paradise cottages was again

8 mitted that the best way to|l before the Local Board, Mr.

'make terms with Mr, Lister
was to zo to the solicitors to
Mr. C. M. Middleton and ask
them to enforce the conditions
lof sale which the Board's
Clerk had just read out. At
|the same bime they had to
realige that in addition to the
purchase money it would cost
them £230 which brought the

Ili Ibberson, explained they
had been turned down again
' because the plans were con-
(trary to the bye-laws. The
Board was not, as had been
sugzested that the Board was
|against working men’s houses
| They were, however, against
‘‘rookeries — apparently a
{reference to tall honses—and
tiotal to £530. He thought they | the pinch came when houses
should try to reach some [ reached a height of 25 fest
| agreement with Mr. Dilly and | and more,

not have two bites at the =
cherry, The matter could be
arhievad v daerreez hit hefora

of arrangement

1883, the Board vonfirmed a o
Merk read the conditions of | decision of its Building and !

for widening Springs Lane.
Ho said that several members
of the Board had dons very
nicely in having private roads
built by ralepayvers money
and there was an instance
where he could put his veto

1 ih,

The following weels Mr, Lis-
ter was challenging, and back-
ing his challenge with sums of
money, members of the Board
~over what he said were viola-
tions of the bye-laws, He an-
nounced his intention of con-
testing the election shortly to
take place, He did so but was

| WITHDRAWN

| . In 1897 Oswald again ofiered
| “Paradise’” for sale, but it
| was withdrawn at £576 and he
was in trouble in 1901 both

| the local Council over hoard-
ings which he and Mr. Septi-
mus Wray had put on a part
of “*Paradise”. On the instruc-
tions of the  County Council

the hoardings were pulled |
down. The County ruled that

not elected.

His plans continued to be
turned down, and Mr. Lister
continued to protest. He was
taken by the Local Board tol
law about the matter and|
appeared before the High
Court with the severe warning|
issued that he must not pro-|
ceed with the plans which con-|
travened the local bye-laws.
Mr. Lister had said. he in-|
tended to start digging the
foundations in August, 1894,
and Mr. Justice Chitty told
himi he would be In ssioug
trouble if he did, His plans
were finally approved in
| November. 1884, the required

quieter
ing stretch.

where the hoardings had been

with the County Clouncil and |

erected was waste land which
had been encroached upon by
those two persons, y
Paradise did eventually |
come in to tlie possession of |
the Council and is now a
pleasant litfle park mueh
appreciated by those who wish |
to read and study in pleasant |
surronndings with the River
Wharfe providing the music
a3 1t negotiates (he arches of
the old bridge to Aurry among
the scattersd remains ol a
bridge of centuries ago to the |
passage of the boat-

K. M. Green
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MUSEUM PROPOSAL (1) i
- ROMAN AND OLDER DISCOVERIES

IN ILKLEY SHOULD BE KEPT
UNDER ONE ROOF, SAID EXPERTS

. Ten years before the end of the last century there was a growing realisa-
tion in llkley that discoveries indicating the occupation of the arca by Roman
cohorts and evidence of their identity should be gathered under one roof. The
feeling steadily gathered momentum and the result was the opening by Dr.
Robert Collyer of the former Wesleyan Chapel at the junction of Skipton Road

; FRL. 30 JANUARY, 1976—ILK
MUSEUM PROPOSAL (2) |
RELICS OF {LKLEY’S HIL

FOR PERIOD OVER 400
CARRIED AWAY ON

Relics of the 400 years Roman occupation of [
were carried away on the train so numerous were they, Dr.
in the Gazette in April 1892. Many were destroyed. AR
lay partially under a new building in Weston Road.  The
out to make way for the foundations and the stones compt
up to mend the road. The lesson was not learned. Some ten

and Bolton Bridge Road as a museum. As a start, Mrs. Douglas of Ilkley Hall
gave the Roman gravestone found behind the Rose and Crown Hotel to the
Iikley Local Board. -

Tn May, 1891, a visit by mem- | invitation to address the half| In September of 1891 the
bers of the Bradford Historical | yearly mesting of the Ikley | discovery was made of part ofa
and Anbiguarian Society was | Ratepayers Protection Asso-| Roman millstone ‘'‘in  the
followed by & paper given by | clation, & body comprising a |grounds adjoinihg the resid-
Mr, William Cudworth, a |lively set of members with ex-|ence of Mr. Richards. The
Bradford journalist and an|tensive ideas about what pro- | Grove, followed editorial com-
authority on Roman remains. | tection needed Lo be afforded [ ments in the Gazebte and let-
Tie thought that when the|theratepayers. Mr.L. Darling-|ters in favour of the estab-
Roman fort was first estab- | ton, was the Chairman of the [ lishment of a museum.
lished, the Wharfe would al-|meeting and spoke of the|meeting was held at the homea |
most wash the buttresses of |grwoing number of people | of Dr. Carter, alocal aunthority
ils ramparts. This was borne |showing support for = a|on Roman finds, and the quq&
out by the discovery of Mr, | museum, e tion of purchasing the o

| Thomas Horsman who had| A fa;irlﬂjl‘arge andience was | Castle (Manor House) wag
| found two layers of river sand |old by . Cudworth *‘that|raised. It was thoughti that
and pebbles several feet below | long before such miushroom | first of all 4 d‘pub]ic meeting
! E}l}e ; I\?[vel 2‘{ Iiha n&raer)y %:LDW towns as Lfﬁdﬂ aﬁx_%rlof ai]d{:?rd ghould be held.

e Memorial Gardens) show- | were ever Lhoug 3 ey ; . 3 el !
ing that thecourse of the river | was of some importance for its| WESLEYAN CHAPEL
had heen altered in the mean- | time, both in the Roman ¢ s
| bime. Mr. Cudworth referred | period and in the :germd be-| When the Committes met
to & “Ane piece of pavement, |fore, **0ld maps of the ancient (ab the Cofiee taverm, Brook
' found dori ng the GI'UVB haﬁpi- British parju lndjcat-ed that St.raet-, in November the ques-
tal extension, undoubtedly | Ikley occupied a positionass |fion of renting the old
forming part of the road from | Belgic Settlement and it was| Wesleyan Ohapel at the gormer
| Aberford through Adel, Otley | placed upon & most ancient|of SKipton Road with Bolton
Chevin, Burley Woodhead and | British trackway which the|Bridze Road was gone into.
on o Addingham moor to|Romans used from esst to|On the motion of . Carter
join up with thr Roman road | west. It needed mo further geconded b%rym- Clarkson
passing Hlslack and Brough- |argument of his to show that (Hon, Secre ) it was imMdi-
Pon to Ribohester,” Mr. Oud-|a similar honour was_not [0ated that a sum of £22 be
wortlt ma de reference to other | accorded either T,eeds or Brad- | offered for rent per annum
| Boman Roads which con- |ford. He had seen evidenmce| ©on the understanding thal
verged upon Ilkley and es | within the Jast quarter of an | permission begranted tomale
| peciall; Ehﬂ cr;naa¥rom Ald-|hour in & local shop of a|the necessan alterabions with
010 over the Middleton |people who were the imhabi- | Uhe option of purchase at any
moors: which crossed the one|tants of Nkiey and the sur-|bime during the tenancy':
from Adel to Ribchester to |rounding heights before the |1t W&stgﬁreed'w inspect the

The Museum Committee
were not too enthusiastic
about joining in a scheme to
establish public buildings in
Wells Rpad to accommodate
the public bmildings and to
provide accommodation for

| other organisations -when
| representatives of local asso-
| clakions met on a Satu.rgg.iv
evening in December ,1801,
Mr. P, 5. Silevert said the
Museum Committes had got a
“considerable sum of money
in hand already and were
| about to embark on a scheme
in order to induce peopls to
come forward with their sub-
soriptions. They intended
renting the old Wesleyan
chapel. The building they
were met to consider tlat
evening would not be erected
at least for another year. That
would not prevent them from

| renting a place temporarily.
They had passed a resolution
that they did not entertain
any part of the Wells Road
scheme only so far as the
rental of a suitable room was
concerned and if the Building
Committee provided guitable
| rooms they, a8 2 Museum Com-
mittee, would give the ques-
tion ftheir most favourable
consideration. The School of
Art would have been willing
o go in with the scheme i
they were in a position to pay

ron ; 5 the rent.
B TS ey v, | Bt 6 o RIS [ o L M
West Morton, over Harden ' appeal to the public of Tikley B .3 Ty o0 "nroject and the

Moor and on to Manchester, | Flints in the area occupied | was approved. This made the
He listertll “ﬁndl‘sq’ I:;r‘{m:ﬂi;:le t.]:fe by the Brigantes to the south | follow nﬁﬂ points.— the need
Site of the railway station, a |east of the Cow and Calf for a suitable bailding and the | PYS o nde LY
woll in Brook Street with |Rocks, andalong the moor top | purchase of show cases and [ responsibility in connection
pobtery at the bottom and em- | are frequently found by Mr.|money fo cover incidental ‘&fﬁ the Wells Road proposal.
Dhasised the need for these to|John Reeves of Lister Streot | expenses; 2, to acquire some of oy gh?Uld be left out of any
be gathered together and|ab the present time as he fol- the ring markings and other ﬂﬂoaﬁfl eration about a Town
added to those in private|lows hig pursuit of searchin% known curiosities, 8, to or- scheme.
hands and exhibited in a | the moor for such objects ant anise a systematic search of
museum which was suggested | keeping ‘an unofficial eye on|those sites which in the past
for the village. : thl% chuﬁklandhring ston]aes cif h?vtehpruvet} gﬂ g&hﬁc as fgllﬁs
} 3 : . | whic ley has examples al- [ 0O e early ‘higtory of the
RATEPAYERS SUPPORT | 1yoat, unique in the cou%tr,y. lace. It is intended to.rént
Mpr. Cudworth’'s lecture| Mr, Cudworth recalled the e old Wesleyan Chapel at
aroused immense interest and | gutrages committed on other | the junction of Bolton Bridge
in July of 1891 he accepted an | discoveries. The shaft of one Roads and Skipton ZRoads,
of the three crosses in the|but shonld sufficient funds bg
| churchyard had in by-gone | forthecoming it is further pro- |
days been used a8 gate post Fosed toerectsa suitable build-
Sand drilled so & big Iron|ing in which provision will he
contrivance could be used for | made for a School.of ark as it
holding the gate up. Thal was|is thought these two ub‘fecbs
lan injury which would exist|coming in combinabtion will be
for_a.ﬁ ime.” Mr. Cudworth |beneficial to the community, |
said there was a need to estab- | The leller was signed by Dr.
lish a museum to safeguard |Godfrey Carler(president)and
guch things as that, but he|CGeorse Clarksen, Hon. Seore-
warned there would be & need | tary, together with the namos
for money to establish if, to|of 4 group of proninent
keep it going, and to pay for | peaple in the village, ;
the expenses which would eeling at the Brook Streeh
naturally arise. But he|Coffes Tayern the following
thought that once it was | week, the Commiliee was told
shown there was a serious|by Mr. R. T. Halnes represent-
endeavour there would be|ing the owners of the former
generous people coming for- Wesleyan Chapel fhat _the
ward with their help. They | bank would not give compel-
| 11ad not only in llkley ancient | sation for the contermplated
| Roman remains to deal with |alterations to the building in
but ancient British remains|the event of 1L beiny taken
as well, and with the develop- | at a rental, It was agreed aflgr
| ment gpi_ng on in llkley afh|discussion thatanamounbnol
thal time 16 was essential that | exceeding €350 he offered for
valuable items which helped |the building. Mr. James BElli-
' to bring information about |son of Steeton offered hislarge
| the place should be carefully | collection of fossils, minerals:
zabhered and looked after. and other natural history ob-
Tt is perhaps worth ¢iving a | jeets with which he had Lo @
reminder thatguch discoveries | part owing to lack of roam and
are still being made. In 1976 ) which he wasanxiousshould big
work on a building on the| preserved in its entirety.
Grove brought to light ex-
amples of Roman potfery. . R. M. Green

School of Art were oot in a
pogition to wundertake any

OLD CHAPEL

- Mr. L, Darlington thought
that if suitable rooms could be
| provided there might be a
sibility of the Museum
ommittee joining in, Yel the

| Museum Committes should
not let the T%rasa grow under
their feet. ey must g0 on
and that was why they had
started necotiations in res-
pect of the Wesleyan Chapel.
At a further meseting of the
Museum Commibtee in the
Brook Street, Coflee Tavern,
it was reported thal the
old Wesgleyan Chapel in S8kip-
ton Road had been offered
to the Committee for £385 and
Dr. Carter moved and Mr,
Sievert =econded that the
1:\_1__ﬂdi1rxlg be bought at this
price. This was agreed but at
| another meeting & few days
| later it was reported that
fonr members of the Com-
mittee had signed a requisi-
{ion expressing the view that
the price of £385 was too high.
1t was agreed to postpone the
%gest-ion of purchase of the
‘hapel and that in the mean-
Il time esbimates be obtained of
|| the cost of purchasing nearby
land and erecting a building
upon it. It was decided to offer
lr. Ellison of Steeton £100 for
his collection offered to the
M]ﬁiﬁm téamnuﬁttea. =2 :
e next meeting repo )
‘dopation of £100 from Mr,
Barran and s decision to ap-
}:_umach the owners of the Wes-
t}lyan Chapel with a view to
ering a price lower than
they reguired, This was suc-
ceseful‘and a special meeting
in February agreed to close
an offer to sell at £360 with the
money expected to be forth-
coming in reasonable time—
(8ix months bei suggested,
It was reckoned that a further
sum of up to £400 would be
required to adapt the building
i for museum purposes. The
|| purchasa of Mr. Ellison’s col-
il lection meant that already
to start the Committee pos-
sessed the finest natural his-
tory collection in Yorkshire

created among the east and west sections of the Roman fort
the Brook Street extension. \

locally found exhibits of the
Roman and earlier times gave
them a remarkable send off
it was eed to canvass the
district for subscriptions, at
the same time gomtmg_oub to
those who had promised (o
subscribe that it would be of
considersble help if they
would indicate the extent of
their subscription.

TRUSTEES

The Mussum Committee de-
cided to ask Mr. Barran, M.P.,
Mr. T. P. Muff and Mr. D'Arcy
Wyvill to act as trustees for
the new building to house the
museum Mr. Pate and Mr.
Hainsworth Junr, were asked
to examine the building and to
advise as to the flooring of the
building before the internal
alterations were finally de-
cided upon.

The Committes noted that a

letter had appeared in the
Keighley News congratulating
the Ilkley Committes on its
acguisition of the fine collec-
tion of Mr. James Ellison of
Steeton and regrelting that
the first ofier of the collection
was not made to the Keighley
Museum. “Formed entirely by
a shosmaker during his leisure
hours, and arranged in a
beautiful scientific manner,
this collection has long been a
source of attraction to the
general public, as well as to
the naturalist and geologist
far and wide, If the property
has already become the pro-
perty of the Ilkley Committee
is i mow too late to move in
‘the matter and we muat re-
gign to our more fortunate
and enterprising neighbours
this remarkabls monument of
the indomitable energy and
perseverance of a working
man,” said the letter.
At the end of Margh the
Committes were confronted
with the probleni of using
most of their money on the
purchase and leaving them-
selves with little reserve or
buying the property through
a building society and using
their funds to pay for altera-
tions and repairs. It was deci-
ded to follow the second
course’ Repair estimates were
masgonry, £72 19s; joinery
£40 10s; plumbing £30; slating
£6 8s; plastering &7 6s. 8d;
painting £12. A list of sub-
scribers was presented.

