By train to the Arctic



By train to the Arctic
and back!
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Railway map of the
nordic countries
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Mora

Depart 30t June
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A break on the journey at Fagelsjo
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Ostersund
Arrive 30" June @21:15
. () Harndsand
Overnight stay B e
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A break on the journey at Jamtlands-Sikas
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Towards Vilhelmina
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Storuman
Heritage Display
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Arvidsjaure
Arrive 15t July @16:07
Overnight stay
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Arvidjaure
Depart 2" July







A break on the journey at Moskosel












A break on the journey at Kabdalis
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Crossing the A

Arvidjaure
Depart 2" July




The Arctic Circle passes the following countries:

e =f= Finland

o mmm Russia

o = United States (the state of Alaska )
e f+J Canada

¢ *u Greenland

s - Island (the island of Grimsey )

North Atlantic Oceun
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Gallivare
Arrive 2" July
Overnight stay

Crossing the A
2" July @

Arvidjaure
Depart 2" Jul




Bus Tour to Dundret Mountain

& The Midnight:Sun®
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Bus Tour to Dundret Mountain

& The Midnight:Sun®
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Sail overnight to
Bodg 4t / 5th july

Depart Harstad
4th July

Arrive Trondheim
6th July
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Depart Harstad
4th July

Arcttc Cirete

CEAN

Arrive Trondheim
6th July
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Depart
Trondheim
7th July
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Why is the next picture relevant to us locally?






STEAM'S LAST STAND

Sweden Disbands Final

STRATEGIC STEAM
RESERVE LOCOS

It's hard to believe that 16 years into the 21st century, Sweden has disbanded its final
Strategic Reserve, steam locos that were kept on standby in the event of war in Europe.
Bob Sweet witnessed the removal of the final two locos from storage.

RAVELLERS on Sweden’s rail
network over the past 60 years
can be forgiven for not taking a
second glance at a large number
of anonymous-looking corrugated sheds
scattered on railway land in rural and often
isolated communitics throughout the centre
and north of this sparsely populated country.

The locked sheds had rails into them,
but had been disconnected from ncarby
main lines and displayed no evidence of
their contents or the use to which they were
being put.

In the early years of the Cold War,
when the West feared a confrontation with
the Soviet Bloc to the cast, Sweden was,
like the United Kingdom, in the process
of withdrawing vast numbers of steam
locomortives in the cause of modernising
the railway system. The cver-present threat
of a potential nuclear conflict at this time
caused the Swedish authoritics to review
likely transport needs in the wake of such
an attack. As imported oil supplies for diesel
locomotives would very likely be curtailed,
and with the probable threat to clectrical
power genceration and supply affecting
operation of electric traction, the idea of
the formation of a national Strategic Steam
Reserve was born.

More than 500

The relative simplicity of steam
locomotives in such circumstances led to the
formation of the reserve flect. In the event of
their use becoming necessary, crews would
have been drawn from the large number of
former steam locomotive footplate crews
around the country. Once numbering more
than 500 in total and in good mechanical
condition, the locomotives were held in small
numbers, dispersed in purpose-built sheds
at more than 50 isolated locations around
the country, some having a ready water
supply from nearby lakes, and some also
incorporating a strategic coal supply to enable
a swift return to service.

Fortunatcly for the world, their use was
not necessary, and in 1992 following the end
of the Cold War, with available numbers of
qualified footplate crew now diminishing, the
decision was taken to disband the Strategic
Steam Reserve. Gradually, since that time,
many locomotives have found their way to
the National Railway Muscum at Givle, some
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Inside its home for the past 45 years and covered in plastic, the final locomotive in th
Reserve, SJ Class 'E2' 2-8-0 No. 954, finally sees daylight as preparations are mad.
ALL PICTURES: BOB SWEET

Swedish Strategic Steam
moval on June 16.

SJ Class ‘E2'
No.948is
removed
manually
from its shed
atLitsndset,
north of
Ostersund,
where it has
been based
since 1971. 1t
has only been
steamed once,
for filming, in
1984.

1o severa

based

the country, and some cven
iible as it may seem, in

1 remained that still housed
»uched for more than

¢ final locomotives in the reserve —
Nos. 948 and 954, both Class ‘E2’ 2-8-0s
ouilt by NOHAB of Trollhitten in 1908 — had
1eld in a lakeside shed at Litsndset on the
1landsbanan, north of Ostersund, since 1971.

Cocooned in sheeting
For the past 32 years, both have remained
inside the locked shed, cocooned in plastic
sheeting and with dehumidifying equipment
keeping them in a dry atmosphere.
No. 948 was declared obsolete in 1958,
as given a replacement boiler in 1966,
d has subsequently only been steamed twice,
the last being in 1984 for the filming of The
Day of the Train. It was stored at Sveg until
1971 before moving to Litsniset, joining
classmate No. 954, which was last known to
have steamed in 1967, being officially taken
ut of service in 1970.
On June 16, the opportunity was taken

to remove both locomotives from their 45
ear home, for movement to new locations,
as it coincided with the ‘IB16” steam
tour, southbound along the Inlandsbanan,
zanised by Sveriges Jarnsvigsmusei (The
Swedish National Railway Museum).

In a scene reminiscent of The Titfield
underbolt film, the first locomotive to
be removed, No. 948, was ceremonially
pulled out by enthusiastic members of the
railtour, railway staff and local residents. This
ocomotive was destined for the Swedish
NRM at Givle, where it is hoped to eventually
re-create its storage shed and cocoon as part

fa new public display and to preserve it in its
present condition for future generations.

Defective injectors
Utilising a mechanical excavator, the
onal locomotive, No. 954, was brought into
the d ht, and following examination
chensive oiling, a delivery of coal
ed a fire to be lit in it, with a view to
possible use as second locomotive at the
* the “Inlandsbanan 16’ steam-hauled
the following day.
S vernight it was discovered that
ctors were defective, and the plan,
zetner with the fire, was dropped. However,
2d their inner motion removed
rom the site as part of the

A =d had lost its connection to the

anan, considerable work

maintenance company

« and slew the main line, and
the single track into the

s, both locomotives

c ersund during the

t of the consist of

railtour.

¢ by preserved

<08, both reached Givle early on
uled to
restored to

it making

be seen on a

and Jakok

Incredible as it may seem aft

B T

Loco No. 954 needed a little persuasion to move, and is hauled from its shed at Litsniset by a mechanical

er 45 years, No. 954 was steamed on June 16, and by evening had sufficient pressure

for a celebratory whistle, being the final locomotive in the Strategic Steam Reserve. The fire was subsequently
dropped because of injector problems.

Left: Class ‘E2’ 2-8-0 SJ No. 954 is eased over temporary
trackwork at Litsnaset on June 17.The line has been
slewed to connect to the SJ network.

Below: At the rear end of a freight consist, Nos. 948
and 954 are eased into Ostersund yard on June 17.
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