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39 members departed by |

coach early morning
from Addingham, llkley,
Burley and Otley.

Coffee and toilets on
arrival at Head of Steam
Museum, Darlington
ahead of a busy and
varied visit.




Head of Steam museum is located on the
1825 route of the Stockton and Darlington
Railway, which was the world's first steam-
powered passenger railway.
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Happily no pictures were submitted of the visit to the toilets

But these are fine examples of those used by the original visitors to
the station.



Victorian Toilets

From the mid nineteenth century, as purpose built stations were
developed, toilet facilities were incorporated. As late as the 1860's —
1870's long distance trains made many intermediate stops (for up to
30 — 40 minutes at larger stations), as railway companies saw little
need to use revenue earning space for lavatories in their coaches.

There was great pressure on station lavatories which (as here) needed
to be fairly large to handle all the passengers rushing in when the
train stopped at the station. Although the gentlemen's toilets —
opened in 1873 as part of the extensions to the station - were built as
a separate room, provision for ladies was much more discreet.

Their facilities were incorporated into the ladies waiting room, which
in this station was originally located in the current public toilets area.

This gentlemen's lavatory made extensive use of slate, tiles and cast
iron and provided some of the most up to date facilities at the time.
It did not, however, appear to have included sinks or other washing
facilities. Within the lavatory is an attendant's room — the attendant
being responsible for the general cleaning and washing of the toilets,
for looking after cloaks and items of luggage and for controlling entry.
Initially, the attendants might have received tips until the production
of the 'penny in the slot' machines in the early 1900s.

The toilets remained in use, although latterly without an attendant,
until the 1960s when the station became an unmanaged halt.

Many of the room fittings are original, including the urinals along the
two walls — the one in the centre of the room is a wooden replica!
The water closet dates from 1930s although it has an earlier
(Victorian) 'boxed in' cistern.
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A walk across the field
to the Hopetown
Carriage works built
for the Stockton &
Darlington Railway
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The Al Trust occupies the left side of the building.
The North Eastern Locomotive Preservation Group occupies the right side.
Our group split in two to visit each of these areas in turn.




Building a new Gresley class P2 No. 2007 Prince of Wales
An extract from the Al Trust Web site

The Gresley class P2 2-8-2 ‘Mikados’ were the most powerful express passenger locomotives to
operate in the UK. They were designed by Sir Nigel Gresley to haul 600 ton trains on the
arduous Edinburgh to Aberdeen route. Sadly, the design was never fully developed and they
were scrapped by 1961.

No. 2001 Cock o’ the North entered traffic in May
1934 and was fitted with a Crosby chime whistle
that had been presented to Gresley some years

= - before.

The official press launch took place at King’s Cross
on the 15t June 1934 and in the following few days
A
the locomotive was displayed at IIford, Aberdeen
— and Edinburgh with people flocking to see the new
__— locomotive.




As the builders of new main line steam locomotive No.
60163 Tornado, we have decided to set ourselves a new
challenge: to develop, build and operate an improved
. Gresley class P2 Mikado steam locomotive for main line
and preserved railway use.

We use the latest computer aided design and modelling
techniques to realise the potential of the original design
and estimate that No. 2007 Prince of Wales will cost
around £5m to build over a 7-10 year period.
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Our guide was David
Elliott, Trustee and
Director of Engineering
of The Al Steam
Locomotive Trust.

Absolutely fascinating
explanations of the
challenges being faced
and how they are being
" addressed.

A real privilege to see
behind the scenes of
this exciting project.
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Gemma Braithwaite
(who helped to
organlse our visit)

' demonstrates the

'~ computer aided

design used to plan

"+ 1 the build of the new

Iocomotlve



ND NORTH ERN RAILWAY

—_— y — —_— -
Cylinders, Motion & Valve: Boiler & Heating Surface: Wheels & Wheelbase ] | Weight (full)
[ ) | - 3 — {
H OW It u Sed to be d o n e I Cyhnders (3) {21" X 26" | |Firebox |6°5" Leadng Whoeks 32 Engoe 110T Scwt
° Mocion Lencz Roary Cam | | Tubes (121 X 2 1/47) |18 11 304 Coupled Wheels 53 | = ST 6ot

Seeam Valve 18" Poppet Flues (43 X 5 1/4%) [109"
Exhaust Vade 9" Poppet ol Evaporative 412 ! ! A
[ Superheater (43 X 1244 | 106 Terder Wheels 434621 Max Axe Load 207 10wt

Travding Wheels yg | [Adhesive T80T 12 owe

Boiler: 1 Fea sk [ Tractive Effart (az BS% boll- | 43,462 & | [Water Capxc 5000 Gallons
r—— — | wr pressure) Coal C
[ Length over bufers e
Engine Wheelbase
Firebox L;nmr oy ‘F’;mk 'heelbase
{ Pitch EZALS I
106

Max Diameter 65" [ Grazo Arca 50:) fr
| Distance between 18" 11 34" "Boder Pr 4 7l ;’20'[:51






















Note the whistle. Testing its tone under steam will
involve taking the locomotive to a remote location on
a heritage railway to save upsetting the locals!




Bolts not rivets
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The North Eastern Locomotive
Preservation Group (NELPG) was
formed in 1966 with the aim of
preserving some of the steam
locomotives still working in the
North East of England.