DISCOVERIES
In mid-April there was a
longe letter from Dr. Gadfrey
Carter, president of the]|

Museum, announcing that it (Note: 1
washoped toopen the Museum when the €
in July (the actnal date of Dr. a4 popula
Robert Collyer's visit was to- a‘fﬁﬁ%}g&.ﬁﬂ
wards the end of August) was demo
which was a mabter of greal; Roman Tt
satisfaction Lo the inhabilants and left
of Wharfedale in general and /& damaged.-

to those of Ilkley in particu-
lar. He wrote of the items
which had been found in |}
Tlkley and which were in
private hands but either pro-
mised as a gift or on loan Lo
the new Museum. ““The zas
mains along the Grove, for a
short distance, are laid upon
the old Roman pathway which
was found intact there and
was not disturbed. In Brook
Street was lately found a
Roman well, the octagonally

arranged oaken planks black
and a.rgﬁ‘itrons‘ yet; and one or
two of them I possess. The well
was dry and at the bottom
was found a beautiful Romean
pitcher, which had no doubt
agcidentally dropped into
the water by someons Who
came bo draw, (This appears
to be a refersnce to the well |
found when the foundations |
were Dbeing dug for W,

Johnson's cafe and shop whers
Iikley toffee was made and
sold in souvenir tins and
which is still at the corner of

and this together with their

1 ]

Brook Street and West Street,



WELLS ROAD WAS REGARDED FOR 20|
YEARS AS SUITABLE FOR TOWN
HALL AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS

'RY |
4 |
AR‘S In the final quarter of the [ast century there was an increasing awareness

on the part of influential residents of growing llkley’s needs for public buildings |
to house the Local Board offices and to provide accommodation for the increas-

_;_msi _I:lrt-ft-re that

frey Carter wrote

£

it

b GAETTE 3 |

ing number of events arranged by local organisations and for their Committee
meetings. For a period of twenty years Wells Road was popularly regarded as |
providing at least two alternative sites suitable for a Town Hall and public |

n Bath, he wrote,

er portion was dug

g it were broken

rs later havoe was
the carrying out of‘l

a, confectiomer's shop and a
coffee shop on the ground
floor—R.M.G.). | sl
“Near the Parish r‘m‘-‘huvch "
Il the letter continues, '‘'was the |
M ancient burial place, -and
many a helmeted follower of
‘Severus' has kept sontry |
|\ where Castle Hill and 1mjver
"l Wells Road (7). ocoupy bthe
! ground. It is almost impos-
| sible to put spade to earth in |
Plikley without bringing to |
| light some fresh curio. Only |
| thig year the Pattery whero |
all the beautiful Roman vases
gnd drinking vessels wers
made, was discovered on the |
Grove, with a bad of prepared
clay as good and as fit foi use |
| &s when n.ba.ndoncd.l |

o TAKEN AWAY
% ‘‘Same beautiful coins have
Il also been excavated in the
Sl church yard. I have seen anti-
Sl gquarians standing by the side
| of excavations in our town,
| filling their pockets with
coing, boar's teeth, pottery.,
| and even spscimens of Roman
| ironwork, and taking them
|| away by train because there |
8l was no-one here who COI~ |
sidered the custody of such
‘ local relics as a mabter of
| interest. i
| Dr. Carter goes on to point
| put that 1t was only in the

) antunmn of the previons year |
that the work of providing a |

| museum really began and
| efforts to raise money were

| countered all sorts of difficul=
| ties but there had been a per-
| sistence to show evidence of
the remarkable history of
Ilkley not only through the
400 years of Roman cceupation
| of the district but even before
| that, He could foresee the
3| museum occupying a place of
great importance in the fthtuare
higtory of the place but alsg
hepoming an  edncational
i centre and lead perhaps to &
1 more extended nse than other-
I wise i could possibly hope to
| do. “With an excellent library
a Lharoughly good collection

8| of natural history objecks,
with all our local antiguities
wollacted within its  walls,
together with & complets
exhibition of the Hora- of

Wharfedale which 1s already
promised and with more docu-
ments and braszes, 1 thinlk
without doubbt our museum
will be 4 place workth goinz
| to 'see.” .
M. Green

(Note; In September, 1891
when the Green Lane Cotfage,
a peopulay subject for the
artist and the photosgrapher,
was demolished, a section of
Roman road wag uncoverail
{and left where it un-
| damaged. —R.M.G.).

Wiks

gtarted. There had been en~ |

Buildings.

The scheme announced in
1876 had taken a more practi-
cal shape than its predeces-
sors, said the Gagette, 100
vears ago. It was sited in
Wells Road and Wells Promen-
ade and had three frontages.
“The principal entrance is

ront in Wellds Road, which
leads through a spacious
vestibule into the Great Hall,
This hall is capable of accom-
modating 700 persons and has
at ons end provision for a
large orchestra, The hall occu-
pies the centre of the block
and has an open timber roof,
and is partly lighted from the
top on the principle adopted
in the Leeds Town Hall by
larze dormers in the roof
which form nprominent fea-
tores in the exterior. The end

placed in the centre of the |

|| college. The room on the right

of the Hall fronts Info the
H.os{nt.a.l Walk towards the
Wesleyan chapel, and has two
storeys of windows, the lowsr
ones being wesnuare headed
and the upper tier consisting
of tall two-tier windows with
traceried heads and in the
centre of these a large rose
window, 10it in diameter, also
filled with tracery. The vesti-
bule is surmounted by a lofty
clock tower having a desp
enriched parapet, slated spire
and four tall octagonal angle
pinacles. At the foot of the
tower the principal doorwa
boldy projects, the arc
mouldings resting oo four
orders of granite shafts, and
over this doorway is a_four
light traceried window. Under
the great hall is a room 18ft
high which it is proposed to
make into a gymnasium.

FOR LOCAL BOARD

“This lower hall is ap-
proached by an area and stair-
case in the cross street, and
lighted by a tier of lofty mul-
Hioned windows. The whoele of
the npper floor pointing into

;Wel_ls Road is arranged for
board room and offices for the
Local Board, having a separate
entrance and staircase at the
opper end of the principal
facade adjoining the ladies

hand side of the principal
entrance on the ground floor
and contignous to the great
hall is the ladies retiring or
cloak room, and ias suggested
asa publiclibrary andreading
TOOM.

“Tne rooms under thess ars

a, sulte of offices and the re-
tiring rooms for performers,
each having a geparate en-
trance, The buildings on the
other side of the great hall
fronting into the Welle-wallk,
are arranged for s gentlemen’s
club, Freemagons’ Lodge, care-
takers house, and a suite of
public billlard rooms, the
whole replete with necessary
entrances, staircases, celler-
age, etc. On this side there is |
also an entrance to the gal-|
lery of the hall. The ground
floor will be well ralsed above
the streets by a Alght of steps.
It is proposed to erect the
building of stone with slated
high pitched roof. The exteriar
ie well broken in outline and
the detail will be of boldsimple
character,

PICTURESQUE
The aim of the architects is

| to produce a picturesgue and

hands being bought by Mr, A.
Davy from Mr. James Rhodes,
but Mr, Davy had expressed a|
willingness to sell it to the
Company without realising
any prefit from the trans-
action., Nearly £3,000 already
had been subscribed.

In May the architects re-|
ported that they had made
certain changes which had re-
duced the cost from £8,000 to
£5,000 but as fime elapsed the
scheme failed to make pro-|
gresas and apparently appears
to have been abandoned.

OPPOSITE SITE

Thers were ocecasional
attempts to revive the idea |
over the years but the most
serious one was in the latter
half of 1891 with the site on
the opposite side of the Wells
Road alongside the Public|
library company’s propart.yi
which todsy is a cafe with @ |
dentist’s surgery above.

The architect was Mr. G. A,
Adkin and he presented plans
to a meeting of repre-
sentatives of the Library
Company, the Tikley Local|
Beard, the Museum OCom-|
mittes, the Ilkley School of!
Art, the Olicana Lodge of
Freemasons and the Rate-
payers Protection Associa-
tion, The meeting was Deld on
Baturday night &t the Library
Company’s premises,

There was provision for
Local Board offices, a museum,
school of art, TFreemasons
Lodge, telephone exchanga,|
public offices and three lock-
up shops with cellaring, to-
sther with a large public
all fitted with stage, capable
of accommodating 750 people
to he approached by means
of a spacious central arcade|
‘'with a main entrance upon|
Wells Boad to which a front-|
age of B0 feet would be
presanted.

The estimated rental to be |
derived from the wvarious|
eoccupants wag, the Chairman |
Mr. E, P. Dove, stated expec-
tad to be £5620. The estimated
cost of carrying out ths|
gcheme, including the pur-|
chase of the site offerad at 255
per yard, was £6,800. It was!
guggested that £3,000 should be |
raiged in shares and £4,000
on morigage. The representa-
tives were requested to con-
sult their organisations and a
further meeting was arrangead
iaoglba held before Christmas,

MUSEUM ATTITUDE
When, this meeting was held,

| telling effect at the smallest
| possible cost consistent with
goodness of material and
soundness of construction.
The estimated cost of the
| building 1s£10,000 Itis proposed
| immediately to form a com-
| pany for carrying out the
| undertaking and several local
gentlemen have already ex-
resged their willipgness to
ke ghares, We believe the
promoters of the scheme are
very hopeful of success. Tt
would be well if the gentlemen
‘resident in [1kley would come
forward, and lay a shoulder to
the wheel and thereby help
forward one of the moet long
needed reguirements of the
place.”
The propeosal was for some
| weeks in abeyance but was
brought to life again in April.
| 1876, when a meeting “‘of
| influential gentlemen was
| held in the Board Room, the
| architects, Messrs. Peterson
and Thompson describing
their proposala.”

It was decided to approve
the idea and form a Limited
Liability Company this to be
called the Ilkley Town Hall
| Company Timited for the
| purpose_of building a Town
' Hall in Ilkley if three-fourths
| of the capital be raised in
| three months, It was agreed
that the capital of the com-
]'pa,ny he £10,000, allotted in
1,000 shares of £10 each; and
1I that Bl be paid on application
|£1 105 on allotment in three
| months; £2 10s in six months;
£2 10s in nine months, and

the Mussum Society explained
their negotiations for the for- |
mer Wesleyan Chapel,- now
part of Glovers Garages pre-
misesatthe junctionof Bolton
Bridge Road with Skipton
Road, either to rent or to buy,
though these negotiations did
not preclude the Mussum |
Committee from faking an
interest in the public builld-
ings proposal,

Mr. Darlington further ont-
lined the proposals for the use |
of the building, and this led !
to the guestion of whether|
the Liocal Board would enter-
tain the building for offices. It
was believed that they wers
seeking better accommoda-
tion than they then used
and perhaps they wounld bel
prepared to support the idea |
if they could get offices with-

out having to build.
The proposals never gob
much beyond the talking

stage. Probably the purchase
of the Sedbergh House estate
with the intention of building |
muunicipal offices thers dam-
pened the enthusiasm of
speculators though there was |
much criticism about the |
slowness of the Ilkley Council
in proceeding with the idea.
It was explained in a preced-
ing article that it was not
until the Council cbtained a |
generous confribution from
the Carpegie Trust towards
the cost of a public library in
Station Read that it was deci-
ded some years Iinto the]
new century to go ahead with |

| £2 108 in 12 months. The site,

the building of a Town:' Hall ||

ovred Tt  cra el o
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CHARITIES ; b.mwl\ H?-Q-

(1) ; - |
- CHANTRY OF ST. NICHOLAS
PASSES TO GOVERNORS OF
- SEDBERGH SCHOOL

Towards the end of the last century a public inquiry was held at [lkley to
inquire into the charities which existed -in the town. A | su'_nllar
| inquiry was held in the following year to look into the Addlngham charities.
Whilst dealing with these it may not be amiss to look briefly at the way in which

Sedbergh School Governors came into possession of a large amount of land in
Tlkley which earned them a fair amount of money in rents.

MONEYS LEFT FOR SCHC

 AND FOR THE POOR
Z i A

‘Money left for the establishment of a grammar school
used in such a way, or hardly used at all, that there was great ¢
the village about the sityation, it was said at the public ingu
charities held towards the end of the last century. There was
about moneys left to the poor. -

|| The Commissioner stabed; Commissioner, and Mr. Darl-y
| In 1872, schemes were framed |ington said they came from |
\|for devoting certain of those|the sales of other lands which
\|charibty lands which had been|had been parts of the trust.
left for the poor for educa-/The money was sent to the
tional purposes, There was|Official Recelver. % ol
& scheme t0 devote Whitton’s| Commissioner: Bubt then at
Croft as a site for the mew(the time Pateley Bridge
Grammar BSchool and to|estates were sold omne-third |
devote Cow Closs Gate  tojwent to the Queén Anne's|
founding one ‘exhibition. of|Bounty. |
£10 a year tenable for three| Mr, Ibberson: Then one-
years at the Grammar School,|third went to the school and |
and to increase the stipend|one-third to the vicar? Is|
of the headmasfer, and fo|that it?

devote the land of Joseph| Commissioner: I think two-
|Watkinson to  Gramumar|thirds went to the school
|{School trusts, The mioneyland one-third was accumu-
which came in from those|lating for ecclesiastical pur-|
estates ceased fo come to|poses. The schools charities |
the poor, and there was con-|were amalramated with the
siderable discussion at thelpoor's charities — lumped
Lime ag to how much the Vicar ug ‘together to thes imcomes
ought to get out of thess|which used to be differentia-
|rents, because of the original|ted, part of which was given
Lrust having been partly for|to the vicar, and parbt to the
the schoolmaster and ]];a;:rjsly poor, and in consequence
for the vicar. A rousgh line|of mixing up these funds they |
was drawn by the Commis-lhad to make a wide calcula-
sioners after comsulfation|tion to see how much the
with the vicar (Mr. Snowdon)|share of the vicar and the
and the trustees and they|school should be out of these,

oh dedicated to 8t. | schoolmaster. Thissecond gift | one ol the same family. Then
N%%gfagﬂﬁggfounde within |had to be pub ont at ten per|there was a certaiy Thomas
the church at Ikley by one of | cent interest for the main-|Maude, who at som date left |
| the early Middeltons, Robert | tenance of a school master, | Seven cow ates on the cow-
| Collyer and J. Horefall Turner | the vicar to be the school-| pasture to he nse of the poor
| tells us in their * v: | masterif fit and capable, Then | of Tlkley. Tt is doubtful whe-
| Ancient and Modern, After|the parishioners in 1936 build | ther those cow gates were the|
gome research they cams to|a school house by subscrip-|incorporeal right or actunally
the conclusion that the man | tiop. The original £100 which | an interesy in the land.
e e D o s aaimal| |, OUMIPASTURES
 Hig 1 orkgh ut into thi i ; S
in 1239 anghlzﬂ The Chantry | Heber and Christopher Boynto Tt seems to !JLVEbeﬁlthkBél
was subsequently with others |to accumulate at compound | that it W““ggg“ﬁ"ﬁ n égw:
taken ove by'nga;dVI and | interest until the original sum | because in 1 L deyb .
May, 1552, was given by him [ was produged. There were no | pasture was allotted Ly & -
Lo Sédf)ergh‘ Grammar thggsl gm‘l: %tt]ger? h:g g_}hﬁ _L:iam: ugg mnqiggg:eggrmmie iiigle%natxl‘g, t?me
rnors Cwith all its i e taught by that  becal ’ n 2
. Eﬁgﬁﬁﬁmﬁmeg and all His | the money was not sufficient T‘rusttqeghof this ¢ tﬂ»ﬂg fﬂfsggi
Majesky’s messuages, lands, |for the purpoge, The parents| Uss ol Las Iio&li 0 tget}mt
ele., (fallen into 1:111‘.3i hangﬁaby _%v]fge t% m?gg 3% rmas 'ﬁ, wéﬁlé %%gysg:% tcg- haevegaf:h h
i Dissol’ - schoolr ] € : B,
%is‘;k %%ﬁ%lé'ﬂdkgsm?e Beck, |amount they were to pay, cour%etﬁhat had %11 beei_l soold
| fiedes, Longlands, Cowgate, |Then £100 was spent in in-| with Emgﬁceié’ PR T
| Cowclose, Butclode, Stones, | closing lands 1 Ja%, Refer”| 5oCkon™. ho estates of
b indeholme, Gay-|ring to a suI € rac - |
Eug'?ﬁ%. 'Dillz-];-close, in tge thed by Reginal Heber, the|Bewerly war%sl agded sun}e-
tenures of Richard Parigh,|Commissioner asked if there|whera about lTh Ez.r an _en%g—
| Richard Robinson, William | was not a benefaction board in | Sure award—The Bewerly K- C Iste 1d_ 1]
Shutt, Thomas Swyer, Fran-| the church somewhere. closure Act, There must have |/ |decided to give two-thirdsjand the result arrived at was |
'aiéiuMé ing and Willlam Cog-| The Rev. Howard Kempson, | been an award, and it took | of the rents to school pur-|that the school 'D-ug¥t to ||
{8 Ll t.o%l;al 0 is said Majesty | Vicar of Tlkley, thought there | Place somewhere about the fl|poses and one-third to theibenefit to the extent o bwo- |
in of nis manor of Walkefield | were boards in the belfry. year 1850, The Bewerley Est- | |vicar, and they would Dbe|thirds of those fands, and the |

