
The Burma-Siam Railway









• December 1941 Pearl Harbor

• June 1942 0 km post

• Jan 1943 Speedo begins 

• Oct 1943 Railway completed

• March 1944 Japanese offensive 
against Imphal 

• November 1944 British advance into Burma

• June 1945 Tha Makham bridges 
destroyed

• Aug 1945 War ends

























The human cost

Nationality POWs deaths % rate

British 30,131 6,904 23%

Australian 13,004 2,802 22%

Dutch 17,990 2,782 15%

American 686 133 19%

Asian 300,000 ? 150,000 ? 50% ?

Japanese 12,000 1,000 8%