Norman Crocket, a long term
volunteer at NELPG was our guide.

The contrast between left and right
side of Hopetown was particularly
striking.




At the time of our visit only
one engine was in the works * G
for restoration.

The N.E.R. E1 Class of
locomotive is unique in that it = ©
was constructed over a period '
of 54 years, by 3 different —
railway companies. p=.

69023 became the only .
survivor when it was -
purchased by Mr. R. Ainsworth
for preservation and delivered .
to the Keighley and Worth |
Valley Railway in 1969. S
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Number and date
on the wheels with
close inspection!
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Back to Head of Steam for a buffet lunch
before splitting again. One group off the .
Hitachi Train Assembly Plant at Newton
Aycliffe and the other to visit Skerne bridge
and the exhibits in the museum.



Sarah from the Head of Steam Museum leads the walk to Skerne Bridge and highlights points
of interest along the way




SKERNE BRIDGE

S & DR 1825
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SKERNE BRIDGE
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Designed by Ignatius Bonomi for
VW
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world still in use as such
world still 1n use as suck




As depicted on the back of an old fiver




JANERINE DRIVOLE

Route of the 1825 Stockton and Darlington Railway

The Ske Andge Is ©
of the on & Darl
and is the

world that i

opened on 2

the first ine fo t

Theline w
of traftic
Durham

The Steckion & Daringion Raiway s comoany
secd was adopled In 1821, whan the Ina wos st
i ihe plonning stoge, and before the dacison
hod beon token 10 use $eam ocomofives

The horse-ceaen ool wagons are simiks 10
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fter 1830 portrays the opening of hie Ine in 1825, with he firzt frain haued by a sleam
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Todoy, the bridge is still used by

nager frains fravel ehweer
p?‘?e 9 Qins 13 : *Ng b(_ 8 ! A very ecily phologroph of e type of Ssockion &
Dariington and Bishop Auckiand, and Darington Ralway locomative hat wou's hove boen

by trains sent from the Hitachi frain smen crossing the DOge in e mid- 19t century. This 1§
locomative No. 9, unusualy nomed Midaiestvo, B was

Possenger IrafSc on e ing iIncreased rapicly, and n 18420
naw siaticn was bult of North RODd. It wes expondad sovercl

fmas in the folowing years. but he onginal buiding st survives
# houses the Darlingion Rollway Mussum, wheee many Stockion

COHSﬂUCNOFl SITQ?. ()? N(.?‘Wf(}"\ AVC['"B YO o . Wit Listar In 1839 ond ) DO'N‘Q‘O” Hems oo ON osp]gv |1~.c|“dhq 1r0 ;oco(ra"m No
Byl by he Dadinglon enginear Wikiam Lsier e 2 on ond No. 25 Darwent, a5 wek &5 John DobbiF(s
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ic e m l.r line and go into service on worked on the ine ur e aholograih, foken 0 @ whers day in 1995 shows
the 1qil network. & ine of hotse-arawn cobs waling for DESRNGens 1o amve
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Passenger fraffic on the line increased rapidly, and in 1842 a
ggre”Lygfgélégirﬁéz%z%?ng::: ggfewf,fus,goﬁgfg é‘een new sTotion was b}Jil'f at North Road. It was expanded several
seen crossing the bridge in the mid-19th century. This is times in the following years, but the original building still survives.
locomotive No. 9, unusually named Middlesbro. It was It houses the Darlington Railway Museum, where many Stockton
built by the Darlington engineer William Lister in 1839 and & Darlington items are on display, including the locomotives No.
worked on the line until 1865. 1 Locomotion and No. 25 Derwent, as well as John Dobbin’s
painting. This photograph, taken on a winter’s day in 1895 shows
a line of horse-drawn cabs waiting for passengers to arrive.
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Back in the museum,
a chance to see more
fascinating items and

revisit some of our
own memories




ATFORM IQ}TICKETS:

e ™
W |70 BE CIVEN UPON LEAVINCTHE PLATFORM
] Platform Tickets are issued onthe condition that

I . ' the Railway Compony will not be liable fo the
!‘ 1] holder forany injury orloss, personal or otherwise,

| k. however sustained
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The second group visited the Hitachi Train Assembly

Plant at Newton Aycliffe. Our guide for the visit was
Nina Harding, Communications Manager.

We all left with a far greater knowledge and |
understanding of the work undertaken at Newton
Aycliffe, and a high respect for the positive culture
which obviously runs through the company.

The long term commitment to the training of many
young people from the local area through
sponsorship of a technical college was particularly
impressive.




The body shells arrive at Teesside Port from
Japan and taken by road to Newton Aycliffe.

Vehicles assembled on site include Class 800s
for Great Western Railway and Class 385s for
ScotRail with Class 800s shortly to commence | |\
construction for use on East Coast mainline.
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The plant took 665 days from the start of
construction to opening in 2015 and now
employs over 1,100 staff over two shifts.
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Everything was ordered and clean. Safety 7/ /
and efficiency was evident everywhere.









Photography was
restricted but we
were allowed to take
some overview shots.

We were not able to
inspect a finished

vehicle as they were
all undergoing tests.
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