Reginal Heber bequeathed £100 | to know when that happened. =
bR o S Sronertin | oF (e bencts o Gt achool-| The neprent e s 1o, |8
f | master an or the in- s ) ugh
EES]?E&? Eg?? aﬁ?&m@ﬁ"ﬁi crease of the emoluments of | would be the time the National | =
eventually sold them off, the Vicar of Tlkley. To that {School was built, :

My, George Wallace who con- £200, £56 ‘{afhfi‘{:ﬂt hl.jy v‘iﬁ%ug INVESTIGATION
"-n{-i};’” irgaicy futo Egﬁ'ﬁg&%ou Ilfist—,er %a ave | The Commissioner said that

2%. and a number of others|for some years befors thati

who gave £37 10s 6d, malking | there had been great dizsatis-

CONFUSION pasture land was let in leases

: and those leases in affer|
‘“As a matter of fact, there|y ) de ;
oo S el o ey e il S
some of the charities were ZREAIEAIE.
) gi;'leﬂl fﬂrlg:he bangggt of the “BRACKEN" .
cHooo alone, o 'S WwWere
|given for the school on the thm° Wﬂﬁa‘ndhﬁ- a8z Hesrd
a.saumpticnt thﬁat t:hthe cﬁl%ﬁ was one of tﬁgﬂhgﬂ'sea% -
. : ; action with the school and int was going to be the schoo Al S D . B
[ peaple with kenowledge of |4t 08 e eakage saig | 1664 the ratepayers presented|| master, and others wera given|UTEISIEICn WAS THAT fwo-third
|Tiklsv publlc stents; €10 208 | to'ne mven ansumeniation o o memorial seavingfof Snfiparily’ for, the echoal” andigoofoReSeRIet o 1o
iﬁsﬁ_eadGflo.aﬁ_inﬁhama?rngli_h .| Marshall's and Hebers gifts. | s SEE00, ent down. Hel {not at all surprising thag|Jicar, because it 'was on a
e L th%} S iAn‘.;veggayd {Sttgaetlggar?ggs on & | visited Ilikley and reported on | thore was a certain amount gjb%ggentan%otgﬁgt iz-;zl_tﬁ];g .
Cnurel Room, the Grove, on | 4 et Beverley, 4 houseand | tho state of the charities, ol contusion in dealing with|SCR*flc other. They got
GRAMMAR scmoor, |2 acres ot lsnd ' sgods | which tepoe i il 2 SRS ina e R e’ POt v fniede oy e Fateley
Wallace thought the|oconveyed to R, Whitbon and [Was juston itslast logs at thatSidoubted whether - the one-{ i8R0, TR 250e, ae, WCET ASC ¢
. e at ne 'in|ihe trustees then being the|date. A scheme was formed for{ithird due io the viear ought|T9¢ FOUCHCH SHab DReause 16§
Toiss was the. chool foun. | churchwardens, the necessary | the Grammar School and after| ko be deducted from the pur-|" I0Selfs SRNON L5 Ey o0
i d‘* Wn?xgmha.ll and Heber' | expenses were paid and they |certain alterations were ap-| v.ha.se money of certain con-f .o et et
1 SR T am afraid I cannot dis-|applied the rent and produce | broved in 1872 but the school gjjols or not. One-third of thel. e the church-wardens got
e ':]I::lh tween the school, | to the joint use of the Vicar of | seems not to have on under [(ipurchase nioney has been} ssession of 12 acres of lagﬂd
&5 several other charivies|Ilkley and schoolmaster in|that scheme I suppose there |fuet eside an o kind of siuking frot™yas really for the benent
i ' a - 3 ol Y X - £ : J y s *, i it 3
hwecat’%g%‘téhe&aﬂIrl_isbyt:h%&w%a;tq glrc?n?aoé:.t }‘ﬁﬁeﬁu@%ﬁﬁé‘?& mﬁ?owlgl;:lmgton obgerved {r?ggf'esgif 'E'-ti?:i‘:gﬁﬁgg ca.ftef th; ‘.th?t}? ; 'gggiaon!: Amd ﬂﬁ&t‘:f@éﬁ
Higgrs Gh&rﬁgdwgéchm%ﬁ _%ag%-mma gratia'.enJosepﬁ thaf, the scheme did not ga on || wards in some way or anoths doﬁ?f"mv%%%-'mz? have '
Diivposas a.%ﬁpfbr 4 zood many | Watkinson gave in 1660 a dole | Lill 1883 and Dr. Scott eald the | for church purposes, and t it for educational’ purpe
Years these poor” charities, | of 30s anmually to the boor of Dlang oF tite- Goher, ‘WX, Heme {his Deen. Investod in the|, There was furener didous: |
and the Tlkley poor's money | the parish, and in 1615 the| BFCe C 70 5 " rinarson [l names of the oficial trustees!Sio ,ihis polnt and Mr, |
Rave be %Puig?efi%ﬁ? D ed was exneaded it 2| Bointed out that the National (I of charitable funds on behaie/Wilde thought it all "sug |
s ey thab it is | close called “Raworoft” under ch.h ‘wt.lhEl h‘%d e A g{leuéghf,%?ﬁgu;ﬁ%%ﬁ‘ §%’ b their vica & |
' er diffcult to distinguish |the present title of *‘The|irom tne Jurat. ; UM WL DLE BEA S8 I kot pet any fit
&%ﬁ_tﬁa A nEUIan | e e R. M. Green fcome is Deing paid over toll ny ber il
i

o the ftrustees of the’ school. - ped]
think the best. \Eg todowould | WHITTONS CLOSE i \When they sold the Pateley| ot 'pay |

run through the sk In 1670 Richard Whitton : an equitahle |
' gikghalgfa t& --:fil;t?algtiotl. If co:clnlvayad certain lands or g ﬁ RN i&ggﬁ?ﬁg‘gsﬁﬂgnwg -%;hgg_le i
|| the_Vicar will tell me what g}dhﬁ{? Et;: tlfa'alga ‘go%hek%%ﬁ | Es?lll_]n y_bgmﬂ?&&ugenmﬁig: sider whether the vicar re-|
e e e Robi charities | whether 1t was land or moxey. | this is sccumulating to belSSiGh oy Ti o TOneY A i

Bﬂd%gi estates they paid over ?1 hecause the |
one- -

S ; i setbled on it.
| . Richard Whitton —was al bransferred in the same way.’ ; _
Bigansh 8 descendant of Joseph Watkin- | QUESTIONS said interest oo £3.000 was
NOT SUFFICIENT son and he gave 3 close known : -

| The Commissioner referred|as Whitton's close and he
to Lhe gift £100 in s.boug.' 1808 or | gave it in accordance with the §
1809 to maintain a srammar | instructions which Joseph
School ab Hkley and said his | Watkinson’s son, I think, had
| dates must be wrong because | left; Joseph Watkinson being
|in 1607 thers was a second |the real benefactor. I believe
| award for the benefit of the|there was another Watkinson,

The Commissioner asked if/paid and he tho _ﬁ.hﬂ ot
this was what they st:g.lleﬂ the whole of the %ﬁl‘d of Ehe
||their “sinking fund’’ and Mr. Pateley Bridge estate.

\|Darlington said it was. COWFPASTURE ROAD

|| Where did they get their . ;
Gividends from,  asked ' thel o1, OOOEIIoionen: Tn 1981
- ' urchased from the Sedbergh |
ool govermors five acres|
|jof Cowpasture Road for the ||
\purpose of building a new|
ischool, which school is almost |
complefed. e purchase
money for that site was £2,420
hich was paid l_’Eal.rt‘.l:a' out
moneys which the trustees.
12d in hand at the Bradford|
Jld Bank and amounting to

 GREAT DISSATISFACTION 0

i

5 I“
L e
T;\ L.

LAl

: ates were sold in 1873 or 1874 | |doing what was practically|vicar, or church in general| paor. Tk
byﬁﬁtﬂng miantgewiggrd 3;: BEVERLEY FARM but before that the school | la falr thing under the cir-{to the extent of one-third. | fwa ref
tTon Sf"ﬂﬂ, description “‘Sed-| The Commissioner: In 1696 | had ceased to exist, and I want || jcumstances. Mr., J. Wilde said Cow-| geliool,

Vicar
the Rev
wj:_l%;%si We
DI {
' oles, a
it was

scholar
't W




£1,3%0 and the balance o |

£1.100 waa obtained by seiling
cut. consols bei:mgu_:g to the

ity. Th
ment of |
was an endowed scheme by|
the Bndowed Sehool  Cor

a semndauﬁy baﬂhgol ﬁl; £
e tau o’
ooy W % || duce thereof, with the appro-

ch |
fmm the ages of eight to 17,
and allows of hoarders Deing i
taken.

#In 1888 Whitton Croft was|

beg.t%n to be sold, being taken|
up i 7
19%1 v the middle of 1891f
the whole of Whitton Croft|
had been sold, and left noth-§

ol ne house, “The|
g behile ‘| eonld help them in any way.

Bracken'” and the site of th

| school as the sole estate off

the arity. The funds of|
tha schoal consiqt uf over

par k
Charity Commissioners was|
ven to erect this schoollf
: Har-|
AV BE schoals were||
estimated to cost £6,900. Then|
as to the old doles for thell

om designs of Mr.
: The

poor, The whole of the chari-
igs referred bto go Go bh
achool

THE POOR
Vicar of

what was the amount of the
? rivilege offered to the poor
i for t.ha excliange of thess|
doles, and Mr.

: would
there were 100 hoys

Gommissioner' As to the |

Bum, £114

| ambe,nca and as far back as '

} M.
3 an%ommisaioner :

said %u-nm knew Wha.t- had

Mr. 3 e
there at the beginning of

‘the mntury u
VICAR, WARDENS

Commigsioner:
wvicar and the churchwardens
who were also the trustees
nf t'hﬁ ggwpaahum

arcels in 1889, 1890 and| ;

Rl th?.f‘{f”

8t. Margaret's,|
the Rev. Irton SBmith, asked|

.empson said|; :
it was one in ten. Ten free|
sholar be taught iff

~ |as almoner
|| wera not thankful.

In 1861 the

| ikLEY
| CHARITIES
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SCARCELY ANY ABJECT POVERTY IN
ILKLEY AND POOR DID NOT WANT
- VICAR TELLS COMMISSIONER

There was scarcely any abject poverty in [lkley and with small amounts
totalling a considerable sum from collections for the purpose, " the poor did not

|| want, said the Vicar of Ilkley, the Rev. Howard Kempson, when he was mvited

to comment on the position at an investigation into Ilkley’s Charities towards the

end of the last century.

The _Commissioner Mr,
George Wallace, had turned to
a. dole left by John Cunliffe of
Addingham. In 1812, he said,
tha% had £65 11s Bid invested
in the Skipton and Otley Road

urnpike It was left to the
V car and the chur chwardens
for the time being upon trust
to pay the interest and pro-

bation of his son Ellis Cunlifie

|| Lister and his heirs, to such
|| poor families who had no

received parochial relief, but
who should be congidered most

proper objects. That amount | fro

was represented by £60 95 10d
three per -cent consols. He
asked the Rev. Kempson if he

Mr. Kempson said he had
distributed small amounts
per annum to the poor, and a
congiderable sum was devoted

to that purpose from the
' | church collections '“therefore

| the poor did not want.' There

waﬁ sea.roal:.r any abject pov-
E.l n Iikley and it appeared | Th
to m to be a wise thing to
devote that money to the
helping of convalescent homes
To that special purpose he
gave away about 12s. 6d. in
tio poor people.
dole had never been
distributed on one particu-
| lar day in his time, There was
|a deaf and dumb man who
| received 10s annually, and a
Eoor woman who received 2s
d. He should say on avarage
four or five peoﬁle Were sen
to convaleswnt OImes du.rimi
. and they wers al

viously mentioned he received His im

£2 17s 4d interest and from
Cunliffie's charity £1 11s 4d.
|| He had assisted five peogle
|| 8ince January. They generally
‘went to Bouthpor bub ane
vag then al thy and

another at Rh.yl. He started

that gyetemi in 1887, and it

wap & sypbem that seemed |

| to commend itself Lo mosb|g
people.
- “DECIDED EVIL.
Ifis opinion was that doles
were a decided evil. He had

| had to do with ther in another

g.msh and it was not only a
eruendous burden to him but
‘| a source of the greatest dis-
|| satisfaction, not only to him
but the people

Humphris: You don’t
mean to say that bhe doles at
llkley as a resent distribu-
teg T8 anm ev:

ﬂmmlﬁamner These are

| not called doles.

Mr. Tbherson. As a gnardian
think they are a great boon.
Replying to further ques-

| tions, the Vicar said he had

| never made the least distine-

| tion or religious preference.
»

enquﬁies at the bank and,

People very rarely came to
apply. He heard through the

| doctors and then they had a

Scripture reader who fold
| them. 'I‘hs Overgeer gave ﬁhe.m
ne a fie

ba.r nnd

we ocould mot get to know -
when this monpey was placed) -
! rigma.lly ffe

each come in for benefit if
necessary. He made no dis-
Elnction betwecn parish and
o0Wn,

WELLS HOUSE PAYMENT | 2

The commissioner asked if
there were any other Ilkley
charities and Mr. Ibberson
gaid there used to be a
payment of seven guineas
from Wells House and he
wanted to know where that

i mcney waa going to now.
Mr. id

de said when Wells
Huuae was built they took
m the common a portion
of land, and the SBelect Vestry,
which loocked w closely
after any encroachment of
the moor made them pay
seven guineas, It would be
in 1855 or 1856 and they paid
the amount to the overseers.
Mr. Ibberson belisved it was
so until Ilkley joined the
Wharfedale Union, then they
thought il was no use pay
it to the Wharfedale Union,
didn't know it could be
(,ra ited to the Ilkley account
and it had never been paid
since. The only report was it
was being paid into the bank,

The Commissioner asked
who made them pay this, and
Mr. Wilde said it was the
Select Vestry who were the
fownship authorfiy at - Lhe
time, This went ¢ a for years
year by year il was acknow-
lecl ad.

e Commigsioner could not
see what they had to do with
the commons, and Mr. Wilde
thoughtf they should get hold
of the Overseers book because
it would show the payments.
pregsion was that if
the oyerseers took the matter
up they could compel the

descendants of the man who |0

raall? ﬁot the book Lo find il
ev, I, Smith (81, Mar-

aa-et's) felt it would not|®B
o nd on the book. He took

would not deny {he “whole

ory.
Mr, Wilde: They say
to ug the people entifled to
receive if, and they WLll pay it.
Commissioner: 1 Uppose
the Select Vesl.ry ma,da the
people pay it Lo them.
Mr. Wilde: It was paid to the
Overzears and passed through
the Qversears Accounts.

. IN EXISTENCE?

Commissioner: And this
book is in existence?

My, T, Pate (Assistant
Overseer); I have no bogks
E‘ m% further back than 1863,

ook referred is the the
Overseers minute and account
book previous to that datfe.

The Commissioner: You say
thigz book has disappeared
somehow. Who was the over-
seer before 18637

Mr. Pate said there was a
Mr. Gill had it and Mr, Wilde
said Charles Gill had it in his
possession. He was dead.

. Pate had never geen the
bo:o_k bat Mr. Wilde gaid he
= | had when he was Overseer for

a.t. the Wells House paopls

prove |4

 the overseers ,for
lamong the poor,

two or three years.

