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This Presentation Covers

• Why build a station & hotel at this location

• Victorian Design & Construction

• Architects & Engineers Involved

• Decline of Station & Hotel

• Why St. Pancras became St. Pancras 
International

• Redeveloped Station

• Redeveloped Hotel



Why build a new railway to London

Leicester to Rugby 
1840

Bedford to 
Hitchin 1857





Old St. Pancras 
Churchyard

Goods Yards.
Site for Urban 
Redevelopment

Somerstown
Goods  Yard  
Site of British 
Library







St. Pancras Old Church







Design & Construction



Design & Construction























Financial Crisis 1866

Overend Gurney & Co (wholesale discount bank) 
fails owing £11 Million (£981m today)

Last run on a UK bank until Northern Rock

UK. Interest rates increase to 10%

Several railway companies go  bankrupt

Midland has to cut costs & expansion plans.

























Architects & Engineers

William Henry Barlow

(1812 – 1902)

Sir George Gilbert Scott

(1811 – 1878)

Rowland Marsh Ordish
1824 - 1886



The Years of Decline
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Years of Decline
1902

1923

1935

1960s

1966

1967

1988

1993

Only 150 train movements per day

Midland Railway becomes part of LMS, now with two 
London termini in close proximity

Midland Grand Hotel closes

Electrification of track West Coast line

BR campaign to run all remaining services via King’s 
Cross

St. Pancras designated Grade 1 listed building

Removal of local Bedford services, now to run via 
King’s Cross Thameslink

BR obliged to spend £9m to maintain buildings in 
weatherproof state





















Why St. Pancras became
St. Pancras International





Station Platform Allocation

Platform Designation Operator Destinations

1 - 4 MML Domestic East 
Midland

Leicester, Nottingham, Derby, 
Sheffield

5 - 10 HS 1 
International

Eurostar Lille, Paris, Brussels.  Soon to include 
Amsterdam, Cologne & Frankfurt

11- 13 HS 1 Domestic South-
Eastern

Stratford, Ebbsfleet, Medway Towns,
East Kent. Olympic service in 2012

A & B Thameslink First Capital 
Connect

North:  St. Albans, Luton & Bedford
South: Sutton, Gatwick, Brighton
More in 2018 when 12 car trains will 
run up to 24 times every hour.















Timetable for change
2004

2006

2007

2009

Barlow train shed closed (12th April)

New eastern section of flat roof extension complete. 

Midland Mainline & north bound Thameslink move .

Southbound Thameslink terminates at King’s Cross.

Midland Mainline moves to final home under 

western section of flat roof extension. (14th July)

Station opened by Queen (6th November)

Start of Eurostar via HS1 (14th November)

Thameslink through services start via low level 

Platforms.  King’s Cross Thameslink closed (9th December)

HS1 domestic services start to Medway towns & East Kent



Redeveloped Station

































































Redeveloped Hotel



















































Redeveloped Apartments