Mr. Wild was asked if he|

was one of the Belect Com-

:rn1 ttee who made Wells House
the seven Guineas,

e said he was a member of

the Select Committes in 1856.

ey would have had no end|

of trouble on the moer
had they not insisted on tha
payment, he said, In re:wr

the Commmamner, ilde

said the moor was owned by
the Lord of the Mamnor, Mr.
Middleton, who did not join
them in their action. He could
not say what happened to the
50il. Tn the meantime the land

was brought from Mr. Middle-

ton,
ENCROACHMENT
The Commissionei;

croached some acres upon 4
common, and that Mr. Middi

)
ton, the Lord of the Manor,
- | was the owper of the soll and
that you, on behalf of the,
wmmonara—the persons hay-|

ing the common rights—told

the Wells House Company

that they must pay you an
annuity for %lv:ng up the
rights of: that part of the|
common, and they agreed to
pay seven guineas a year, and
paid it for a, number of years—
Mr., Wilde: Ten, at leagt to
m; lenowledge
ommiissioner: —and then
Lhey have purchazed the free-
hold from the Lord of the
Manor, but have mot bought
up the common right, and I

upnose the commoners can

Et-l 1 sue for-the loss of their]
Have they ever been
is toney?
Letters have
out i, It-is a
o, T el s
1 e Belee BRI
thn Ovemers, or thia Lac.s?l

c.‘ommiaamnaf Tl;ez.- ae not,
refuse to pay but’ thew say
they must knmw eme iy to
Fgmm Thin
re 18 §ome

they don’t distrxbute
cause they might ha
to pay-in & iumE

money came into dhe hands of

was ra:,ei red ‘by- th
seers, [ think for bhe relief of
the poor. This difficulty arose

0 pay 1t‘?—I aiia\?e tu

The,
 story really is that they en-

13s 64 which sum was now in
the Ilkley Branch of the
Craven Bapk but

deposited in the Gr n
and the interest was mnow
drawn by the Overseers of |
Middleton—John Alderson oI
Low Hall and James Pedley
of Ling Park; and Eﬂmﬂ
Moore churchwarden, Ha(Mr. |
Humphris) was told that the |
money was distributed to the |
ocor of Middleton by John |
ldarsun but he did not know |

Cummws:onar' 'I&xen as_to

Benson’a Charity of Middle-|
There was a certain

fa.mjlv of Hawksworth that
seems to have given a cg| 0

smount 6f troubla in th:m
trict, Thers was £30 s vl |
the bond of O
Hawksworth, left by
Benson., Thid was soing
at the bagmnins -of th

ant’
A,ll iheﬁe

istribution | fha  Havde
The money |
e over-| e

when the Local Board was|yse

established,

M.IDDLETOJN

Dealing with the Mldcuebon
charities, Mr. Humphris, in
the absence of Mr. Alderson,
stated that Willlam Currer
left 845 by his will Lo the
poor of Middleton, The money
was depogited in the Otley
Savings Bank, and removed
in 1885, The net sum of £47 118
was drawn by Matthew Mason
and George Lister (overseers)
and Wdward Moore oh-
warden). All accounts stood
in the names of the
Overseers and the church-
wardens of Middleton. The

5 wasg £45

out on mortgag-a or f:
something of that sort?
Commissioner: It used ta be :
paid out to the poor of Middie-
ton. The son, John Hawks-|
worth, son of Charles Hawks- |
wonbh in 1820 refused to g
because h his fa

: 1AL ds :
were-about to t:a.]m Drocesd-
ings to recover it ;

thanks were exDmsseﬁ
him.,
R. M. GREEN
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FIGHT TO ONE VOTE AGAINST
COUNCIL IN POLL REQUESTED
RY ILKLEY RATEPAYERS

ng the official view that the ratepayers at a
meeting in the Winter Garden late in 1928 had approved the Council’s nten-

| tion to make application for a Bill in Parliament giving powers 1o build a new

| reservoir and to create a municipal golf course, bring about imprevement to the

electricity and gas supplies etc. Cr. Fred Sugden, the only one of the Crs. to
oppose the idea, soon had the 100 signatures of ratepayers required to request
a poll, had paid his cheque and the scene was set for early in 1929. The result £

was an eight to one rejection of the proposal.

In the days before the poll  the views of those days thawis U 7
the battle raged without let|the Council support was the ' Whitfield presided
or hindrance. Letters were | we d an awareness of 4 mﬁ““ﬁ of orgflcm
{aublished in the Gazstbe,|thisin the first month of 1929 2 in the Riddingsj -
safiets were printed and cir- | produced 2 yments which Tecture Hall. He was (@
culated, The intentions of were nardly likely to have any ' of the Town M
soma of the leading partici- bearing on the issus. ~ elaborate), b
with| The principal objection to ; ( ﬁ.u, the Winter
the Bill appeared tio have been : on. and the cleclricity
of the 'ﬁuh. The impression is | aro ed by the proposal to som.  wh competed
gertainly gained on reading | bt d a new reservoir. On this =t srs in bhe town and =
. ' noted and g'igued %ﬁ,o%g,rﬁ: ki “had ““;‘gybf”wf el
uo ! . - had & ) a
; stimated at £30,000 : B opaienble Vaiu® oL g
tage, uresi-|

. Armi s
of the Leeds Froperty -
Assoclation, Spoks for [
: hour, abtau-kljnﬁ
: Biil
HE

No time was lost in challeng

some of the ac 1

in which Tikley found itgelf on
occasions, it would be diffi-
euit to maintain that the

op tion of those days Was
Eara

ustified.
SHAFT IDEA

At the public meeting Mr,
Wil Dobaon had said that
in 1906 Professcr Kendi da
reported about the possibiliby
of sinking a shaft to add to e

, Al en |
y ghall

den said again
gnﬂpn the Bill|Es
unduly rushed, Hel

reply from Mr.[

itchell, Bradford :
_,-.B ngineer who was|
ley resident. Mr. Sug-

d a Mr. Mitchell's| =

tementsmade |

1 or alternatively to constrt:
a bunnel having an ouhlet Lo
Lhe wesh of Hebers Ghyll. The
tunnel would be 1,300 yards [0
long anfd mig%t. serverté!:gr%gli; EReiae the Tie |

0ee of a storage : 2 had
\?ﬁth a2 capeity of half amillion vegard to all the cir- |l they

allons, The pstimated cost ol B nces, would not belito th
E]:mhunnel scheme was £10,000. 11 adviged in pmcaadlnﬁ R erine

sSuch :t a%hama ;?uld ;{‘mm 1 _“f_.ha contemplated | Ehe o

- |ably co wice as much € s
lggg. it ought, and Mr. ugden maintained thal  51%0
Tckergley doubted whether it 5 Council did nobt under- | Mr.
would provide a aonstant and the Bill and he did not | ing
| regular supply of water. ak until they did that il jecluei

TRADERS - p fair for them to pass Bl

When the Tkley Chamber of \ j

iB,n%, 5wt |
thitude, Mr. W. gon, Who 3 |

:ms its president, reviewed - tfe Firth started Lo gg&l

gituation, and was of thel] : titaml?.aefli from the | the

opinion _that not enough ut in re- | gich

&Eua had been given by bthE(fide uffggiq%?\frig wt?ﬁzts%n tt?- |
> Gommi R - L] or

(i - ' of water that was their

principal concern, he declared | Th

ﬁ‘lﬂg his remarks Mr. Iirth | votes

‘ nterrupted by Cr. Bug-| Bill

who said he knew what|meas

Firth had been doing, he|said

eﬁinéuthséboo‘tg Rie el o

e er night (ap-| certe

oirk B nud b knew of twh| peos

| E?l?b

Al

I - n
th which he was Il g
Eﬁlg?n:éarunt andhmﬁb was (088850 To. WL D04 45,
ne of the reasons Wiy R s :
%&b oL e Tor i G qgauige Mottt mounted was
his caused ome of helpagp, oty BNE L Xee | cieg
deemt,naumment-tha_t. H nt‘-gvi hcnvcl\ed in argn-|caus
must be other memberd of thel it 4 r. Sugdenwhosaid | tion
Byl T 8, similar itiang o :?iglh&hold G:: Mott to| him.
and Mr. Dobson rag od thall 715" d said. Cr, Sugden, | Gase
and Mz, Do eak for BUMELG (5in aup of & moloii | hat
e s untain out of a molehill. | bad
Mir. 7. MoBvoy had nob Rhgden In. LeeH ot tholians
the meeting ot m_at night to talk about the | lari
ot from what ‘. ‘and again in the morning | wate
inoe he came fd en Cr. Mott was sbill in his| issue
et hat many 0 vﬂ_ammt% Cr. Molit had little|Cor
had attended i Syrnpa from the audience|inve
o the Couneill aﬁ}:d finally zave way bto Cr.|som
then W Dobeon who paid it was| had
clear that full congideration|the
| had not been given tio the Bill. | Engi
et 11 1600 t]:oég had disoussed | reco
§i _ﬂ.rious emes for 3ix|worl
months, He had received a The
opy of the Bill at 8.30 on & mesel
Sunday morning and was eX- 4600
pected to vote on it the follow. men
ing Wednesday. Until he had stafl
'the informsation hs nesded hs col
wag going to vots willy- T
nilly on the request of some- in th
_u_? elss, that
I 10.30 p.m. when Cr. cil's

§. Dunoan mountsd (hs :
i the mosting haq
il g e
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e ik 08-3-1_5 R e R e~ e
to trace the pool which pro? FRIDAY, 7 MAY, 1976 i
&ded the supply gfqﬁ&b:r for &
e upper mill an easy
& the basin in which t ' '
ppesrinddleel)  WAS OPPORTUNITY MISSED OF
e K
r
lower mill was held at the PROV[D'ING UN:IQUE FEATURE
ﬂtc;lp of the ghyll and across
| what is now Wells Promenade. :
| TR Lower maill aib stand. o IN ILKLEY VILLAGE CENTRE?
};ha %ast; bank and across what
] r?)ugl?lc}a ustt%lc? thaP ;onllcenfa e i
B £ ] ELyg She weet ¢ tho Just over a century and a score years ago, did the people who took
Q| Liows stands, Thero s little i underground the streams which had flowed open to the skies for hundreds of
' its site. but reserds of (he|vears miss the rare opportunity of providing for Ilkley an attraction which

fime when the Middelton’ - ‘ :
wore bapimioae Middslton s | nossibly would have been unigue in the country? Had there been support for the

{ands give an accurate Indica- | people who opposed the idea, people who partially removed the newly installed

ariiste 8re now Io treks to| covering. Ilkley might have possessed, given a sensible approach to the task, a
the Canﬁ%'eggléaprﬁe a.]gd;gf stream direct from the moor flowing through the village centre to the river. A
Gh.& g‘ a . . " .
| top of Heners ahoi 52 ihe | promenade with seats and bedecked with flowers and plants, wide highways on

| D e tyery L plenty drink | either side and the stream dispaying its seasonal moods in association with those

DP PO =
‘B, Whitfisld presidﬁ,d\-. . i : 4 : i
;ﬁ&meetigﬁ of_oppos. | {fhfgggrglu‘;ﬁtﬁﬁg;%gtgg of the moor, the woods and the riverside surely would have proyided a feature
| pald In Hal. He yas B §. “cppiation and thete ate, unmatched anywhere else in the country. T S
720 tha Town Hall B . world, E———  pga ) lage being
Qg?a‘aaﬂf elaborate), the ‘. ,‘,ggzgl;g&z"f ¥ U0 8ay Lhal they | an o1d guide book publighe(PSCE Was seven or el ht feet | requented in the ~summer
ng's L the Winter R OV g - ac® poid [by C. Denton from the ofce below the road. (The Station | eason onaccount of ibs spring ||
Garden and the electricity B oy L b Aows off tj?g as that of the Tlkley Free Pregs give(Botel, well-known as a coach- | [ssulng from the side of the 1
Showroom, wihich compeled "'-':'lgrounda b Roc ', ael’ Thering |1gsq a5 the date when th‘m%ﬂpmnt, was owned by ths| mountain near to the town. |
S ith traders in the towm and b0 mbalds Moor, (Giveor” wan filled in. It desD0bsons, and stood immediat-| Whether there are any virtues
which cost nearly £5,000 and If j oribes the action as an un®ly below what is now Bar-| n the water, more than its |
| oniy had s rateable value of FRtJ  popular move, and says ‘‘con.Clays Bank and at the site bus | ipurity, and the tenuity of its
£100 R |siderable opposition wa.sbop for Keig and Skip-|component parts for internal |-
| Mr. J. H. Armitage, preai- s | offered by some of the inhabi ton. It was pulle dow:a when | use, by which it may sooxner |
dent' of the Leeds Property (= " |fants to the closing of th the railway was exten to | pase t uttermost meanders |
Association, 8 Okgiigg i | old watercourss, a portion o S¥ipton.—R.M.G.). Of clﬂcula.tion. M{:dcal‘;gmh ;
r, Aattat T ‘bei 1 ves & consequen ek |
o ¥ mntg;sgfd_&gmg actusll SEASONAL APPEALS {n the use Of bathing, is 2
e

a faw zealo 5 L 3 i
isans of the old style whe; The aigasfof the stream for| Doint which the inquisitive
o

| it had been closed in and mac one the way down | Ust determine. - !
| adamised for about a twelv ware steep grass banks made ome 50 ~years later, |/
| month; and even after thicolourful in the spring and || Thomas Shaw, of Ot;leyf was ||
|long lapse of years it remain summer by the masses of wild evidently well aware of this ||
a guesbion as to whether thiflowers, In the winter there we- || 0COUTt When he wrote *His-
wisest course was adopted, re ocoasions when the stream (| tOry of Wharfedale, opines
“A 8 of pute wate poured in a torrent from the || Collyer, and had ‘done a |
running down the broad mairmoor, flooding out of the || Pib Of copying from it. Shaw |
|| street, with its banks carefull; places whers its banks wers || made the —point that for[i5
|| kept and with a little ai(much shallower in the village || (8crofulous cases, 103% con-
| from the landscape zardeneicentrs. The Brook Street || 3nement in populous towns, |5
| wonld have forme ao%mn‘rdngstrea.m was & merger of two of || effects arising from late hours,
|| object_of atitraction to visithe principal moor streams the abuse of liguors, ete., ig.ia
tors, Spaoce might have beerwhich came together, as of || cortainly excellent. 1t has
|| arransed for a carriage drivicourss they still do near the || acduired a reputation and has
|| on each side of the stream, an(bottom gate to the Wells [|10ng been established.
| ornamental ' footbridges’ " Honse carriageway. Thoy oro- || welloTSln S pere bullt by Jr.
ntervalg would have kept ujvided up to the last century fi 7,00, Lﬁddpltogl “abougla. o

|| communicetion between oppo sufficient power for two corn
ol site si ‘ k) sa [ cent "W would
| site sides of the ‘bvalevara’. {nms. but more about these ziveg'rg&tgg:?:l 05 Tast A
of the 18th century, He says

ater.
UNIK
QUE? Robert Colly oke of SEa maber ¥ 1y gath- ||
|

ks Co
&e&er:t{{h gr. T. 3 Firtﬁ %
Chairman of Ilkl.eg Counc . (i
{n which Cr. Sugden joine
Mr

Armitage said one clause
gave bhe Council power to
buy any land in Tikley th;;y
1iked and befors they had de- 3
cided what they wanted to do
with it “If you EIV® your !

to you an !
Wsnt a mf_.ﬂula_r e i

p lot you say (o
fopd, s then et 101 %57

[

Cr. Fred Sugden said again
that in his opinion the Billl
had been unduly rushed. Hef
guotied a reply from ert

er & ¢
_ “the town beck ha.hblip doawn |
Now here was an idea whiclfrom the hills through Mill|
woyld have provided IlklejGhyll in the sunny summer |
poesibly  wi somethinfweather and with a roar in the |
_ ue to add to ite moor winter; open to the day, and,
|| riverside and woods. From thicrossing under the Otley
‘| top of Mill Gill in its natura Road, leaping into the ancient |
surroundings the streanfoss.”” When he opened the
. |could haye passed between :musuem in the former
| promenade bottom o Wesle%:n Chapel on Skipton
Mitchell did not accept Mr || Brook Straef &% the change: Road said 1t was the *‘old
Duncan's views, and com-{ ' | been phnna?l to q:'.:l.,é‘cdphh‘wgkle A i bggOk o ted by Coll stating i
: -t " down, i :
‘mented, T state in my What most of the speakers [, stream as &a.rt of them rig 11:}1% wi‘fd b%ggsrslotmo gfa?iﬁ?’c?ﬁ kgeuécinect %f ptligers%ng i % 3
&

T.eowis Mitehell, Bradford
Waterworks Engineer who waa
pn Ilkley resident. Mr. Sug
den had drawn Mr. Mitchell’
attention tostatements made [
by Mr. Duncan at the previous =
‘meeting in respect of a water s
sup to Tikley from the >

Bradford undertaking. Mr. | --:'—‘..;_-?-'-""'-

present well wag erected. Few ||
would think of leaving Ilkley
| without a copious draught of
the ice~cold water, he thought.

THE WELLS
A guide book of 1829 is

opinion the Ilkley Councll, lhad not maid at the mesting, ||| do to river. Moder: ; - : : ;
: A . . 1671 168 marzin gl i
having regard to all the cir-| they included in long letiers ||| developments no doubt conlé Not oilya&o?t%%eeas{ft?egid ﬂ%fﬁﬁ%?“ﬁ’ggsﬁmm°%ﬁ
ing rooms; the bath, of oblong |
form, is nncovered; the water | =
is turned off after used ||
by two persons; there is also
a shower bath. At the end of ||
| the old bath is a sitting room

cumstances, would noft Dbel tio the Gazsfte. They wers not || hav i
well advieed in proceeding | going to miss any chances of I!_-',y p%e;ax?ga nmmdntts? mﬁé%&? ?’Io?' ‘%Giggiargg;%gga%rnlgf
with "ﬂ:la contemplated | the slectors being i1l-informed | | opportunity was there at themiddens which remained on
mgrma- . Snnteadanay§ o A eve of Ol Thesd was | | time they were pulling Ilkley cither side down to the cholera.
i GBI el s aleo 8 Lgvas font the Clon f apast, 4nc, Mymlanning, Jfyour of 185 hon Suon Fou
; ander- § My, I, 8. Eckersley, accepi-{l| centre to providesome gofto i

gﬁ-nd thsm]?ﬂghand d.]:llg %Ld ,éwlt |ing rezponsibility for the in-||| even greater attraction %ﬁan ue?v st?;%%guﬂ]ln%mh:vdmyorl fg-]ér;‘i with stable under it for asses. ||
woglkn;l ‘g;lfa,ir fcﬁ‘ybhem mapws '%lﬁéfﬁﬂervﬁf tﬁg?:n am%%tﬂcfﬁi i gg ﬂot;ammsi é;::sl?awliuh does for%;]?ndon to tl-te great ‘fISgust of ||| W. Butterfield and his ha. i
| : i o the e ancie holders, . v o d i

it ! e-lE_lE:-tora.l ligt when it ehould B Mr. John Dobson, mentor of could not Eaa fcrl t?ngs li!t“;‘r ](13? } %.lt;?d tglrg babhhligi%’fr :I?out tgg

PRIVATE MEETING | 1nt have been, but it was absd- || Robert Collyer, has left wusthem whab sneh thimme == -t o
i | lutely untrue to say he had ||| with a graphic description of %’m.mb&thsmrenbed o
Or. T. E. Firth started (o GoD8 it delibarately. He acoep- |l the picturesque appearance of i do with the cholera.” . Middelton ., by Mr.
i ke mivetiog 1 s s ‘ted the responsibility though || the stream asitflowed through | .. Once under the Otley road Joseph Beanland. Thers is a
body "or the \peting from the lthe name had been included §| the centre of the village; [ the stream continued down to chalybeats spring in the cleft
0f the hall but in re-{without s knowledge. || Robert Collyer and others| the river through the steep West of Oastle Hill beneficial

the platform. 1t was the short- | 2 || have added to it. | ravine, the two features infor weak eyes. Hvery horse:
agn of water ihat was their HBAVL DRERAT | "A” carriage bridge crossed | the olden days having helped keeper can, drimk, E3e watel|)
neipal conearn, he declared | The poll resulted in 1,977 :I 158 guecaw. st G uppel;lﬁ 1Fae Tor e Roman Torts "o° Expeo 3 Te per woelk or

| prineipel . : ] ! line fo 3 expected o r
Blaing is romarks Mr. Firth | votts telns ‘Gash against tne o, 4° mpin thoroughiere, f line for the Roman fort.  {SB3%0r cug’ ooks, e &4 four |

==

was interrupted by Cr, Sug-|Bill and 257 in favour of it. Tt | ONE SPRING weeks
den who said he kEnew what|meant that the Bill was dead, painsi and sietohes with j h i =k
Cr, Firth had been doing, lie]gaid the Council Chairman, |8 t'hlh:: ?m n:&%;ﬁ“g’;"?hg"a&’:ht_ it was the water, and Oneiwagnp? gdl Bf?g::tm. “v?ei"ﬂ'fﬁ'g |

cold spri i :

From bridge the stream || which provided. IL ley Cwitn 2 fountain halfway %‘ciwn the
1its raputaﬂen and was th3|m00r. dosﬁmm%lﬂtﬂﬁ.ﬁ

principal reason for it grawth bndgaswhmh erosges the Willie
8 & spa, the baths ab White {iicon” Rihite” Wells and the
ells creating a focal point. It goone reservoir. The cost was |

rushed down in one i
torrent at the outlet bgln:d met by Mr. B, W, trawioy and

gﬁagl a.llthaéboa%ﬁe his. ﬁt \(rat.a cr.tT. lH.lFirth. “The result
ating r nig p-| certainly leaves us in rathera |
&nuﬂe} and he knew of two| peculiar position,” said Cr.| was opa% : wﬂl tt:cﬁ‘i:,he't I?wgﬁr

unocillors who were not in-| Firth, B oar ;1 :Ign g]:;m% Wag

vited to it. : At the February meeting il [
s Mott mounted | was agreed that Mr, Sugdgn‘s}‘. w&mggghﬁﬁ&%ﬁgi

orm and  was | cheque for £60 sent when he
rom involved in argu-lo B " | way was gpened. Somewhere :
el (el G ] e et S A ol et S s BRI R i
WO old Cr. Mo 0| him. [n the gamse igsue of the [ 1a¢ d 1 : - to reach, removing the final|
what ha had said. Or. Sugden, | Gazetbe it was reported that || Looer become Worfolk’s, |stood nearer the spring head gieepclimb to the Wells, White
4 = . 2 that & chemists, and for many years | land were free to all comers, Sooro 3 > :

Sltad et el (5 Mhie s T 1 | R et ot 0 3l G Bt s e e

E en gen o Bee|sidering a report irrezu- | = ; ' ¢ king
him attrzﬁght.' to falk about the Taritios in connection with the | Whoss ianer onda rosted or & R R R Ristory: they were at more
LT R ST | ML RO AT [ Fough pion i omtes f o materaullapuioout, b1 bl oot “Shodecbert ris

. Or. Mo a e it ; ' A ) was )

Es«;’ljnpnbg [E‘om the audience F;Ji?;?;ilg;?t?onh%g beoarr'il;sg a;ﬁ [ tion 95 the sides, i old | heard just to the west of where Ifgg%d \ghan t.hf-e waber m&
j i anslly gave way to Or.\gome falsification ol charts | g%ouﬁy‘%%grgﬁﬁ%nnggﬁ@gg tho Stepe Remin (vpioh take not so long ago carried ont
| W, Dobson who said it was|had been carried oub without | : ; : ; work in the vicinity of the|l
| Clear that full consideration|the knmowledge of the Water [ Froyent tham from falling of. | Hudoon's track. John Reeves |atone reservotr, changing the
!l had not been given to the Bill. | Engineer. Accordingly it was ?I]L_l on one occasion a man | of Idlklay Jnows the place well landscape and ‘indeed remov-|
B 15 15 "they had disoussed |recommended that the Water- || foor s, a8 crowned. Fur | 0 Gie walks the mant ta hp |ing the ancient i
- . | ther down there were stepping | 43 he walks the moor in his| D€ the ancient eharm of the B8
¥ i f :

virioue 'schemes tor six worl Poreman bs dsmisscd, | stChes™Rd " amotter - Toot | Savedties s daviskes to ook | st mmediaely sumound- |

N copy of the Bill at 8.80 on » meeting which had set outf bridge, similar to the otherand to listen, and to ponder; '
Sunday morning and was ex- accounts of meetings with || ?ge,oopposite the point where %Ind to look down to White CORN MILLS _
pected to yote on it the follow- members of the Waterwols &rmsc&t Sl . ells across the way thls| whers appears to be ne
inz Wednesday, Until he had staff, occupied over four [|smgma) bson _ continued, | stream of pure water took be- | repord indicating the vear
the information he needed he colums of the Gazette, |\"There wes a footpath of |fore it was gathered for the|ynen the two corn mills which
was not going to vote willy- The news caused concern | alar Wéﬂat% and character E{,’“ﬁt of the countless visi- | »jye the ghyll its name came
nilly on fhe requsst of some- in the town. It was considered || gl i e of the beck, |toré who had heard of itsfinto being. It is known th
one else. that opposition to the Coun- [ vio CAITIASOWAY bOLNE On Uhe | POWELS, were still in existence in 1687
1% 3¥ag 1030 p.m. when Cr. cil's Bill proposals had been [N Piaces 8o - marrow. that two OLD OPINIONS but within a year or two they
SR e oot e il BT AT | oottt e 17 (B84, 55 TheY o Horked
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| nearby induostria.
| then to the whole country.

| Bheaf was the property
| William Sub

ILKLEY’S LAST YEARS AS SMALL
VILLAGE IN FIRST HALF OF THE
73 M e NINETEENTH CENTURY
The last authoritative account of Ilkley as a village of thatched coltages
clustered on either side of an open moorland stream as it had been for centuries

is contained in a survey carried out in 1838. The first hint of the changes which
were about to begin appears in a tithe commutation plan of a few years later,

and a further survey in the early 1850’s brings evidence of

opment.

Picture shows how the Old Star Inn blocked Church Str
of its demolition in July, 1905, Seen on the left of the picture 1s the
Hotel which was demolished in the early 1360's,

The establishment of the
Iikley Bath Charity and the
building of a new hospital
to the south of the Grove to

provide accommodation forj

itg patients early in the last
century, the start of the Ben
Rhydding Hydropathic Hstab-
lishment in 1843 and its open-
ing in 1846 brought an aware-
| mess of what
offer first to the T»eople in the
centres and

The coming of the railway.
' the sales of the Middleton
eshates, gave impetus to the
transformation from an
tidy and scmewhat filthy
lace set picturesjualy 1in
ts woodland, moorland and
riverside environment, if
somewhat lacking 1n e
les of hygien,

whic]

TS

ods. People wers to come

aventually in their thousands i
by-ggwi_al trains and by road ||
in

; e wagonnebes, privately
owned horse drawn vehicles,

" by bicycle and on footb.

The area af the bottom of
the village street was Lo ve-
main unchanged for more
| than another half century.

The houses

of Rrook Street, and which

latar were the K become the|

Wharfedsale Inn and the Star,

were slightly in front of thef
“]ﬁnk"

| Wheat, Sheaf causing &

in the trafic as it entered

| Church Sbreet and emerged
| from it. Alongside the Wheat

1 — a.

| a house and stables occpuied
by Bryan Rigg. Immediately
behind these buildings were
houses owned by William
Middleton and occupied by
Thomss Brown, the widow
Harper and William Rich-
mond. Slightly to the east
Wdward and William Hudson
had a stable, behind them
John Bartle occupied a house.
On the east side of them the
Brook Street stream passed
under the Otley Roa and
down bebtween a ravine to
the river. It was this stream
that so many hundreds of
¥eam aﬁ? provided the Roman
ort with its east side defence.
Older inbabitants who live
comparatively recently re-
membered the steep hillside
covered with  blackberry
bushes and collecting fruib

in the late:auntumn. Up toj|

| & few years ago, elderly people

| used to refer to the short cub

ey had to|l

un-

to an |l
sga. ; altravted |

uring the ‘“‘season’
and for much longer |

| and stables |
which straddied the beobtom |

of |
. : Sut] house |
‘l oceupied by John Hudson and |

1all
‘board with a list of the chari-

The Wheat Sheaf, owned by
William Middelton, was
occupied by Thomas Barnes
and included stables and

avden, and obher premises.

,ome two and g half cenburies
beforse Hegingl Hebsr, the
barvigper who had much to

| do with the early years and

provided a legacy for the
grammar school on Skipton
Road had an-office in one of
the rooms in premises here.
Apparently it was too far to
expech people to call at his
home at Hollin Hall farm.
This %:gup of buildings round
the eat Bheaf remained
with some oceasional altera-
tions to their structure and
in their occupants until then
were all swepl away at the
start of the century with the
introduction of the New Brook
Btreet scheme,

Alongside them the Parish
COhurch was in a somewhat
primitive state.

It was not until the arrival
of the Rev, George Fenton as
curate thalt anything was
done about it. Only a few
vears before this survey was

| taken the floor of the church,

records Dr. Collyer and Mr.
J. H. Turner, in ‘Tikley:
Ancient and Modern, the

aisles were flagged, but the |
rest of the floor was primibive |

mother earth. The ancient
oaken benches were full of
decay and a terror to the sitter
if he was a man of weight,
Parson Fenton had them
taken out and new pews pub
i ¢ o ne whith overcame

i
the F.'..Vi{; ndanrs hv itks sweeth

pungency. He had the dial

of the clock painted and thel

one pointer it could ever
boast gilded. He had the pul-
pits brought down to a fair
uman level for himself. He

|spared the beaubiful Wabkin-

son pew, let us thank him for
that and here and there a hit

|of old work which had it in

an antique grace or the
mcéoyy of a cunning human

The comment goes om, "1
think the old clock itesli was
persuaded - to_ keep: decent
time in Mr. Fenton's days.

and warned agains0 striking ||

when the whim took if, to
the bewilderment of half the
town and all the labourers
who had ne watch, He made

d [l the church hold many more

people, and had the pews seb
apart for each person who
had a claim, and then he had
this set forth on a blg

ties, and placed on the north
wall. The church was wvery

the initial redevel-

, Ilkley, up to the time
old Wheatsheat

Fiortable, oxcept 100 Bleeping.
| He helped to get the frst
organ. Parson Fenton Wwaon
! the love of the whole parish
for his works' sake and the§
| people wonld do anything |
| i; the world for him, except |
lend him money.” :
The church was to be re-
stored and re-opened some
20 years later and re-opened
on 6 May, 1861, the Gazette
being first puplished aboub
| the same time, The total cost

of £1,300 was raised before thejd

end of the re-opening day. |
The Rev. John Snowdon had
been the vicar since August, |
1842 and he achieved much in
hig time. He had much to do
| with the establishment of the
Ilkley Bath Charity Hospital
|and for many years was 1
| secretary., The wall of the
| south aisle, the tower, and
| the pillars of the nave Were
glone leff standing.” The
bells were increased in
number, the national schools
| built all in Mr. Snowdon’s

time. A

Bot this is looking ahead.

Rev. Snowdon left the’
Church Strest vicarage be-
cause it wag in such a ruinous
condition. He rented a house
|in Wellg Road (owned by Miss
| Batty) and a few years after-
| wards ‘‘the mnew Dparsonage
was built on the glebe land
s little higher up, the cost
| peing defrayed by 2 grant
. from the Queens .
Bounty and the Vicar's large
donation. 1t was occupled in
1848. There is a modern prob-
lem indicated by Coliyer’s
note. He had root oub
certain immemorial gquatters
when he began to build the
new parsomage. They went
| far and wide telling of their |

woes at having to leave t'owd

thaek bLut he foond them

b%tjter guarters and paid Lhe
] h 1 s-!!

Twenty fve years before

the church had been des-
| oribed Ly Dr. Whitaker as
“in the worsgt condition of
any in the deanery" and it
was still so when Parson
#enton started the work of
improvement. .
|  Dr, Richardson of Bierley
in 1700 said “llkley is now a
very mean place an dis e%?__ally
dirty and insignificant, chiefly
famous for a cold well.

At Gthe Brook BStreef
Church Street corner and
what is boday the car park

William Middelton and occl
pied by Joseph Beamland.
| Coming up the west gide of
Brook Streeb from the corner
were houses, gardens owned

wa.-s Banks Croft owned
|

by William Middelton and

Thomas Beanlands, Thomas
Hanson and William Fozzard,
Sedbergh School owned the
neighbouring land and
property. Francis Dobson and
James Dobson had a house
and stables here, a cenfre of
the coaching industry, and
William Bolling had Lambert
Croft, a meadow. There was |
then the Common pound al-|
most opposite what is today
Railway Road, and to the west
Thomas Stevenson had Low
Croft, Craven Croft — Gwo|
meadows — a house, garden

and premises, Thomas Barnes
had a stack yard which
stretched from the rear of
the upper part of Brook
Street to Green Lane and a
fair portion of it too. Gardens
and crofts existed to the|
west of this.

On the east side of Brook
Street towards the top about [
where - Woolworths is now |
and the shops immediately
above were a barn, stables
{.-Iard, etc. held by R_ie_.hard
Lister from William Middel-
ton. Moving down were liouses
and gardens. To the east of |
them was a large area known
as Scafe Croft with Fearty
Croft nearby and both in the |
possession of Nicolas Cunlift
who owned moshk of the land
and property on this (Wheat-
ley) side of the stream. Round |
the cormer into what iz now |
the Crescent Totel or its]
dining room Nicolag Cunliff, |
John Tomlinson and Thomas
Kettlewell owned the property
mostly cottages and gardens.
At the other gide of the road
were John Birch's smithy
where Robert Collyer was
apprenticed, the smith's house
and garden; Thomas Steven-
‘son’s carpenters shop which
appavently wag owned by
Jacky Birch as well; a house
and zarden occupled by John
Teal; a barn, fold and yard
tenanted by James Rigg:
(all this property in the owner-
ship of the Lord of the

Manor.
! R. M. GREEN
to be continued




~ ILKLEY MORE PICTURESQUE THAN

WHOLESOME IN ITS VILLAGE DAYS
| Jwme | “a 7L
| ~ Most of the villagers lived in the thatched properties immediately along- |
side the stream which had flowed down the village centre for centuries and the |
cottages behind them. They were much more picturesque than they were whole-
ome and materials which gardeners complain is difficult to get was there for the |

taking by the possessor of a barrow.

The transformation from a village with some dubious characteristics |
really began with the building of Ben Rhydding Hydropathic Establishment its
extension and the building of the Grove Charity Hospita!, but these were still to
come. Yet there were signs of the development in the demands for accommoda-
tion and the growing interest in Ilkley's streams. The story of the final days of
likley as a village with not everything to commend by means continues in this
second article.

The opening article dealt
| with the people in the cob-
| tages lining the sides of the
stream. This tells of those
opposite the church, to bhe
west. of the upper part of
Brook Sireet and Green
Lane. James Rigg occupled
Loe Rose and Crown, and
Wm. Lancaster, Samuel Wat-
kingon, John Margerison,
Johnt Nowell and Paul Bot-
tomley the houses and gar-
dens further down the lane
The schoolmaster, John
Hobson, was living in the old
Vicarage al the comner of
what is now Hawksworth
Street and Church Street. A
physical deformity made him
an object of ridicule for some,
John Seanor
house at the comer of Cun-
life Road and Church Street,
providing lodginegs in the
season and having a high
reputation for the excellence
of what he had to offer. The
same building today has an
equally hieh  reputation for
the service il provides as the
| Box Tree Cafe, John Dobson,
lecturing in 1873, said “the
siream which crosses Grove
Read had an open course to
the road in front of Mr.
Seanor's House." The Listers
Armms Hotel, then designated

45 the New Inn, was occupied |

by John Lister.

oo 5y

occupled the |

|

Taking the other side of
what 18 now Church Street
from the Church downwards
the family of William Parratt
who was a stonemason, as
were two of his sons, were in
the building immediately
above the archway leading
into Castle Yard., The build-
ing was soon to be used as a

Robert Collyer who dearly
| loved the members of this
family and freguently wrote
about their kindnesses to
him, Wihenever he paid one
of his visits from the United
States the Psrratt’s were
among the frst people he
called upon,
THE SHOPS
John Dobson said at this

| shops oecupied by
“the most
which was the old house
which stands singly in  the
Castle Yard, directly to the
west. of the church tower.”

A view of the top of Brook Street in the middle of the Nineteenth Century before
the banlks and shops at the bottom of Wells Road and Mill Ghyll were built. In the
cenlre stands Lister’s refreshment rooms,

cafe or restagurant and one of |
its most constant visitors was |

| presenit

occupant of Low House, He
was in a very large way of
business, said Donkey Jaok-
son in an interview in 1900

The houses alongside the
stream in the wvillage centre
have been eall with in a
previous ar . cle; across the
lop of Brook Street was
property owned by Richard
Lister wiho also had both the
upper and the Iower corn
| mills, The village stocks, the
| carpenter’s shop, and other |
( features have been made
famillar by the paintings and
the picturs postoards of the
area with one or two wvaria-
bions, Green Lane started
here and from the bottom of
Wells Walk towards the
United Reformned

| Church was the home of the

| oulbuildgings and

| the church was

The tenant as shown by |

the 1841 census was Elizabeth
Lister, and John Dobson adds
“This shop had Jong been the

| [or its stock was not confined
to groceries by any means.”
Castle Yard at the time was
inhabited by a fair measurc

indication of the trade fol-
lowed by many in the village,
There seemed to be quite a
number of gardens in this
area and at least one orchard.
A large family of Ickringills
oocupled the Castle House
which then was owned by
Willlam Middelton and this
famidly
church in Fmma Tckringill
who was later Mrs., William
Barker its organist for many

produced for  the |

y L | Hartleys
| timme there were three small |
ETOCETS, |
frequented of |

whose farmbiouse
was named the Manor House.
It must have been a lovely
place in the Spring, Swmimer
land  Autumn months. The
stackyard
in front of where
later builg
| and the only building apart

were sited

was the Green Lane cottage.

‘from the Hartley's preperty

| draper’s shop in the village

i

| of woolcombers, giving come |

years., Johm Marecrison who |

lived near the Rose and
Crown had ane of the best
gardens in the countryside
and the lads of the district
ere well able to coneratulate
him on the quality of his
produce. He was a “careful”
man and Donkey Jackson
once ceseribed how Margeri-
SON was sometimes to be seen
“hall dressed tTunning after
the Friday moming butter-
carts on the way to Otley
market with the
saving the
penny profit,”

MAN OF PROPERTY
Opposite the New Inn much
property  was owned by

shopkeeper's

object of |

Nicholas Cunliffe, a man of
some stature, and his tenants
included J. Neville, Thomas |
Robinson, Wm. Butterfield,
David TRigg, John Mason,
Edward and N. Hudson.
Josenh Beanlande @@ foaraes

John Dobson said of this,
“The Green Lane from Hart-
down fo Lhe old cottage
both carriage and foot-
ways, the latter raised con-
sidepably with a narrow
arassy slope between it and
the carriage read, and orna-
mented in  the springtime
with wild flower. Some fine
hollies over the fence on the
| northern side added largely
| to its beauty. On the south
side of the lane a fence
divided Harlley's stackyard
from the small croft to the

west, exactly in front of
where the church is built.
Along  this ferice stood a

number of magnificent ash
(rees one of which was said |
to have 400 feet of timber in |
it, The few trees now stand-
g a lithle to the west of Lhe
old coltage are butb an insig-
nificant remmnant of what |
formerly stood there. About
20 yards to the south of these
trees stood a very tall hedee- |
row \with forest frees at |
intervals, some of the old
oaks which grace this fence!
still remaining.”

Willlam Bolling with Anne
Robingon and Joseph Ronin-
son had the site of thel
present municipal buildings, |
“Bolling’s Farm” it was pre-
viously kmown as but later
became Sedbergh House Sed-
berglh School had this and |
obher property nearer Lo the
village centre. Behind them
higher up Wells Road were |
fields known as Meadow |

Croft and Pit Garth.

R. M. GREEN |
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OLD VILLAGE GOING
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THE FINAL YEARS BEFORE ILKLEY’S |
TRANSFORMATION TO INLAND SPA |

The building of the Ben Rhydding Hyd
main, indeed the only, development of note in
Survey. The second decade brought buildings of
of the moor—Wells House, Craiglands,
was not until the beginning of the fourth decade
transformation of Ilkley took place. The opening

similar

that t

greatest influence of all was the Middleton land sales.
there was no space for llkley to develop.

William Bolling who was
member of a family which
owned considerable land in
the Nkley and Wheatley arcas,
=nld part of his possessions at
Wheatley to Mr. Hamer Stans-
feld in 1843 and on this site in
1846 was erected the Ben Rhyd-
ding Hydro. It hag varionsly
been described as the first and
the gecond institution
kind in the conntry. Whatever
it order or precedence writers
of the time were high in their
praise of it, and Robert
Collyer and J. Horsfall Turner
referred o it as “‘one of the
finezt of its kind in the world".

i The firsl physician was Dr.
| Rischanek, a Silesian, who
was succeeded by Dr. William
. McLeodin 1847. physician
was nobt long before he was
proprietor of the place, led the
Wheatley villagers in efforts
to obtain improvements, be-
\came a memnber of the Tlkley
Loocal Board and was in a
‘state of constant acrimony
wﬂsh Mr. John Shuttleworth,
who
Gazelte. Dr, McLeod once re-
ferred to Mr. Shuttleworth “as
a man completely without
goholarship”, Unabashed, Mr,
Shuttleworth retorted that
this might be true, but he did
take +the precaution of
employing people who had,
perhaps as much scholarghip

| as Dr. McLeod, probably &
little more, and who certainly

had more than most members |

of the Local Board.

WORLD EKNOWN

At any rate Dr. McLeod
made Ben Rhydding a place
not only known throughout
the world, but in it8 immed-
iate environment a place to be
treated with respect amd its
Emprietor a man few ven-

ured to argue with. The next
survey to follow the 1838 Sur-
vey was one for 1851 and this
indicates the sure founda-
{ tions upon which the Hydro-
pél.théc Bstablishment then
gtood,

This second survey hints at
the influence it possessed as
an employer of labourandas a

provider of finance to fthe |

public purse. William Marl-
lead (—1) is shown in 1851 as
the dactor and he is resident
with his wife and three year |
o0ld child, The list of guests
lnded a worsted spinner, a
sill mercer, a machine malker,
a foreman, & Vicar, a clerk, a
tobacoo manufacturer, a cote
\ton  broker, several ‘“‘fund
holders”, several annuitants,
and staff comprised ten
sorvants, two waiters, two
bath attendants, two nurses,
4, housekeeper and a watch-
man.
_In close association was a
livery stable kept by Daniel |
Dobgon, and of its group of
w.ork&;xgso_ple, three women had
laundress quaifications

WHEATLEY HALL

Williaimn Bolling appeared
also to have made a second
notable move. The occupier of
Wheatley Old Hall at the 1838
survey, he had given awy to
bhe Mawson family by 1851;

| roference was made 'Yn the |
| previous article to the help |
| given by the Mawsons to the
Methodist cause at Wheatley
where the first organised
Wesleyan Methodist services
nglse held in the kitchen of the

Under the heading of|
“Wheatley Hall’ in the 1851}
survey are such well known
local names in addition to
John Mawson a8 Richard
B1lis (6b) farmer, Henry Kettle- |
well (36) farmer, their wives
and their children. Thomas
Proctor who lived at Ben
Rhydding Lodge with hig wife
Elizabeth was & butler and in
the village and its surround-
ing area were farming families
by the name of Walker, Lister
and Cowburn. Martha Ward

| taught music and Marzaret
| Walker was a seamstress,

al

of its §

founded the Tklay |

i quite

pat Hanginstone was John
Ramsden (52), his wife, their
children, John Hodgson &
ninety year old retired far-
mer, and Joseph Mead, also a
farmer, his wife and their
family. William Mead and
Brian Mead are shown as far-
mer Workers, .

At Prospect House not far
away is Mary Lister (D7) as a
Lodging Houss kesper, with
Hdward Watson (61) her asaist-
anh, The Robinsons who were
jater to move down bto Lle
pbottom of Cowpasture Road
where they introduced their
wood-working firm, made
national fame as the inven-
tors of the “invalid couch”
were represented at Praspect
House by Lister Robinson,
then a 13 year old lad. Follow-
ing members of the family
hecame known for zifted pur-
zuits, They were to be sue-
cepded in the business at the
bobtom of Cowpasture Road
by Hartley and Sons, a busi-
ness which conbinued until
fairly recently.

AMONG FIRST

Mount Pleasant was ong of
le firsbk groups of houses to
| be developed in Ilkley and so
lalso was Belle Vue nearby.
| They were among the carliest

to offer accommodation Lo
visitors and conseguently
there were recorded ag living
| there more servants than is
normally the case in one
community except for the
| hotels, For a similar reason
homes in Mounf Pleasant and
Belle Vue which ablracted a
fair measure of professional
people had a large number of
people living there. John L.
Armitage for instance, was
rominent and highly respec-
| ted in Ilkley as a magistrate,
| Henry Strachan as a manager
and Henry Bramley as a "' pro-
prietor of houses™, obviously
among the more respectable
kind. Belle Vue Terrace had
ite clergymen, their widows, a
matron, landed proprigbors.
lkley Hall had a group of
espectalle women resident
there with nobt a man among
phem and the “‘servant-cook™
| was  entersd  slply a8
| “Hebaooa™

Listed az “The Crescent’’,

Rombalds Moor, was obviously|

4 prominent boarding house

in the village. These places| K

are all classified in one sec-
tion of the survey as “All that
ﬁgrf. of the township of Ilkley
own as the Wast out quarter
compriging Wheatley, Hang-
ingstone, Cowpasture and
Rombalds Moor” and is an
| indication of the open spaces
| batween buildings from
Wheatley to Ilkley skirting
the maor edge. The lodging
house Kesner ab the Crescent
was Mrs, Usher with whom
> distinguished local
people stayed nntil the accom-
modation being prepared for
them was built and made
ready. Thus the first physi-
cian to Ben Rhydding 0=
Ea.thic Iistablishment stayed
ere for a while, and so did
fhe Rev. John Snowdon, after
vacating his Church Street
vicarage and bunilding a new
one in Wells Road, residen-
tial property which is shortly
to have flats erected in its
grounds, At the 1851 survey
Mrs. Usher’s guests inmcluded
a vetired Rector, a landed
proprietor, & bonnet maker
and a lodging house keeper.

Troutbeck were

opathic Establishment was the |
the first decade after the 1838 |

purpose along the fringe
the more notable, yet it
he sudden and enormous

of the railway helped, but the
Until they came along

OLD COTTON MILL

John Hartley (63), his wife
Hlizabeth (58), his gon Charles
(28) and Bara obinson (17)
were farmers at Hill Top, and
George Holmes, the game-
keeper, lived alb Silverwell
Cottage. With him were his
wife Ellen, and their children
Francis, Catherine and June.
In the old cotton mill, which
stood where the Wells House
stables were later, Robsrt
Atkinson was & wool gomber
as he was Inp 1835, His wife
Mary g&ﬁ) was there and they |
had five ofispring ranging!
from 20 to five years of

Based also appars Q
the old cotton

)

n
Thomas Hodgson, & 40 d
farmer, hjggswifé mﬁg
and four children. A 77 ye

old annuitant, and one of 27
years of age, a cooper, and a
seamestress were ere too.
Joseph Barretb and his family
occupied Rakes Cottage. At
the Vicarage was the Rev,
John Snowdon, his wife., and
five children from eight to
one—John, Jasper, liam,
Marearet and Edward. Their
| servant was Margaret DL
| Laren and Mary Harper was
the nurse.

i FEW CHANGES
In this period the village of
| Dkley had u%dnrsona few
| major changes, Other sections
of the 1851 survey were divided
|1ntu “All that part of the
township of Tkley which lies
on the south side of the Otley |
|and Tlkley Turnpike Road as '
far as Rakes (iate and Cow-
pasture Gate,” and “All that |
part of the fownship of Likley
known &s the west ouf guarter
which lies on the North side of
the Otley and Skipton Road
including Chap ne and
West Wood., “Thers was also
the “whole of the township of
Nesfield cum Langbar includ-
ing Low Austhy, iﬁh Austby
Farms and West Hall”.
Strangely there is no refer-
snce to the Middleton family
{in this 1851 survey. At the
Lodze in 1851 is a butler, a |
game watcher, a carter and
fwo"servants; but no Middel-
tons. The Aldersonsarestill in
possession at the Low Hall,
the Kettlewells at Beck Foot,
and John Howell, a land agent
'ig at the school house. The
endalls hold Windsover,
there are several Hardwicks
in the vicinity, and “Houd-
sons” too. Deans, Denbys,
Pullans and Bobinsons are at
Nesfield, some 8Skillingtons,
Metcalfes and Grays are in the
yicinity and Pedleys and Pick-
ards also. Thomas Harrison is
at Low Austby House, and
Peter Hawksworth at High
Austby House, Bach has
plenty of land., John Kelly
| oceupies Oliver House and his
| wife and children hawk pins
and tape. Benjamin Briggs
Popplewell to whom were
referred in an earlier article
is at Beacon Hill House. and
down in the valley the Umple-
by family hold West Hall,
| "'The main sign of questioned
progress ab Ukley in the im-
mediale years to followwas the
filling in of the Brook bBtreet
| heclk. Sueh places as Wells
House, Craiglands, Trout
| hecle and Rockwood came to|
the fringe of the moor. The |
measured advance was Iin
train but the sudden flood of |
transformation was as yeb|
“iust around the corner.”
reen




' BRADFORD TRADE SLUMP PUTS HALT
| TO ILKLEY’S RAPID DEVELOPMENT |

' AND LEAVES NEW HOUSES EMPTY

Just over one hundred years ago, not only the Ilkley villagers but the |
| inhabitants of the West Riding were discussing with astonishment the remark-

n.' able growth of [lkley from a tiny villaze to a prosperous inland spa in the few |
1 years following upon the sale of portions of the Middleton estate. Articles des-
| cribing the great advancement had been appearing for some months in the even-
ling and morning newspapers published in the nearby cities on both sides of the

Pcnmnes

| By 1876, however, there had been a slump in
| trade, especially in the textile and allied circles. Money
| was not as free as a result and the impetus in the
buﬂdmg trade had slackened perceptibly. The demand
| for houses hardly existed 'and it was reckoned in 1876
'that at least 100 new houses stood empty in Ilkley
\awaiting buyers or even tenants. The gold rush was
over at least for the time being. Extracts from the
| newspapers of the time and a summary of points made
in some of the articles set out the position.

: With the exception of the
larea around the church Nkley
had changed so much in the
| previous 8ix wears it was
written in 1873 that its upper
part was wvirtnally unrecog-
nisable aud a transformation
of the cutskirts was making
rapid progress. Where there
had been little to distinguish
some portions from the nearby
moorland there were now
‘‘palatial hydropathic estab-
lishments and magnificent
villas.”
The Ilkley Convalescent
Home to the south of the
Grove, them known as the
" llkley Hospital, carried on in
| & splendid building the work
N which had *‘been expended in
) 4 cottage'’. Plans for the pro-
! vision of more churches and
| the replacement of others
N were under consideration.
o Land which 30 years pre-
viously wag sold at 4id per
Ml square yard was said to be
Ol bringing the fortunate buyers

gl T F

bl no less than nine to ten per

il cent per annum,

The goods department of
,.' the Otley and Tlkley Joint
il Railway Company ha

M| years, the passenger traffic

il had nearly doubled. The num-

b i:. doubled its income in 8ix
ol
{ ber of passengers booksd at

| Tlkley in 1867 was 67,000 and in
1872 it was 100,000, This did not
§ include the large number of
: excurtionists estimated at
200,000, passholders, estima-
B ted at 100, return tickets,
’l pleasure and picnic parties.

SEMON HOME

| Tenders were about to be
sought for the erection of Mr.

B Charles Semon's Convalescent;

8 Home, and in cloge proximity
i land sold by the Lord of the
o Manoer, Mr. William Middslton
the previous autumn, was
being developed, The con-
struction of Westwood Drive
| to serve the Home and some of
i|the olher property had pre-
| senbedsome difficulty with the
4 last 30 or 40 yards produclng
some rough and heavy work,
Il " Someofthe* ‘carriageroads”
 in Lhe area simply bore num-
o bers alb thig stage. Queen’s
Road, Parish Ghyll Drive,
Y Parish Gill Road Were cither
Il partly completed or planned
Y and so were several public
footpaths, some of them Lo Lhe
moor “‘and will be much more
pleasant even in their rough
| state than the wat and boggy
i| tracks hitherto use."” Com-
0| mented the Pree Press in 1873,
I PRETTIEST PART
“The whole of the new roads
are drained with improved
sanitary pipes from 21 ins to 12

ins diameter, and precautions
have bsen taken to pravent
the drains from being washed
up a8 in Westwood Road in
June, 1872... As much of the
timber has been preserved as
possibly could be and this
district abounds with rich
and extensive views; in fact
when the new roads are plan-
ted with ghrubzs and the
various sites are occupied
with villag West Wood will be
the prettiest part of Tkley.
But one great drawback is its
distance from the station. The
cost of the new roads is esti-
mated at from £5,000 to £6,000°",

Near to Woodbank and in
Riddings Road, on the
Wheatley side of the village
villas were being erect®d, The
Convalescent Home in Castle
Hill was making huilding pro-
greas, in the lower part of
the Grove bouses were being
built, the Grove Hydropathic
had heen undergoing ‘con-
siderable enlargement’ and
building was actively going
on in the vicinity of Welling-
ton and Leeds Roads, and the
High School in Parish Gill

d | Road has recently had addi-

tions made to it while several
houses have been erscted on
the Addingham Road.
TAST EXTENDING®

The Free Press concluded,
“It will be seen then that
Tikley is fast extending on all
sides. And there iz every
probability of a continuance
of building operations, as the
new hotel to be erected in the
Addingham Road, the pro-
i’ected new hydropathic estab-
ishment on Ben Rhydding
Hoad and the new streset to be
formed near Chapel Lane, will
ocoupy considerable time in
their completion should noth-
ing else turn up, But it is
highly probable that the
jingle of the trowel and the
sharp sound of the chisel will
be heard at Ilkley for years to
come and that the Union Jack
will continue periodically to
floali from fthe top of mamn
new ersctions yet to be built.”

INVESTMENT

Bight yearslater the Gazette
wag commenting in an edi-
torial on the progress of
Tkley. It said, “'Within the
last dozen years we have wit-
nessed most rapid changes in
Ikiey. Residential buildings
of the moat elegant original
and varied designs, have
gprung into existence on
every hand. 5o much so that
the area they now cover is
almost o the extreme limits
of the township’s boundary
lines, except on the south,
where is the valued gtretch of

moorland—really the sea of
Tlkley over which there is fres
Tange.
It is well Lnown that the
building progress has been
induced by the acquisition oi |
favourite sites afforded by the |
frequent sales that have been |
made from time to time. These |
great changes, however, could |
never have besn accomplished |
by the resident population, |
as they could not have pos. |
seased the means, if the will|
was not available for such |
enterpriges. From the manu-|
facturing districts this alone
could come, and long years of
Erosperoua trade baving
roughtt enormousa riches,
these land sales presented a |
fairopening toinvestaccumu- |
lated fortunes by erectinz
pleasant and comfortable |
houses in a region of health !
and surrounded by agreeable |
scenery.

“The demand for houses at
one time was far beyond the
facilities for production,
hence many capitalists to|
speculate further than their
own requirements, expecting
a profitable return therefrom.

STOPPAGE

“The arrest, howsver of the‘
gushing trade caused also a|
stoppage of the demand for
houses, and the result was,
about two years ago, that
considerably more than 100
houees, a large proportion of |
which were an expensive kind,
were in the market with no
prospect of their becoming |
productive, This put a stop|
to furfher speculating, a.nd|
asince that time operations in |
this line have been of the!
mosk meagre description, and
many an investor has heartily
rued the day when he first
entertained the idea. Rents
have necesgarily been lowered, |
and a temptation eof this
kind has to some extent led
to the occupancy of many
houses which no doubt wonld |
gbill have been vacant. The|
number now empty is con-

siderably less than it was|™

and it wonld geem that the
extreme depression has passed
by—let us hope to return mno
more in our day.

“We are now in the midat of |

DE LUXE OF ILKLEY
“The position of this land
can truly be said to be ghe de

luxe ofIlkley. Situatedonthe
western side, and forming

a season which, as regards the | what is known as the Pano-
number of visitors resorting | rama and Breary Woods it

here, is in favourable com-
parison with any that we have
lately had. There need be no
apprehension that Ilkley will
gver lose favour, for it is
generally acknowledged by a1l
travellers that thers is no
more naturally favoured apot |

¥ | and it must be admitted thaLi preference.

much has been dome f{o
increase its attractivenmess,
thought there yet may be
gocial requirements, as
possesged by other places,
which we stiil laclk.

“In the period we named.
no less than six cosbly places
of worship, al an aggregate
cost of between thirty and
forty thousand pounds have
been erected: scores of miles
of new roads made; new ex-
tensive cemetery; enlarged
waterworks and a more com-
plate system of sewerage
effected. These are all great
undertakings and there are
many minor ones which we
need not enumerate. It is|
enough, however, to mention
these to show that we are in a
fair order for still more ex-
tensions. That these are
| shorfly to come is a matter of
cerfainty for next month a
further sale of land is to take
place,

| commands the grandest and
loveliest views which can
possibly be obtained. It has
been our pleasure to wander
thereabouts at all seasons of
the year and in each we have
enjoyed the scene, scarcely
knowing to which he‘lon;;s the

In the Spring
there may be said to bs a

leafy freshness and foral
gaiety there is the ringing
melody of the winged habitues
of this glorious locality,
Several roads run in a parallel
direction wedhwaird froni
Tkley, and will we understand
ultimately culminate in one
which will have its exit on to
the main Bolton Road at Holl-
ing Hall, Other - property
situate at the bottom of Brook
Street is to be included in
the sale which may result in
considerabile improvements in
that locality. There is also sur
1a tapis well fonnded rumours
of other rather gigantic under-
takings of much desired kind,
particularly of one which we
trust we shall shortly be able
o lay before our readers.'

This final paragraph was evi-
dently an attempt to revive
what had been known as the
Grove Gardens scheme on the
“Parish Ghyll”. A concert
hall with a ‘“‘handsome en-
trance with a covered way for
carriages Lo Ht:l,- down and take
up v1hltora was_  proposed,
FPublic smmmmg “baths, and
other “high class entertain-
| ments'” were in mind. The
capital to be provided was
£12.600, Neothinz came of the

idea.

| | H. M. Green

e i = -

deuble charm, for besides the |
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FATE OF |
MENSTON
HALL ELM

IN THE
BALANCE

on Hitll under
which Fairfax and Cromwell are have
prepared plans for the battle of Mars ; vas felled
this week. A strong wind upsel the ca ] of the
fellers and the trunk crashed through the root of a garage
causing soms damage to a car insids. Picture shuws work
[ peress in removing some of the branches belore the
trunk was felled.

INCERN ABOUT MENSTON TREE

he fate of a 400-year-old
elm tree in the grounds
of Menston Hall will be |
decided when Ilkley
Council meets on Mon-
day.
he tree has recently heen in-
spected and the council has
to decide whether or not it
should be cut dowan.

Attempts (o save the tree
have been made by Miss
Elsie Fletcher, who lives at

;L the hall, and who has writ-
ten a history of Menston.

According to her research the
tree is the one under which
Oliver Cromwell and
Charles Fairfax met and sat

"™ fo talk at a stone table the
fay before the Battle bf

la 3} Marston Moaor. |

“*T suppose 1 look upon it as
my free” saidMiss Fletcher,
whe is over 80. “The tree is
not diseased at all and it
has such historical interest T
do think it shoul he saved.”
Mr. Ro%ald Wade, chairman
of the West Riding hranch
of the Council for the pres-
ervation of Rural England,
saifl that the Council had
written to Ilkley Couneil as-
king for the tree fp be
retained, because of its
historical interest and age.

urator of Ikley Manor Hou Miss E. M. Flelch 3 } - > the IE P shows Miss
Gazgﬂl;]c:.a}'ajst week about this tree in the grounds of Menston Hall which_ is threalened by r.he. bu.l.ldi_ng ._ Fletcher and the treo,
of lavutories and garages. The tree was in existence in 1644, when Oliver Cmmwell. leader of the i el
Parliamentary forces, and General Lord Fairfax, saf beneath its branches to discuss plans for the
furtherance of their cause, Says Miss Fletcher, “Its surrounding lawn has ah‘egl.dy be?,n spoiled ];J_V
garages these now arve being converted into lavatories and 14 new garages are Pemg built, The bull-




Old elm

goes way
Of King
Charles

“IT IS NOT fit that you
should sit here anv longer
— you shall now give place
to better men" — a state-
ment made by Oliver Crom-
well to the Rump Parlia-
ment and a suitable epitaph
for a tree he is reputed to
have sat under in 1644 on
the eve of the Battle of
Marston Moor.

Yesterday the tree, in the
grounds of Menston Hall,
Menston, near Leeds, was
| felled despite protests from
| nature lovers.

It signified its own disap-
proval by faliine off course
and through the roof of a
garage block.

One parage was badly
damaged and the roof and
windscreen of an  eight-
month-old ecar inside were
respectively dented and
smashed.

The car belonged to Mr.
James Riggott, husband of
the warden at Menston Hall,
an old people's home

The elm was ordered to
be cut down by Ilklev
| Urban Council on the advice

of & tree specialist who pro-

nounced its roots as rotten
and its bearing as unsafe

According to Mr. David

Norfolk, of Ilkley, who

felled the elm, a gust of

Mr, Riggott clears the debris of the elm,
from his ear.

wind caught it in muid-air,
“It's a bad tree to deal
with,” he told the Yorkshire
Post minutes before the
mishap.

One person who was sad

see the elm
was Miss I’..'s'."

OBITUARY

The funeral takes place ai |
Menston Parish Church this
(Fridey) afternoon of DMisgs
Elzie M. Fletcher, who died at
the home of a friend at Chor-
ley, aged 88, 1t was typical of
Miss Fletcher's ebbulient per-
sonality that she had expres-
sed a wish that the funeral
service should be a thanks-
giving. She left a directive:
"“Send me off cheerily onanew
journey joyfully anticipated’'.

Miss Fletcher founded a
private kindergarten and
junior school in 1810 at How-
dene, Menston, where she
introduced personaily cie-
vized methods of early educa-
tion which Were many years
ahead of fheir time, Much of
her teaching methpd she later
published in book form, and
the best remembared “¥oung-
stergin Yorkshire™, was one of
a series which did much to
develop a child’s awareness of
the beauty and wonder of
nafure and higtory.

On her retirement in 1954
pld scholars presented her
with a gift of £160 which pro-
vided for a visit to Rome and
Florence. From that ezperi-

ence she developed a thirst for
travel and visited Holland,
Bweden, Spain, America,
France, Cyprus, Gresce,
Jamaica, Barbadosand Arpen-
tina, always searching to in-
crease her knowledge of his-
fory and the arts.

Gift of expression

Miss Fletcher had the gift
of exprecsion, her writing
and lectures were unusually
fascinating, and full of
humonr. The last of her publi-
cations was a tribute to Dr.
Rohert Collyer, written for the
1973 T1kley Literatirs Festival,

In 1972 she published the
gtory of Menston Hall where
|| she had been resident froin the
time it was converted to sslf-
contained dwellings for the
senior retired people of Men-
ston.

Miss Fletcher was outspoken
about planners and de-
velopers. Her last outory con-
cerned tha felling of the alm
tree which some historians he- |
lieved to have marked the!
place where Cromwell held!
| gonference befors the Battle!
of Marston Moor.

Bhe was the firgt Hon. Cura-
tor of the Ilkley Manor Houss
Museum having used her in-
| Huence to save thalt property
from demolition; a keen sup-
porter of the Yorkshire
Archasological Society, The
Society for the Prevention of
Rural England, the National
Trugt, the Chippendale
Bociety of Otley, a founder
| member of the Olicana

museum and Historical

Society, and a Fellow of the
| Royal Society of Arts. She

was also intensely intereated

' in the reclaiming of White

| Wells, Ikley, and one of her

hooklets on local history

“Bathe and Welle” was pub-

lished for the Manor House

Museum.

It was characteristic that
children should have loved
Miss Fletcher. Of their own
accord they sought her out at
Menston Hall, asking her
about times past and present
and in many cases seeking her
aelp with outdoor projects
ind  homework. Many old
pupils of Heowdeme School
became friends and ad-
jzlmrera and frequently visited

ar,

The funeral service is to be
followed by cremation at

'[Bawr]nu_

MISS E. M. FLETCHER
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ACROSS THE YEARS
Local Board Decides to Build
New Reservoir at Hill Top

100 Years Ago

In a repori on the water
siuation at Ilkley in Febru-

ary, 1875, Mr, Edward Filliter,§

a Civil Engineer, of Leeds,
said the springs on Ilkley
Moor produced & total during
a ary season of 175,514 gal-
lons a day, which would give

95 gallons a day per head of

population of 7,000, more than
twice the number it was then.
He recommended the Board
which had purchased most of
the land required n the ares,
to persevere with the original
scheme of puilding a reseryolr
near Hill Top but with a pre-

caution thai all the boggy

land be suitably drained. Ile
| advised that the reservoir be
50 feet square and 12 feet
deep and that it _be carried
over by arching, This would

hold 180,000 gallons which |

added to that st red at Weary
Hill would give about one
day’s. supply. It was Iecom-
mended that the sonduits be
made of cast-lron pipes
I instead of earthen ware which
were very liable fpo leakage.
e gost of the scheme was
estimated at £35600. It was
agreed to accepi uhe scheme
and to borrow £4,000.
“An exceedingly handsome
and elaborate design for a
fountain in Brook Sireei Was
| submitted by the architect,
|| Mr. Clarke, to a full attend-
ance of mempers of the Com-
mittee in February, 1875. “The
| cost was estimated to be £300.
The Committee wihilst full of
praise for the design felt the

oost was greater than they (|

eould reasonably expect Lo
ralse and so it was agreed to
ask the architect to prepare
another design with a lmib
on the expense of £200. The
amount alveady subscribed
had reached £ -
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ACROSS THE YEARS
Local Board Appo
construction of reservoirs

100 Years Ago

The appointment of a
Clerk of Works for the con-
struction of reservoirs at Hill
Tap and Weary Hill nceupied
the attention of the Ilkley
ILocal Board at the end of
May, 1875, There were (wa
a.asphcwts. Mr, I. Proctor ab
40s. a week, and Mr, J. Hains-
worth, a member of the
Board at 258, a week, who had
both been recommended from
six by the sub-Committee. Mr.
Sewell pmﬁﬂsing Mr. Hains-
worth spoke highly in his
favour. He was a_ good peb-
man, he said, and would be
able to correspond with the
engineers, He Was also & |
fhoroush practical man, well
known to them all and highly

{ esteemed by &he people of the
town. In reply to a guestion
the Clerk said appol tment
would mean that Mr. Hains-
worth would have to resign
his seat on the Board, and he
read Mr, Hainsworth's letter
of resignabion. Mr. Proctor
was then nominated by &
member who poinfted gut thatb
he was a tLownsman Loo.
There was nao seconder for

and Mr., Hainsworth was

d.
Athletic

intment for
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ACROSS THE YEARS
Local Board Appointment for

construction of reservoirs

100 Years Ago

The appointment of 4
lerk of Works for the con-

struction of resetvoirs ab b
Top and ‘?Wear.y Hill occupied
the attention of the Ilkley
Local Board at the end of|
May, 1875, There were two|
applicants, Mr. I. Proctor at
40s. a week, and Mr, J, Hains-
worth, a memper of the
Board at 356s. & week, who had
both been recommended from
ix by the sub-Commitbee. Mr.
ewell proposing Mr. Hains-
worth spoke highly in his
favour. He was a_good -
man, he said, and would be
able to correspond with the
engingers. He was also a
thorough Eﬂcﬁcal man, well

known to them all and hig
esteemed by the people of the
town. In reply to a ﬁesﬁion
the Clerk sald appomtment
would mean tha . Haing-
worth would have to resign
his seat on the Board, and le
read Mr, Hainsworth's letter|
of resighation. Mr. Proctor
was then nominated by a
member. who pointed out that
he was a townsman :
no seconder for

There Ivas ]
| this 1an Mr. Hainsworth was

a-pgo nted. |

urley Athletic Club held
its elghth annual sports in
the Oricket Field. There were
offered eight silver cups, eight

gold medals, eight _silver

medals, two bronze medals to
the value of £80, The event
occupied four hours from 2.30
p.n. and the number of spec:
tators did not dimuinish unfil

the last event was momﬂeted.!

Music was provided by Messrs
Oates ingham and Sons

read band under the direction |

of Mr. E. Dutton. The secre-
tary for the sports was Mr. H.
P Arnold and it was largely
due to his efforts, sald the
Gazette, that they were such
a Success.

At a property sale in Ilkley
100 vears ago _‘‘Wharfe
Cottage” with a garden front-
ing to Leeds Road and inelud-
ing a stable and coach house
was withdrawn at £675. A
dwelling house and garden
also in Leeds Road was sold
to Mr. Robert Foster of Leeds
[or £350. The auciloneer, Mr.
George Poole of Bradford
sald it was the cheapest lot
he had ever sold, Four dwel-
ling houses in Railway Road
offered as one lot were with-

| drawn at £975. Offered sep-

arately there were np bids.
Bridge House had one restric-
tion that no mill should be
built, on the property. It had
once been used for selling
beer and it was considered
there would be no difficulfy in
obiaining a lcence. If was
withdrawn at £1,660.

75 Years Ago

“So far as the Ilkley Hall
Gardens Company B&are con-
cerned, the idea of develop-
ing the Ilkley Hall estate as
a place of resort and albrac-
tion for visitors has now been
| abandoned, and any further
move in this direction will
Have to be taken in hand by
other owners, as the Estate
Company at their meeting on

Tuesday decided to wind up |

their affairs ang sell out”
2aid the Gazette in May, 1800
“We have it on very mood
authority that its purchase
on behalf of the town, or by
residents prepared (o develop
it as at fArsy proposed can be
pffecteq at pretty muceh the
same ure as ghe company
themselves secured it Ib
seems @ pity to see the estate
gut up and parcelled into
building lots, but unless it 18

' in some way Lo be made fa

secure 1t for the benefit of
the town, this is what It is
sure to eome {0

A gecision_fo provide the
Wharfedale BEstate Company
with gas at sixpence per
thousang feet less than il was
being rebailed to Ilkley con-
sumers was being viewed with
ne ereat favour, said fthe
Gazette, They were told by
th e Council that this was a
good commercial transaction
and would result in consider-
able profit, “As they are sup-
posed to have gone into the
matter ;lnprq hly and studied
it at all points we can only
hope that the Iuture may
prove their olicy in this par-
ticular to vé been wise,
judicious and far seeing. In
any case it will prove an
immense advantage to Uhe
company, for with gas and
water already lo hand the
prospect of diiispasin of some
of the Middleton plots 1s very
eonsiderably improved,
an attempt to do 5o, We
understand, Is (o be muade
yery shortly,”

For a long time streels in
the Ash Crove district have
been in a most dif racefu
condition. After a little rain
most of them have been over
the boot tops in mud. OWners
are to receive notice to put
the strests in m passable state
of repair,

50 Years Ago

Regrettably, the Ilkley
Gazette in early June, 1825,
noted a ‘terrible motor COAc)
disaster” at Dibbles Bridge,
Hebden, near Grassinglol,
the scene at the end of May,
1975, of a similar incident, In
the aceideng 50 years ago, the
coach crashed = through the
wall of the bridge and
dropped 30 feet 10 the bank of
the stream helow. Seven
people were killed and _twelve
geriously _injured, All _the
killed and _mal_jred were from
York and district. The qriver
in an interview said, T v{as

urely a case of the brakes
am.ng?n i :

Members of Wharfedale
Rural District Council passed
a Tesolution of sympathy with
relatives of the victims. In
discussion members oo~
mented that It brought 1o
their minds the need of some-
thing being done in the regu-
ation of transport on mool-
ang roads, especlally with
regard to the inspection and
siupervision of motor coaches
and buses.

“Steady progress is being
made with the erection of the
new covered grandstand and
dressing rooms on the ground
of the Ilkley Rugby Club,”
commented the Ikley Gazetle
on 19 June, 19256, “When com-
E.Ia-t,ed it will form one of the

est egquipped stands and
dressing rooms in the county.
The sum of £180 1s still
requited to complete the
scheme” Up to dale £1,340
had been received and 2 fur-
ther £31 eg}rommed.

A “useful postal conveni-
ence” for the residents of
Middleton was provided by
the erection of a pillar box
at the junction of Denton
Road and Middleton Avenus
near the cricket field
entrance. Weekday colleckions
were at 8 aun, noon, 4 p.o.
and 6.45 pm and on Sundays

at 5 p.m. only.
N : 14 V\ﬁaeaﬂey Avenue

0.
was sold by auction for £610.
For the 23rd year in suc-
cession Mr. J. O, Naylor was
re-elected Chairman of the
Tlkley and Distrier Education
Committes. Mr. Naylor, whn
was first elected to the old
School Board in 1878 and was
the frst Chairman of the
Education Commitiee, haying
5 coltinuous service on these
two bodies of over 46 years.
He had recently retired from
his_practice as dental surgeon
in Leeds. Welcomed on to the
committee were M, i
Musgrave, of ;Burle:y. and Mr,
J. H_Armistéad and Mr, W.
Rhodes, of Ilkley.

25 Years Ago

With the weather not at 1ts
best for open air swimming,
Tlkley Youth Council held it
firsy annual swimming gala
at the Bathing Pool in June
1950, A large crowd saw the
1st Ben Rhydding Scouts win
the shield for most points

| wained, The 2nd Tlkley Guides

and 1sy Ilkley Scouls wers
runpers-up. Individual certi-
ficates were awarded fto J.
MacDenald (2), O, Wood (2],
D. Crawshaw (2) and J.
Hagwell.

Officers and _ committes
elected at Ilkley Rugby Club
for 1050-51 were.—President,
Mr. G. Brook; Treasurer, Mr,
A. Breavley: Secretary, Mr. T.
Ackernley; Assistant Secre-
tary, Mf, P. D, Wardman;
Fixture Secrefary, Mr. A,
Garside; 1st Team Secretary,
My, J. L. Thompson; ‘A’ team

‘Sacretary, Mr. J. T. Burdock;
| 15t team Captain, M. G.
1 || Burten; 1st  team Vice-

apltain, r. K. Douglas,
Commifiee, Messrs, E. ary,

| B. Igig..}gle &. Murgatroyd, P.

Bur Dalton, R. M. Green,
A. Kina T. D. Marshall, P. H.
Brumfitt, E. Skinner, S.
Tipping and D. S. Todd.
There were fGwo entries

| fyom the Ilkley and District

Motor Club in the Yorkshire
Centre Scramble at Shibden,
Halifax. They were T. W.
Rathmell, of Wyvil Road,
1kley, and Dr J, 8. Whiteley,
Leeds. In the 3b0cc class, T.

‘Rathmell was placed fifth
put ignition trou le in the
Esperts race caused him to
vetive, Dr. Whileley also
retired from this rice,

The importance of having
more actors and producers
was stressed at the annual
mecting of the Ilkley-Burley
Players in the Playhouse,
fiklev, by the President Mr.
J. W, sutcliffe, Mr. Sutcliffe
was re-elected, with Secrelary
Miss M.  Illingworth; Trea-

| surer, M. . Hanbﬁd;:g*;

Publicity Manager, Mr.
Ingle: Slage Manager, Mr. K.
Wild: House Manager Mrs. M.
Brooke, Two members of the
General Committee on the
Play Readipg Committee,
Messrs. J. Lund and Don
Wray, Play Reading Com-
mittee, Mrs. D. Fenwick, Miss
D, Shutt, Mrs. W. Hanbidge
and Mr. E. Paley.




The conbinuing dry spell
which has led to water short-
ages throughout the eountry
has had its affect on the level
of the River Wharfe at Ilkley.
In places the river bed is ex-
posad for almost its full

width, as in the picture|
Lelow, taken near the New |

Bridge.
{ As the drought comtinues
| the Yorkshire Water

| Authority has applied to the
| Department of the Environ-
[

ment for a ban on the use
of water for non-essential
purposes.

posed will not immediately
| affect the Authority’s Western
Divieion, which includes
Ilkley. 1t will at first apply
only to the North Central,
Bouth Western and Eastern
Divisions, which cover Leeds,
Harrogate, Wakefield, Cal-
| dervale, Kirklees and Hull,

|
{main fractures are directly

| Guiseley a

The serious position c
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WATER LEVELS FALLING AS DROUGHT CONTINUES

1ngs; using ornamental ocas
cades and founbaing, even
if the water is recycled; using

. The Authority has applied
| for a ban on watering by hose-
| pipe, sprinkler or tanker of

{ ornamental gardens, sports|automatic flushing cisterns
However, the ban when im-|grounds,lawns, playing fields, | while buildings are unoc-

golf courses and race courses; | cupied.
filling or topping up of swim- |

mine pools and oroamental Water in resarvoirs
pools other than fish ponds; | in the esbern  Divisien
use of mechanical or anto- | droppedazainlast week, down
matic car washes; washing |to about 53.9 per cent. How-
of load wvehicles other than |ever, in the Leeds and Harro-
for safety or hygiene; clean- | gzte area stocks are near ths
ing of the exterior of build- |30 per cent danger level.

EMERGENCY MEASURES
TO COMBAT DROUGHT
i PROBLEMS

Burst mains at Otley,

nd Burley

‘reated by the waler short

age is being brought home to local consumers in
announcements that emergency measures to combat
the drought have been extended to the Yorkshire Water

|A11thr_u'1.t.y‘s Western Divisi

on, whieh includes Otley,

j Alreborough, Burley, Menston and Ilkley. This division
{has so far escaped official restrictions

| The pasition has not
water main bursts—one of {
at Guiseley on Monday.

In Leeds Central Div

been helped by a series of
he more serious ones being |

ision, which includes Hors-

forth and parts of the former Wharfedale Rural area,

the shortage is stated to
| measures, including standpi
1 .
The Western Division, atates
| the Water Authority, ' relies
| almost entirely on impound-
| ing reservoirs fop its supplies
and although its position
is better than in other areas,
the stock of water remaining
in the reservoirs is now down
o 64 per cenl of capacity.
With a depletion ralte of 4 per
cent per week, this means
that unless there is heawvy,
prolonged rain in' the cateh-
ment areas in the near future,
the regervoirs could be dry
in 16 weeks Lime. 4

As a first step the Western
[ Division has followed in the
footgteps of alher areas !‘J5=
imposing a hosepipe ban for
the watering of gardens and
| washing private cars, and
consumers are being asked
to make every effort to ecomo-
mise in every way poasible.|

On a broader basis, the
Yorkshire Water Authorily.
like others in Wales and the
South West, as gone so far
as to seek power to cub of
water at any time — even to
industry — under the emer-
gency drought act which was
rushed through Parliament
ten days ago.

Mains in danger
It is ironic Lhat the wate:

attributable to the drought
conditions, A spokesman for
the Yorkshire Water
Authority said the ground
is 8o dry that it is bezinning
to crack and break up, with

be acute, and emergency
pes, are being planned,

the result that the mains
do not have sufficient sup-
port. Those mains golng
alongside and pasgsing under
main roads were being sub-
jected to vibration, and the
old cast iron omnes are in
danger of ecracking.

Liast weok, a four-inch main
burst in Tweeds Road, Otleyw,
and there was a minor burst
in the Weston Drive area of
Otley -at the weekend,

The more serious burst al
Guiseley occurred early on
Monday morning; ooding the
main Leeds Road at Green-
bottum to a depth of six
inches,

The force of the escaping
walter from the eight-inch
main ripped up paving skones
and thousands of gallons of
water were lost before work-
men managed to skop the
leak. 5

Guigeley newsagenl, Mr. J. |
M. 8mith, whose shop i3 only
& few yards from the burst, |
said it looked az though a
bomb had gone off. “A large
section of pavement was
ripped up and thers was
water everywhere,” he said.

Barly on Tuoesday morning
workmen were called to a
burst in a six-inch main in
Main Street at Burley. The
burst was not a serious one
and only a comparatively
little water was lost.

Some scattersd showers ab
the weekend in the Leeds
area, including Horgforth,
have had no effect on the
overall position.




